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/ Dear Sir:

\ ¥ P U‘{A Ancntrins ¢ %
T am writing to you and tie\ gther architects and engineers aqggpmq- ' N
minent social workers and%gigizens about the abomin%b%@ﬁéﬂaﬂg\ff“affairs 11’“

in the Chicago Park District,

™
wrpenton, DG

- I mentioned only two=-three cases directly concerning to ‘the Architecw-
tural and Engineering Activities of the Engineering Department, This
is, of course, on infinitesimal part of sinistral picture and concrete
example of march of Dark Battallion - Engineering Department.

By your actual interference you can stop the graft and squandering of
. the funds assigned to recreation of poor class of Chicago population.

Make your patriotic duty, usée your authority and prestige and many,
-many will Dbe grateful to you,

DC 20006

Rally for the defense of democracy and for the "children of the poor".

ALEXIS A. ZAKHARurr Yours very truly,

ARCHITECT A.1. A. . t
6046 DORCHESTER AVE, Alexis A, Zakharoff
P ~ CHICAGO S .

It is a well-known fact - "the talk of the town" - the tragic state

of affairs, in the mismanagement of Chicago Park District. This in-
stitution under corrupt control of Hon, Mayor Edw, Kelly and at present
stage there are many things which required the intervention of State
Attorney or special senatorial Committee, :

I do not want to go far in all details but I intend to apply to high
caliber professional men as architects and engineers and to bring to
‘their attention the most flagrant two - three cases of open crime,
which are the resilt of system - the reign of "Dark Battalion" in=
stituted for a long time by Edw, Kelly and supported by former pre-
sident R. Dunhem, ' , ‘ _

The concrete case is = the drawings made for remodeling of Armour
Square Field House., This Field House was built 40 years ago with
initial cost of $47,000., It was designed by Architect D, Burnham Co.
and built from pomous concrete, Unplastered inside, with clay-tile
roof, The plan is very good solution with auditorium and two club
rooms in second floor, .The front view is rather attractive looking
from retrospective point of view, :
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-y silly notion of Playground Department and without any necessity at
2ll, it was decided to remodel this building and make large auditorium
in second floor, _ :

Almost 10 years ago, the working drawings started and with inter-
ruption continuing to the present time and only now a couple of months
ago completely finished in final form., All architectural, structural
heating electrical drawings 100% completed., At least 40 draftsmen,
including several architectural designers (myself also) were working
on these drawings and the cost of drafting alone is $30,000 - $40,000,
In final stage it was conducted by Architectural Designer C, Schroeder
the star of Dark Battalion, who was in charge of all design,’
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Now everybody, even park engineering department, arrived to the con-
clusion. that all drawings should go_to wastebasket gs_absolutely wrong!

- ma e ma  ew o e 2 e w mem o SR we wm e = = = = — - wm e e

A1l this sinistral affair can be formulated briefly in such way. The
cld building with original cost of $47,000 and with present value
approximately $25,000 intended to remodel at cost exceeding $100,000
and remodeling drawings alone already cost about $30,000 - $40,000!!
rom architectural and engineering points of view. it is complete non-
sense and an example of oriminal ignorance. The best solution of
course, would be to demolish the old building and to build a new one
or to build new additional building or to make repairs and small
changes not exceeding say $10,000,

But, the Dark Battalion, unable to understand this and by this reason
$40,000 of the taxpayers money, collected by high taxation and desig-
nated for recreation of "Children of the Poor!" - foolishly squandered!!

Briefly speaking the following atrocities (fortunately on paper only)
made by Dark Battalion. Hall capacity of 800 designed in extremely
expensive modernistic (high class night club) style in complete dis-
accord with classical style of building. The design made secretly for
Schroeder by his friend architect B. amith now in New York, Only one
double door 5'-0 wide to be installed. It requires 3 double doors for
normal exit and 3 fire escapes according to City Code. It 1s essential
requirement (remember La .Salle Hotel) -

Roof completely tear to pleces, very expensive patchy remodeling and

in the connection of two different materials will leak, In Gym overy=hing
thing to be destroyed and only front wall will stay. A1l toilets up=
rooted without any necessity, In social rooms and all over the build-
ing to be installed glazed tile, Front elevation spoiled-and looks
cockeyed, Schroeder and Str. Eng, Tom Kelly made a secret agreement
with manufacturers of glazed tile and they put this expensive material
all over, even in Janitor Closets! The cost of glazed tile will exceed
430,000 when the actual cost of whole bhuilding is about $25,000. It
'is really a record of squandering and criminal intentions shown very
clear, : _ 2 : .

During the process of making drawings I saw. the sbsurditios of Park
stars and twice I interfered without any authority but animated by re-
volt against complete ignorance and corruptibility of dark battalion,
Three years ago, I wrote to Ass. Chief Eng., Black, a long letter. The
following quotation, "7mhe drawings would be placed on so~called paper
apohitecture" and be thrown in the wastebasket, No radical changes
needed, no destruetions of walls and so-called '"major operation®.

The other letter I wrote in A ril, 1944 to R. Burke, Chief Engineer.
Quotation: "The Armour Square designed in final form with all working
drawings should be completely discarded. - Everything wrong," This
“letter was written before heating, and clectrical drawings were ordered.

The main reason for terrible failure is the fact that all engineering
forces are unfit, unqualified to responsible jobs. Asst. Chief Eng.
R. Black is ignorant draftman without. any technical education, un~
stabled mentally., He was not even able to pass the State Examination
and he got his license by soliciting and pull of politicians.
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He was promoted to the high post, Dby Dunham, strietly against regula-
tions of Civil Service Statute. Str. Eng. Tom Kelly is not an archi-
tect and a nervous wreck and besides he is a grafter, He promoted
ignorant draftsmen and takes recompensations from them and contractors

8180, .

Speaking about Ch, Schroeder, he is real criminal type. His activity
started in the Illinois State University and Prof, Provino know many
of his tricks and cheatiness, He passed Civil Service examination
with Park in criminal way - buying questions before examination. I
have a lot of witnesses to verify this statement, He passed also
State Examination by fraudulent way. He 1s double swindler and im=
poster. DBesides, in partnership with Str. Eng. T. Kelly, he committed
Arson in the Administra tion Building of South Park Commission, with
jntention to destroy working drawings for Foster Park.

