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Newsletterof The American Institute of Architects #498 May 30, 1975

NEW OFFICERS 
ELECTED AND 
SEVERAL 
RESOLUTIONS 
PASSED AT 
CONVENTION
John M. McGinty-of Houston 
was elected first vice president 
of the Institute at the 1975 con
vention in Atlanta.

He will become president in 
December, 1976, succeeding 
Louis de Moll, FAIA, the cur
rent president-elect.

Three vice presidents were 
elected at the convention— 
Elmer E. Botsai, FAIA, of San 
Francisco; Carl L. Bradley, 
FAIA, of Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
Robert L. Wilson, of Stamford, 
Conn. The AIA also elected a 
new treasurer — Charles E. 
Schwing of Baton Rouge, La.

A number of Institute policy 
resolutions were voted on at the 
convention. One of the high
lights was the passage of a 
resolution mandating AIA to 
develop specific recommenda
tions on energy performance or 
budget alternatives that would 
be acceptable to government 
authorities.

The energy recommendations 
are to be completed by the 1976 
national convention, with an in
terim report to be made at 1976 
Grassroots.

Convention delegates also 
passed resolutions on federal 
aid to construction, housing, 
and minority affairs.

The resolution on federal aid 
to construction requires the AIA 
to urge the President and other 
federal, state, and local officials 
to take actions to revitalize the

construction industry.
Among the actions AIA will 

recommend are the release of 
impounded federal construction 
funds, the initiation of a new 
public works program, the use 
of revenue sharing and com
munity block grants for direct 
construction activities, and the 
creation of tax incentives for 
owners to make buildings more 
energy-efficient and to remodel 
existing buildings.

The minority affairs resolution 
"rededicates” the Institute to 
continue efforts to build aware
ness of minority concerns and 
to involve minorities and women 
in the profession. It requires 
specific actions in regard to 
support for the AIA Minority/ 
Disadvantaged Scholarship pro
gram, Community Design and 
Development Centers, minority

firms, and minority-majority 
joint ventures.

The housing resolution reaf
firms the AIA national housing 
policy adopted by the Board at 
its meeting in September, 1974. 
It contains five provisions: on 
federal assistance, conserva
tion of existing housing stock, 
housing for the poor and elder
ly, maintenance of an open 
housing market, and elimination 
of financial and energy waste in 
buildings.

Two resolutions relating to 
historical preservation were 
passed. The first directs the AIA 
to support the preservation of 
New York’s Grand Central Sta
tion, now threatened with de
molition; the second commends 
Georgia preservationists for at
tempts to save the Fox Theater 
in Atlanta.

INSTITUTE’S 
BUDGET, DUES, 
PROGRAMS, 
AND STAFF ARE 
DISCUSSED
Proposals to reduce Institute 
programs, budget, dues, and 
staff were the focus of delegate 
discussion at the convention’s 
business session.

The outcome was the pas
sage of a resolution supporting 
"the Board’s efforts to hold the 
1976 Program and Budget at 
the 1975 expense level and . . . 
to hold or reduce dues income 
and staff to levels consistent 
with basic Institute goals and 
objectives.’’

The delegates also passed a 
resolution creating a task force 
to propose dues changes that 
would coordinate national dues 
income to state and chapter 
dues income. The intent is to 
create "an equitable system of 
dues which allocates sufficient 
amounts to each level of AIA 
national and components so 
that each can perform its 
tasks.”