"Recently he got the prize ofvTribune'Competition. The chairman of

the jury was Hon. P. Gerhardt, Junior Building Commissioner and €ity
Architect, Gerhardt is the "bird of the same feather", also swindler
and imposter as he bought license too. I intended to call him "ignor-
ant draftsmen" but it is too complimentary to him., By irony of fate,
T was working as draftsman in the office of his father, who knowing
that I am graduated in technical college had intention to ask me to
teach architecture to his junior, Father asked me if ‘I can calculate

steel beams!

T saw the Junior struggle with srchiteéctural orders., Now this ignor-
amous, without any architectural education and practical experience
(except a couple years of drafting in his daddy's office) was promoted
by E,.Kelly Jjust like all dark battalion to responsible jobe

That the diploma's mill exist in the State of Illinois is a well-

Jnown fact., There are many false architects in Chicago and member of
exomination Committee architect Ostergren-and Secretary of Ill, Soc.

of Architects Palmer have the 1list of architects who got their license

by criminal way.

Kelly is afraid of high class technical men. They may eXpose his
corruptness., In Parks Engineering Staff, which is supposed to Dbe

under Civil Service Statute there are many SO called architects and
engineers, ignoramuses, men without any technical education or plain
criminal types. Kelly choses technical men on the same principles as

a chief ganster selects new active members for the gang. The new
member should be reliable, because he has a hidden crime. It 1s quite
natural that he appointed as chief engineer, H. Burke, who is his yes-
man and who approves all deeds of dark battalion, ' '

Some thing should be done to stop triumphant march of dark battalion.
and the quickest and most efficient way to examining the criminal
documents - the architectural, structural, heating and electrical -
drawings of remodeling of Armour Sguare.

This will be the first step to investigate Park activities and to chase
the Dark Battalion. It 1s proper to mention that the drawings sup-
posed to be signed by the other "pig shots" of Parks, one of them

W, Bell, who illegally appointed as consulting engineer and he made
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-previously tremendous harm by criminal-ignorance, planning of heating
in many Park Buildings, His intention was to increase fuel consump-
tion as he and E. Kelly systematically taken commission from dealers,

The other "Big Shot" is office boy "Honorable Candidate" Grafter O, T,
Kuzik Jolineck with fantastic musical comedy title "Park Planning
Engineer" or better to say "Graft Planning Engineer". All these stars
are animated by the same aim - the loyal service to Kelly (not to

poor people of Chicago) and marching under dirty banner of corruption,
graft and destruction, _

o matter to which party you belong but you must realize that the

money of Park Budget assigned to recreation of poor class of population

but not for formation of prepaid Voters, supporting Kelly organization
and not also for formation and promotion of Dark Battalion, The cone
struction of Parks actually stopped. The delinaiency of the youth
increases and children are mutilating playing in filthy alleys,

The most practical step is to organize a group of high class technical
people and ask the Park Administration to submit the drawings of
Armour Square for examination and inspection. The drawings should be
studied by experts with inspection of existing buildings too and re-
solution and opinion should be sent to Parks, It can be done and will

be done, Park affairs is public business and everybody has a right to
investigate, ' '

At present time office of engineering dept. transefmred into some kind

"Vominoties" where ignorant hands mutilate public buildings with corrupt

intentions, There is a sickening atmosphere of hidden crime and many,
many architects who worked with Park have had the same sensation,
Remember my words: The high class educated technical men with honest
intentions and professional responsibility and respect to their pro-
fession will not get a job in Parks with the present administration.

The Technical Societies and Colleges should organize the fight for the
interest of their members and former students.. :

At the present time, two important jobs trusted to two ignoramouses,
Ch, Schroeder and Tom Kelly - remodeling eof*two park buildings, Large
squads of draftsmen working whole years and nothing accomplished yet,
The private asrchitects take about 8 - 10% for the remodeling job,
Already the cost of drawings, exceeded this amount and no end in sight.
It is gquite natural, because responsible architectural and engineering
work is in the hands of imposters and ignoramuses, . '

The other example of waist - the drawings of Avalon Parks, Twelve
years ago, the design of the new field house was given to a well lknown
architectural concern, Altschuler, Definitely wrong "Grafty" plan

and methods of construction were forced and imposed on him. The
Architect did not have the courage to fight and followed the orders,
When the drawings were made, I told him openly that they were goin

to the wastebasket, I was a good prophet: recently Kelly's favorite
Architect, A, Shaw, got the commission to make a new plan for Avalon
Park, but he must follow the wrong plan developed by "We" - oriminal
ignoramusos of Park, Shaw submitted a besutiful "Functional™, "Spon~

TT : ; s MU SR
tancous", "emotional", bold Fromt elevation, consisting in square with

one side hole, -
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Somethings are screwy and not ethical in the fact that A. Shaw got
the job made previously by other architects. I am sure that the
Alschuler Organization must recognize the fact that they are guilty
of following the wrong instructions without making a protest and will
make moderate extra charges for additional work, But, Alschuler al=
ready paid the "Gravy" and Shaw who knows all the ways and means, will
pay the other "Gravy". The wastebasket system really is a chicken
with double golden eggs, In this time, I wish to make a prediction
that all of Shaw's drawings will also be rejected by the new Park
Administration and will go to the wastebasket also, What a passion
have Chicegg o tax-payers!

The following are a list of drawings which will go to the wastebasket:

Drawings for Armour Square - 100 % completed $40,000
Franklin Park. (90% completed) , 10,000
Cornell Square (Unfinished) 6,000
Foster Park - 100% completed . ‘ 20,000
Avalon Park - 100% completed 15,000
Marquette Park -~ 100% completed , 20,000
Police Booths = 100% completed : - 5,000
New Lincoln Park Building . _ _ 5,000
Garden of the Nations 1!} 2,000
Midget Field Houses . 5,000

and many others,

At the present time, a draftsman artist is working on drawings for
the Chicago Worlds Fair in 1950!!! (Don't laugh - cry)

The best way, of course, is to open the criminal state of affairs and
start an investigation, The engineering Staff - ignorant draftsmen,
imposters, swindlers, arsonists, former brothrel keepers and bouncers,
ignorant janitors - all flowers of the Kelly administration and their
Commander - Honorable Mayor with his staff of Honorable Dummies, must
go and clear the way for a new honest administration,

There 1s an established fact that there are architects with fraudulent
licenses and diploma mill exists., This also must be submitted to in=
yvestigation,

2e The most conspicuous example of graft which exists in Park Admin-
istration is the toilet building in Riis Park., The Park is on the
putskirts of the city and in a deserted neighborhood, with rare pop-
ulation, For a typical Park, there is usually installed two or three
seats for each sex and a couple of urinals for the mens toilet, but
the designer of this building knew that somebody could get plenty of
"Gravy" from the piping and toilet fixtures and in order to promote
himself he inserted in his plan 17 (1!) seats, 6 urinals, 10 wash
basins and two slop sinks! This was approved without any objections,
The drawings were signed by Arch, Designer in Charge, E., Bucksbaum
and Asst, Chief Eng. R, Black, Str., Eng. T. Kelly and also W, Bell,
Asst. Gen. Superintendent.
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5. There are also many other buildings built under the Kelly Park
lanagement, Gage Park represents architecture which is a menstrosity.
lerrible interior with archeés made from porous concrete in Auditorium,
L long tunnel for wasting of fuel, indicating a very "Grafty" plan,
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Hamilton Park with a definitely wrong system of heating and ventilating
The heating was designed to heat the Universe not the buildings.,

The Metalfchimney in Mamn Parks was made purposely to spoil the
appearance -of the buildings and increase the consumption of coal,

In conclusion I wish to say tnat the time has arrived for intervention

and control of Park affairs, Otherwise, as I wrote in my recent letter
to cemmissioners, the mob will gather in front of the building with a
request to stop the Drak Battalion, The best way, of course, is to
tell Kelly to ouster all of the criminal scum and hire, by Civil
Service Examination, the real architects and engineers, There 1s no
genius required, but decent professional men with a good education

and practical experience.

During the War, we saw the need of physical culture as a corner stone
to good health and endurance. Good health, especially for under-
privileged folks, is precious in peace time as it is in War time,

High class field~houses, auditoriuwms, gyms designed and built in
progressive style and with all up to date achievements of building
industry is needed urgently. These buildings should be designed

by high class architects and engineers selected by examination,

High class professional people with a sense of duty for civil oblig=-
stions, can do great things and stop the crime of the Park Admin-
istration. You are needed for this purpose. :

A, Zakharoff
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ARCHITECT A1 A

6046 DORCHESTER AVE,

CHICAGO ALEXIS A. ZAKHAROFF
ARCHITECT |
Member of American Institute of Architeects.

‘Architectural Designer of Chicago Park District.

.Tragedy of the Chicago Park Administration under the corrupt leadership
‘of Mayor Edward J. Kelly.

I- Destruction of Civil Service Statute and substitution by autocracy
of Mayor Kelly and his cohorts.

As many people know, the Parks are governed by Civil Serwvice law,
the purpose of which is to put the employees outside of political strug-
gle, the formation of framework of employees, (especially technical
forces) by examination and the merit system., This s=lection and employ.
ment according to the law should be done outside of any pressure and
allegiance to any political party, but based on the principle of selec-
tion of the best. Before the consolidation of all parks in 1935, Ed-
ward J. Kelly was commissioner and president of South Park commission-
ers, and he started the radical violation of Civil Servics Statute a
long time ago, but after the consolidation the violations and destruc-
tions increased crescendo and now almost nothing is left from Service
regulations. W1l temporary employment was made with the approval of
politician Welsh, who was on the payroll under the title: "Administra-
tive Director." Now the system, slightly changed, but in essence re-
mained the some, This is a violation of Civil Service and is practiced
in many municipal and state institutioms, under control of democratic
and republicon parties. This is in violation of the spirit of the Law,
is very detrimental for the service in institutions, and the taxpaycrs-
public in general- should protest and fight against it. But this viola-
tion is child's play in comparison with the chain of crimes described
in the following text. . .

Destruction of Civil Service was dons by Kelly and the president
of The Chicago Park District Board- Dunham, with the dishonest purpose
of stealing money sappropriated for the recreation of poor classes of

 population in Chicago. I say, "to stcal." The definition of the word,

"steal," is"to take from another's possession, without right, authority
in & secret manner." ,I00% aovplies to the actual state of affairs,
Nothing is left from Civil Serviee, and by criminal ways and means Kel-
ly and Dunham sccretly scooped, and are scooning now, slush moneys from
the well of public funds. As many know, Kelly is head of the Democratic
party of Cook County, and Dunham is treasurer, and with arrogance, (not
secretly, as many have known for a long time) by criminal ways and mean
described in detail in the following text, they systematically stole
funds and used them for their personal profit, for corruption and bri-
bery of officials, whose dutics arc observance of law, and also for
supporting the natiomal campaign of Democratic organization in Washing-
ton. All this money stolen is a slush fund and certainly only a few
know how it is distributed and how much "sbuck" to the hands of Kclly
ond Dunhﬂm . ' .
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There are many methods for their eriminal activities, and one of
them was the formation of the Dark Battalion, made from complete ig-
noramuses: former janitors, office boys, ferm hands, ignorant drafts-
men, men for technical service without any educotion and diplomas--
"home -made"~- ongineers with large "grafting" experience, like Ed.
Kelly, himself--swindlers and imposters, those who passed examinations «
by criminal ways, "big Shots"-- those who come to the office once in
awhile and whoso records arec criminally falsified. There arec rumors
that among the Dark Battalion sre former ,jpounders and brothel kecpers.
This statement should bc checked by the pro sceuting attorney., All these
"birds of a feathcr flockcd together,” and made excellent background
for the ceriminal manioulations of Kelly and Dunham. With salarics’
from $3000,00 to #I0,000, and nmnder diffcrcent sonorous titles, as,
Assistant of Goneral Supcrintendonts, Consulting Engineecrs, Fork Plon-.
hing, or, bott-* *to say, Graft Planning Engineers, and others, they
made a nucleus of technical foreces, and to them was entrusted millions
of dollars for Park development. For instancc, the Outer Drive Bridge,
the New Administration Building, the Traffic Separations in the Outer
Drive, and many others,