Several other resolutions re
lating to Institute affairs were 
debated. The convention re
solved to instruct the Institute 
to:
—develop programs actively 
encouraging associate mem
bership and extending to asso
ciates the right to serve on 
chapter, state, and Institute 
committees and boards of di
rectors;
—make a concerted effort to 
consolidate the information dis
tributed to components; 
—develop a documents sales 
program that assures compo

TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 O

F 
AR

C
H

IT
EC

TS
 A

R
C

H
IV

ES
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
AI

A 
Ar

ch
iv

es
, 1

73
5 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Av

e.
 N

W
, W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

00
06



TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 O

F 
AR

C
H

IT
EC

TS
 A

R
C

H
IV

ES
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
AI

A 
Ar

ch
iv

es
, 1

73
5 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Av

e.
 N

W
, W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

00
06



TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 O

F 
AR

C
H

IT
EC

TS
 A

R
C

H
IV

ES
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
AI

A 
Ar

ch
iv

es
, 1

73
5 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Av

e.
 N

W
, W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

00
06



TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 O

F 
AR

C
H

IT
EC

TS
 A

R
C

H
IV

ES
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
AI

A 
Ar

ch
iv

es
, 1

73
5 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Av

e.
 N

W
, W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

00
06



TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 O

F 
AR

C
H

IT
EC

TS
 A

R
C

H
IV

ES
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
AI

A 
Ar

ch
iv

es
, 1

73
5 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Av

e.
 N

W
, W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

00
06



TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 O

F 
AR

C
H

IT
EC

TS
 A

R
C

H
IV

ES
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
AI

A 
Ar

ch
iv

es
, 1

73
5 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Av

e.
 N

W
, W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

00
06



Newsletter of The American Institute of Architects #515 May 27, 1976

BOTSAI IS 
ELECTED 1977 
FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT AT 
PHILADELPHIA 
CONVENTION
Elmer E. Botsai, FAIA, of San 
Francisco was elected first vice 
president of the Institute at 
AlA’s 1976 convention in Phila
delphia.

Currently in his second term 
as an Institute vice president, 
Botsai will become president in 
December, 1977, succeeding 
John M.McGinty, FAIA, the cur
rent president-elect.

Also elected at the conven
tion were three AIA vice presi
dents for 1977:
—Herbert Epstein, FAIA, of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., now in his third 
year as chairman of the Com
mission on Education and Re
search;
—Ehrman B. Mitchell Jr., FAIA, 
of Philadelphia, presently serv
ing as chairman of the Commis
sion on Institute and Compo
nent Affairs, and 
—Robert L. Wilson of Stamford, 
Conn., current Institute vice 
president and former chairman 
of the Commission on Commu
nity Services.

Elected to a two-year term 
as Institute secretary was Rob
ert M. Lawrence, FAIA of Okla
homa City, AIA regional director 
from the Central States and 
chairman of the Commission on 
Professional Practice.

Serving as 1977 Institute 
treasurer will be Charles E. 
Schwing of Baton Rouge, 
elected at the 1975 convention 
to serve a two-year term.

DELEGATES 
VOTE TO 
DEFER CHANGE 
IN ETHICAL 
STANDARDS
Delegates to the 1976 AIA con
vention in Philadelphia voted 
overwhelmingly to defer any 
change in the Institute’s Stand
ards of Ethical Practice.

A resolution, finally passed 
by the delegates after consid
erable debate over a Board- 
endorsed proposed revision of 
the Standards (see MEMO 
#511), referred the question 
back to the Board with instruc
tions that the Board appoint a 
task force “representing the 
diverse views of the profession” 
to study the impact of the 
changes on the public and the 
profession. The task force 
would also be charged with 
preparing a new draft of the 
Standards of Ethical Practice, 
“based on a comprehensive 
investigation of the issues,” for 
study by the membership, dis
cussion at Grassroots 1977, 
and consideration at the 1977 
convention.

Major discussion centered 
on the issues of paid advertis
ing, contracting for construc
tion, and free sketches.

Opposition to lifting the ad
vertising ban centered around 
concerns that advertising would 
give an unfair advantage to 
large firms with high ad budg
ets, as well as possible prob
lems in enforcing a prohibition 
against “false or misleading 
publicity” contained in the pro
posed standards.

Most of the controversy 
seemed to center around the 
proposal to delete existing
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