Manv of thesc men were taken in domvletc violation of C1v11 Ser-
vice regulations. For instance Bell, former mechonical enginecr, wa.e
taken, during consolidation of the Parks, from a strictly enginecring
post to en administrative one, deflnlte]y against the law of consolida-
tion, Jelinek, ignorant draftsman, "office boy," one of Kelly's stars,
was promoted to a $6000,00 salary, without any examination at all,
There are so-celled temporarv men, who are on service "temporarily,"
for 9-I0 years, like Stromberg, head engineer in the repair section with
a salary of about $5000,N0., This was done purposely, mallclouslv, by
Kelly and Dunham, for many- reasong., ,

First of 21l the Dark Battalion is purchasable, (from $5,00 and up )
ond by reason of their ignorance they are loyal to orpanized crimes
they are trustful and they are relisble. They have no scnse of orofess =
jonal duty, or respect for a profession, and they villainously Okayed: .
any graft and dishonesty done by Kelly-Dunhom. For many real profess- - -
ional men, such as doectors, onglnerrs and architects, the lovc and horll
obligation of their profcssion is of paramount importance You could:nrt
buy any real doctor, engincecr, or architect, for a million dollars, but
any member of the Dark Battalion can be purchased for $5,00 and up.

Real architeets and anginecrs ore dongerous to Kelly- Dunham, for they
may rcbel and cxpose Kelly- Dunham crimes. This is the rcason why the
Parks have not an architect on the yayroll. The nost important quality
for a responsible cmploycc, is the gentlc art, beloved by Kelly, of tak-
ing bribcs, nnd ovassing them to him. And thls is the rcason why Bell
and Jelinck made brilliant careers. This system--n rule of the Dark .
Battalin -~ the handling of important tcchnical matters by ipnorant hands
did trocmendous harm to the Parks, not only in squandcring funds, but by
horriblr resvlts in many oonstruc+1on undertakifgs, and moybe half a
century 'will be rcowvired to henl the strocities committed by the Batta-
lion. Maybe this stotement would appenr untrue, becausc there are de-
cent buildings in the Parks, rccently crected, but thesc buildings were
designed, not bv stars of the Dark Battalion, but bv outsiders. As,for
instance, the promontory shelter in Jackson Park, which, supoosed to be
designed by Chas. Shroeder, architectural designer of Parks, was de-
signed byBon. Smith, New York archotect, former student offIllinois
University. Smith hclped Shrocder in many cases--a8, for finstance in
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exemination with the Parks --ond Ben. Smith should be questioned.

Here is the prover place to notice that there are in technical of-
fice certain engineers with college education and good practical ex-
perience, such as chief engineer Burke, and hend of the repair section,
Shapiro. (Shapiro left the Parks in January, I1945,) They looked like
real engineers, but they actéd like typical members of the Dark Battal-
ion. By documcnts, drawings, 1t is ecasy to prove that they Okaved typ-
ical Dork Battolion corruptive nonsemnce, and participeted in the crime
of destruction, sguandering and waste, Thoy know what is right and
whi:t is wrong, but thev svonort the wrong, because they are loyal to
Kclly., It is logiecnl that Kelly chooscs for rosponsible posts only
those whom he¢ can trust, ond who arc willing to sall their skins to him.

The Dark Battalion is a very luerative item for Kelly-Dunham, All
get verv high selaries, some of them twice as much, or morec, than they
can earn in private officcs, (if, renerally spcoking, thev can get any
other job.) Their salarics arc fietitious, and thce amounts shown in
the oublished Park budpct arc not wheot they really get, The budget is
marginel, fraudulent, ond the nublic systematically deceived by budgets
published in the newspaovers. The difference between published salaries
and actual, arse svstematically stolen by Kelly-Dunham. This aonlies to
temporary emolovers nnd Civil Scrviee men,

This stotcment is vary casy to verify by questioning undsr oath,
and with the 1lic dctcetor, manyv responsible present and past employees.
This is the main item of criminal incomc of Kclly-Dunham. To judge the
magnitude of this oocrotion, one must takc into consideratio that the
Park budget is about $9,000,000. and it consolidated in I935.

The othcr source of Kelly-Dunham income is the sclling of jobs,
(tcmporary and Civil Service) to the best biters and "loyal" employces,
in complete disregard of their qualifications ond fitness,

For instance, Galagher, principle construction engincer, paid
down a fortune for his job. How much newly appointed head of electri-
cal scetion, Wyett, paid down for his job, should 'be investigated. But
that is not all, The extra payments, also made by Galegher and others,
for "fake" Civil Service examinations, where the questions are given
to the "loyal", before examinations. For instanee, Bell's favorite, &
comnlete ignoramus, chief mechanical engineer, Hubb, a man without pro-
fessional training, with a salary of $5,200, passed the Civil Service
examination with guestions given him by his boss, Bell, beforc the ex-
amination., This statement is verv easy to verify by re-cxamination,
which will reveal the truth.

Generally spcaking, many examinations arc rcally o comedy. Thosc
destinoted will pass «-all others out, Many know this fact and nobody
goes to examinations. As the most important qualification for promo-
tion is the cavacity to take bribes, the whole svstem of Park Govern-
ment is built on graft. Bosses take from men undcr their supcrvision;
c¢ngincers in charge take from draftsmen, and promotion or lay-off de-
pends, not on capacaties and work of men, but on the amount they pay to
the propcr party. ‘ :

In some ways it resembles o huge, live pyramid in a circus; onc
stays on the head of othcrs, or on the shouldcrs, and the whole forms
somc kind of interloc”ing chain, In this system blackmailing, chantage
extortions, reign in tremendous scale., Many grafters, as Jelinek, Bell

: ~ «a , were caught soveral times, but the whole matter was hushed
up in order not to expose Kelly and Dunham. The task of prosccuting
attorney scoems to be very difficult, but for enormous crime is rcally
very cosy. As soon as one member of the pyramid will be exposcd the

-
.
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whole structure will topole, and onc crook will exposec the other. Many
full confessions will follow as all will realize that it is impossible
to hide thc truth.

' The system of bribery enriches many "small fry," since during tran-
sactions a considerable amount of "gravy" sticks to their hands. Mony
get rich and some of them, who are not clever, dlsnlav their fortunes
in renl estate and in other investments.

Everybody knows that in many cascs sudden wealth is sure-proof of
crime, and many employers, esvecinlly apvointed by Bell and his prote-
gees', should be qucstioned under the lic detector system. Of course
some of them will tell that they got rich the same way that Kelly got
rich: investing ALL his money in sharcs of Radio Corporation, when they
sold for $40,00, and sclling after two months for $800,00. All these
fibs should bc chcckcd, and, for jinstance O'Rourke, senior draftsman,
should be qucstioncd about how he fished in disturbed water for his
fortune,

2 «= Prresitise, Sound ring ond Wasto.

After consolidation the staff inereased in tromendous proportion,
and if onc comparcd thc number of office workcrs of South Park, Lincoln
Park and West Park, added togecther, with present number of employecs,
on¢ can find that it swelled almost threec times. The varasites, or semi-
‘perisites are very orofitable for Kelly-Dunham, With their marginal
salaries they yielded o large amount to the Kelly golden fleeccc,

Therc are twe kinds of varasites: malign and benign. A park hired
. five men for o job needing onc, and all five turned into semi-parcsites.
Mony men-are anxious to work, but th:ire is no work. They are human be-
ings, and certainly they could not quit, for it would be foolish., For
this rcason toke, for instancc, the cnginecering department, where many
draftsmen moke drqw1ngs which arc designated to the wastc pavper basket.
In the South park officc, bsfore consolidation, there was o pleasant
solution, Almost every afternonn, or part of it, all draftsmen, with
the blcssing of malign parasite No I, chicf draftsman, Plum, played
cards. 1In reality this svstcm was bencficial for the park, becausc in
this way thé building activities were curtailed, and less construction
~atrocities werc committed,

The diffcrence between benigni wnd nnlign ‘prasites consists in the
former just having a scft job with lots of boon-doggling, and in the
latter not:only doing nothing, but making grecat effort to spoil the work
of the othérs and do harm to the building activities of the Parks, '

The best example of the malign type of parasitc is chief drafts-
nan Plum, who did tremendecus harm to the Parks by his policy of impair-
ing all efforts for improvement in buildings design. He e¢onducted the
plamning og Gage Park, he consistently pulled down all my cfforts to
design Hamilton Park Ncw Hall in the s01r1t of good architecture., IHe
mutilated the plan of Mann Park. His guidanee of Architecet Albshuler
in making plans for Avalon and Marquette Parks, (whoech cost the Park
Administration $35 ,000) was such that these two plans should be con-
signed to the waste basket. All this was dene with leow jealousy of an
ignorant man, and with fear that grod designs might promote thosc who
did the architeetural work.,

At the .same time he ondcavored to keep criminally low the level
of Park Architeeture in order t~ create a sharp contrast with the ugly,
lousy construction of Gage Park- his creation.

There arc not only individual varasifes, but whole sectirns are
~



quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

5w

parasitic. For instance, the Department of Public Information, with o
budget of $I5,5I0, (not including reproduction ond painting, ) with Di-
rector Heuchling, with salary of $7,200, and additionol staff of five
persons. ‘ :

The Parks do not need publicity, and this seetion was created by
Dunham for the purpose of graft, and for propaganda for the Democratic
party, and especially for advertising Kelly. The main object of Parks
is the development of Park areas, by acquisition of grounds, buildings,
ond maintenence field houses, gymnasiums, etec. This main purpose is
completely forgotten by Kelly-Dunham. The public fund is actually
thrown out of the window, when there is o need for new buildings and
new parks,

The near south side section, with a eolored population, has not -
one decent fisld house and park, (outside Weshington Park,) The pres-’
ent field houses in Madden Park ond Washingbton Park, are remodeled from
old obsolete structures-- absolutely unsatisfactéry. "Children of the
poor" (expression of Jacob Riis,) arc playing omong the filth and squa-
lor of alleys, run over and mutilated on the strects by automobiles,
Delinquency ond crime of thec youth inereased, and healthy recreation,
parks and buildings were not developed and built at all, All "big shot!
of the parks, like Dunham, Brown, head of recreation. and the others,
often deliver, by rodio, maudlin and false talks that recreation is the
main remedy for crime, But how far their hearts ond decds are frem
their utterancel . B

As the first step in cleaning stables, the boon-doggling parasitic
office of Public Information should be shut down immediately, and the
head, L% originator and promoter of this branch of boon-dogg-
ling, snould be examined., :

The other branch is o Department of Law. There is the General At-
torney, with salary of $12,000, and four assistants, with a total budget
of $41,000, Therc is ne necessity for the Department, since previously
2ll legal matters were given to private lawyers, which, of course, is o
more economical way, ’

Excess of parnsites, or semi-parasites, are not only wasting money
but they are renlly harmful, as, for instance, when the lawyers stort to
work in order to show their activities.

It is worth while to mention the confusion and complication which
was introduced in the building specification. The Law technicality com-
pletely obscures the technieal conditions of construction, and the men
of average intelligence--contractors and dealers--will never be able to
understand the essence of specifications. It is some kind of foreste=
traps, scarcerows--and is really harmful for business. The architecctur-
al and enginecring societics, and contractor's association,. should get
the specifications of parks to seec the harm from zeal of parasites,

Much better that parasites of all branches do nothing--talk about
golf, cars, women, etes~-than show useless activitics,.

There arc lots of sinéecures, (offices with salaries but without
work, ) For instance there are threc district representatives, with
$4,000, cach, hold by politicians, (of oourse without any examination.?)
There is no need for such jobs, but Kelly is making all effort to create
a clique and supportes for his party. The Director of Special Sorvice,
Stephen Kelly, brother of Edward Kelly, gets $6,300, a year, and, of
course without any exomination. The list of #bempory employces" will
be given in agenda, The majority of these "big shots" have sumptuous
offices, ~ith n big micturc of K:llv shr'-inr his fimger. There is nei-
ther di-nity nor sclf resmeoh in this, r~nd somchow it resembles o picture

¥ .t
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of & dog and his master, commanding: "Take it--take it,"

The most terrible waste developed in play-ground sections. At the be-
ginning of consolidation, head of Department, Brown, insugurated a series
of pageants., Thousands and thousands of dollars were spent for boats, illu-
mination, and other paraphernalin. At the same time there wrs no hot water
and soap in the park gyms, and no fund for the construction of new buildings.,

What do you csll the fathsr of a fomily who throws a party and invites
guests to his house, when there is no soap--no hot water for the children?
In plain American language, he is a "nutl™ There is a very close parallel
between such o father and many officinls of the Park Administration.

In the complete indifferemnce to the building activities in the Park
system, by gencral superintendant Donoghue, chief engineer, Burke, and also
with the slavish attitude of assistont chief engineer, Black, and with miss-
ing in the system the architeet, (from "archi" shiof nand "teeton” builder)
all requests for new buildings and alterntions initinte from the Playground
Department., Many "funny" and unnccessary requests arc cxecuted in drawings
or in the field, without any eriticism and study from the Engineering De-
partment. Brown, by his ignorance, and, speaking politely, "funny" idens,
did tremendous harm to the Parks. The best sxanple represents the drawing
of the remodcling of Armour Squore Field House, The most fantastic changes
woere requested, and after years of work by several draftsmen, the drawings
were finished by swindler and imposter, park star architectural designer,
Chas, Shroeder, All thess drawings should go into the waste paper basket,
Their aoproximate cost was about 825,000, The drawings I00% completed, and
included 21l structural and mechanical drawings and specifications.

To illustrate the abysmal condition in the Engineering Office, it is
proper to deseribe one conercte cxample. Somebody from the Play-ground
Department had a notion that the balconies in Gymhasiums were undesirable,
and many were removed without the slightest criticism or objection from the
Engineering Department, The system of individual lockers was destroyed by
-request of Brown, and the basket system substitutede The adult people,of
course, decline to go to the parks, because their clothes get rumpled and
wrinkled, :

The record of waste was made in the purchase of trees for Chicago Parks
-~~===in O h i o} All this was staged by Dunhom nnd Bell in erder to
cotch landscape gardener, Moore, in taking bribes. )

It is proper to mention that the art of taking bribes is rather compli-

cated and delicate. It requircs a lot of courage to take o first bribe,
But far away from home-- "out of sight, out of mind"-- the task is simpli-
fied and made easy. Moore was sent to Ohio to buy trees for the Parks and
the trap workeds He took, but hid and did not share, and for that reason
was out of favor.

How much did that staged comedy cost the taxpayers? In the beginning
of paragraph on thc purvosec of creation of the Dark Battalion, it was men-
tioned that it was donc by Kelly-Dunham to meke a propcer ground ~nd condi-
tion for graft. There arc scveral cxamples of such schemes,

Construction of Outer Driwvc Bridge.

This million dollar work was intrusted to a bunch of irnorant drafts~
men. Robgrt:Black,. o man without any tcchnical training, without an engi-
neer's liccnsc, was in charge. Blaok was promoted to Assistont Chicf Engi-
neer, with sclary $7,800, and without Civil Serviee and State cxamination,
The architcetural nart was siven to Weigler, asrchitectural draftsman, with-
out talent and liconse of architeet, of wery primitive c¢ducation and insig~
nificant cxperience as an architcctural draftsman, The othcrs werc Tom
Kelly and Riglc, also technical men of the same caliber, To this bunch of



quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

The result is a comnlex flep, Lhowsysbem.dosssnob work and undsrappg=sm:

7.

ignoramuses was intrusted, by Kelly and Bell, a million dollars for the
construction of a bridge in the center of Chicago! As consulting engi-
neer, structural engineer, Randall, the only one real engineer, was in-
vited. Randall should be questioned on the whole affair, and his state-
ment will throw a light on the whole matter,

It is a well-known fact that, in order to build a one~story house
in the c¢ity, a licensed architeet, or engineer, is required. But for a
million dollar job a bunch of ignorant draftsmen was appointed! Edward
Kelly should be questioned why hc did not invite o good, ¥cal architect
and enginecr,

The reason is very simole: Graft, in the first vlacc.
High class professional men are dangerous, They may cxpose the

. whole corrupt acti¥%ity of Edward Kelly. Weigler, architectural drafts-

man, is a trustful mon and hired by reccommendotion of Bell-- and Weigler
"participated" with the others. Now he has considerable real estate in
Chicago. He should be questioncd, together with Black, Tom Kelly, Riggle,
and many disclosures will follow,

There is o bronze plate on the bridge with thc names of several
members of the Dark Battalion, and the names of contractors inserted, for .
advertising purvoscs. (Not frce of charge, of coursec.) This is proof
that there are not geod cngincers and architscts in Chicogo for municipal
structure, and only the "Dark Battalion” draftsmen can satisfy politi-
cians

The other example~- construction-of Outer Drive with Traffic Scpar-
ators, which cost more than 1,000,000, The first fiddle was played by
Officc Boy, now "Honorable candidate into jail," 0.K. Jelinck, the star
of first magnituvde in Kclly's constcllation,#This ignorant draftsman di-
rectcd the construction of twe miles of traffic sevaration highway,

, bprffiop-thenseparabor ol noW-towered end-remainssbobionary .
The question is: Why did not Kelly hire a real good engineer to handle
a million dollar job? Answer the same: Because the hipgh class engincer
might have exnrosed graft.

How would the private companies have acted in such a case? Do you
think Kaiser, Gencral Motor and the others would have teoken an office
boy for a million dollar job? Yes, if the office boy had boen a Leonar-
do de Vinci,

Do you think that construction of miles could be donc without re-
scarch and study? Of ccurse not! But Kelly smeclled the odor of "gravy"
in thc air and immcdintcly called jelineks for pushing the whole affair
te the disastrous onding. The Park Administration should submit the ac-
count of all funds spent on traffic separators. For it is a failure
end a¥costly failure. *

The other cxample-- constructicn of the new Administration Building.
Kclly-Dunham dilemma was--~"What to do, and how tc get "dough?" To give
the whole design and supervisiocn te the Dark Battalion would be rather
dangcrous because nnbody could design a decent building and the preject
might raise protests from invertebrated Enpgincering and Architectural
Socicties. To give to o private architecet was also undesirable, as he
might protest graft, and disclosurc weould follow. For this rcasen they
made o comnremise and invited nrivate architects, Holabird and Ront,
and nll drwaings werc made in tho Park Office. Of coursc all was done
for the samc nurrese-~ tr~ toke the graft. But such a sclution was very
cxvensive for the Parks. The many draftsmen, working on ~lans, under
incomretent leadershin of the Derk Bottalion, made the e¢~st far cxceed
the normal cost of design and surervision. The taxpayers should ask

* He is supposed to be an "inventor,"
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how ruch did the nlan nnd surervision cost? Consulting architect fee
was $40, OOO, and somebody told me that draftsmen recompensation and
supervision cost $I00, OOO If this is correct--the whole affair is a
waste of public funds %ecause for un-additional recompénsation the
private archltect could hove made a better job for less, and saved
money. Investipation is requlred for this particular matter.

Another subject also requires a prosecuting attorney's attention--
the construction of swimming pools. There are lots of irregularities
in the whole affair, The law reguired that the construction should be
given to the best bidder, but this was not done., The -whole job was
given to the Internationzl Filter Corporation, without competition.

The prover way was to hove invited a hydlaulic (watecr) enginesr to de-
sign the pools and submit to the contfactors drawings for competition.
This was not done and the construction of secveral pools was given to
the mercy of International Filter, It was quite natural that the con-
tractor thought of his interest and his profit, Because of this--a
very complicated and unnccessary expensive system of control was intro-
duced. The fact that pools operate only two months in the yvear mokes
it almost imrossible to hire high class mechanics, Consequently o
more simple and less exrensive system of control would be better, But,
the Dark Battalion on the march, bosses, grabs, and money goes on the alr.
. The other enginecring atroclty is the new water sunply svstem for
Lincoln Park. The territory to be supplied with water is ths area of a
small town, and water supply engineering is a very complicated branch of
engineering, based on hydraulic scisnce , and requires a long, and prac-
tical experience. The author has received education as civil engineer,
and he made o nlan for water surnly of two towns. General Surerintend-
ent, Donoghue, has received a college cducation as civil enginecers;
Chief Engincer, Burke, from the Sanitary District, and Donoghue, knew
how comrlicated a job was ahead. Of course, the best and only corrcgt
solution was~~to invite a high grade hydraullc engineer. But what did
they do? All drawings were intrusted to ignorant, junicr draftsmen,
who had never heard before about hvdraulic nressure, law of current of
water, friection, cost, ete, The water supnly was built, but it was a
sham job., Why was 111 this done? The reply is wvery 51mb10. The pipes,
faucets, pumps, are "srecialite! de la maison," (Ms- r01"1ty of the
house") of Kelly., In the rrevious caracity of Chief Engineer of the
Sanitary District, he "participates," and knows all roads where to go
and where to met., Bell is clso o veteran in this line, in the capaci-
ty of Mechanical Engineer of South Park. Of course thev did not lose
an o~nortunity to get "gravy," and they put in as desipgning engineer,
an ignorent dvmmy. It is worth while to mention the other fact, illus-
trating that Kelly instituted a spec1u1 graft in rlumbing fixture sup-
plies.,

I made the drawing for Hamilton Park Auditorium, and started %o
write specifications. My work was interrupted by personal, special or-
der of Kelly, who requested that spscifications should be done by en
ignorant draftsman (with IO0 houps of study of archjtecture; hours--
not days,) and in these specifications must be a special provision to
give all plumbing fixtures exclusively to Standard Co. It is clear why.

Spesking of waste, it is a prover olace tp mention the idiotic, in-
sane system of work in drafting rooms. Besides the $25,000 waste in
Armour Squars drawings, mentioned before, there are othcr examnles,

For instance, thc projeet for the "Zoo" new garden in Lincoln Park, with
many compllcated buildings is given to--a Landscape Designer, Aftcr a
year of work, all drawings completed on cloth, in ink, represent some
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kind of salad of architectural and engineering monstrocities, Of course
the proper place for such drawings is--the waste basket, ‘

The same landscape designer,during the last 9-I0 months, made drawings
for a fantastic scheme of Garden of Nations, on the HNortherly Island.
Ther: orc many complicated buildings, enormous greenhouses, halls, etc,

A diffjoult problem, even for an experienced structural enginecer and archi-
tect. The job was finished by a landscape designer, alone, and should go
to the wasts baskct. During all this comedy the architectural and struct-
ural designers were begging for work. There are also the samples of "com=
ical" architecturnl designs--they arc the "laughing stock." They are the
police shelter drawings, madc by star architecctural designer, D. Door,
Everything is shown, even thc thrcads of screws, and filament of electric
bulbs. I suggest that these drawings be rcproduced in many copies and sent
+o architesctural schools and to private architects as a source of enter =~
toinment.

The othcr example is the making of a park territory map in the Traffic
Department, The best way, and normal way, was to order in a Map moking
concern, but Jelinek, in order to place his name on the map, ordered the
plans made in the drafting room, mot copying, but in some kind of idiotic
monner, incomprehensible to technical people. This boondogling should be
investigated and cost determined. Former chief draftsmn, Calm, should
bo questioned. There are on file many plans completely finished, the cost
of which excecds $I00,000, and which are destined to the wasto basket.

I suggest to some day make o public coremony on Soldier's Fisld, _
("Kelly Day,"™) and throw all this trash, made by the Dark Battalion, in
the waste basket, then send the basket to thc Chicago Historical Museum,
in commemoration of the corrupt rulc of Mayor Kelly. To be exact and spe-
cific, the following projects should go into the waste basket:

Drowings of Armour Squarc, 100% completed. Cost of drawings only
%32&2225 of Pranklin Square, 100% complefed. Cost, $10,000.

MW oM wo" gornell Square, $6,000.

mowowow M Poster Park, 100% completed. Cost, $20,000.

mowow o Agaion Park, 100% completcd. Cost, $35,000.
mowonwon Mﬁrquette Park, IOO% comolcted.

mowonom v pylice Booths, I00% completed. Cost,$5,000,

®ow oMot Y New Lincoln Park Zoo., Cost, $3,000.,
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Womomomo % Gorden of the Nations. Cost, $2,000,
Womowow M M3gsobe--(1?) Field Houses. Cost, $5,000.
and many others,

. Besides these drawings, there are many monuments of waste in Park Ad-
ministration. One of them, "Goge Park," the worst recreation building in
the country. In the following text will be o dotailed description of this
building. - : '

It would be advisable for Chicagoans, livimg Northwest of the city,
to sce the public toilet building in Riis Park. Therc are I7 (1!) seats,
6 urinals, IO wash basins, 2 slop sinks in this Palace. (only 6 or 7 seats
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are required.) The drawings were made by former architectural design-
er, Door. He knows perfectly well that Kelly-Dunham-Bell, and Dark Co.
took "gravy'" in plumbing fixtures. In order to promote himself and get
e rise, he used "Bell-Park-Shame" architecture. ’

The other architectural designer, Shroedcr, (slias Stepanoff) swind-
lor and imposter, did the same, in meking the drawings for Armour Square
Park, This set of drawings is really a criminal document, disclosing the
corruption of the Park Afministration, These drowings cost more than
$25,000, and must go to the waste basket, Similar "work" was done with
drawings of Franklin Park. All drowings 100% completed on cloth and
dravm in ink and ready-~--for the waste basket. Approximate cost of this
job about $8,000--$10,000, for drafting work only. Also the drawings of
remodeling Cornell Squarc, done by Shroedsr, in the seme manner, in the
samo "Park" Arehitcctural style. These drowings, mede in pencil are not
completed, but, of course, represent the attempt to mutilate Park build-
ings for graft,

This is a concrete oxamolc of work by the Dark Battalion. For argu-
ments sake, if other crimes onumerated in this paper are the imaginotion
of unbolanced minds--«(just what they may say in defensc, )-= this crime<=
the attempted mutilation of public buildings by the Dark Battalionm, is
sufficient proof to ouster all Park Admistration--to bring them to trial,

The erime c¢an be disclosed very easily by technieal experts--archi-
tects and engincers. In a nut shell the process con be described very
simply: The designs done by an ignorant imposter, supervised by o boss
who is a grafter and ignorant of architecture, directed by o typical mome
bor of the Dark Battalion, and sanctioned by Kelly men. They are all
guilty, but. of course the main criminals are Honorable Mayor of Chicago,
Edward Kelly, and his viee-roy, Dunhom. They institute and oromote the
Dark Battolion for corruption and personal profit.

At present time all oripinal drawings ore in the possession of Chas.
Shroecder, and this criminal evidence may be lost or stolen,(in reality
hidden by Chas. S.) But it would not hclp to hide the crime--the copy-
prints arc now in the vault of one of Chisngo's Banks.

It is worth while tc mention how far Chas. Shroeder went by tle cri-
minal roand. In the South Park Administration building he committed arson
in the drafting room. The drawings of Foster Park were completed, and in
order not to lose the'job, or for other motives, he arranged the fire.
(Arson.) The firc did considerable demoge to property, but the drawings
ere not destroyed. It was not a perfect crime and he wos caught, but the
whole affair wos hushed up. His crazy jealousy of the capable people was
demonstrated several times in the University of Illinois, and Professor
of the Architectural Department, L. Provine, c¢on tell many things. One
crime in Champagne was not disclosed, and now, when his real character is
revealed, he should be questioned once more. ‘

3= Corruption in the purchasing and use of fuesl, (mostly‘coal,) for
Park buildings.

For o considerable time, starting from the first years of his employ-
with South Parks, mechanical onginccr Bell, former Janitor, made a scheme
to get a commission from coal merchonts. Together with Edward Kelly, they
devised o system of graft, Their logical concept was very primitive:

"More coal consimed, more commissions would go into their pockets.”

With this aim they developed many devices and mcans to increase the wasta
of conl, In many parks the boiler houses are placed far away from the
moin buildings, purposoly, to increasc the loss of heat. The best sxample
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is Gage Park., The plan, so-called "partie", is absolutely erroncous, with
moany outside doors, absence of ceilings, large areas of windows, ete. All
was arranged by the corrupt hands of Kelly and Bell, During the designing
of Goge Park, two architects, working as draftsmen--Pearson and Shaw--
vainly protested and could not stand the mutilation of buildings for the
purpose of groft. They left the Park and the whole designs werc given to
ignorent draftsmon, Horry Rith. The result is roally otrocious., But this
is not all} The soame wrong plan was forced upon well-known architect,
Alschuler, who made plans for Avnlon and Marquette Parks for recompensa=-
tion of $35,000., I sincerely believe that this money is not lost. After
the ousting of Kelly and Bell, the architect will restore his reputation
and the plans will be remade according to requirements of architecture,
Hamilton Park has nlso a definitely wrong system of heating, calcus
loted on wastc of conl. In Mann Park steel stock is installed purposely,
with the same aim., Manv Park buildings are radically remodeled, without

any improvement., In fact, from the point of view of full econonmy, the

buildings are worsc,

The firemen who tried to economise were discharged, ond those who
woasted fuel were promoted.

Coanl is national wealth, and wasting it on a largs seale is erime,
punishable by the death penalty in Russia and Germany, even in peace timec.
But in & democratic country, with governmment for the people, the tiolaters,
grafters and squanderers, triumphantly march, with pockets crammed with
money stolen from the people, and no one dares raise a voicse in protestsd

4o-- Abuses with hollow tile and glazed tile,

Kelly-Dunhem made a secret connection and agreement with monufect~
urers of this kind of maoterial, and they get a certain commission for
using these material}s in parks, schools, and municipal buildings. These
materials are rather expensive ond are ussd mostly for sanitary purvoses,
as in public toilets, butcher stores, jail pens, and in many factories.
The use of those materials in social rooms, ¢lub rooms, class rooms, is
not only unnecessary, but undesirable, because they create a harsh, un«
pleasant fecling., Many people could not stand it and enjoy any socinl
nctivities, or studies. But the graftcr's logic: "mo¥c use~-morc copmis-
jon," completely disregards the needs and requirements dictated by good
architecture. Stars, favorite Park architeetural designers, know the se~
erets to pleonsc bosses, and one of them, momely, Shroeder, in remodeling
drawings of Armour Square, incorporated in the drawings the glazed tile--
practically in all the rooms. The present building was erected with the
use of chenp materials 40 vears ago, at the cost of $40,000, but Shroeder.
incorporated in the drawings the glozed tile at an approximots cost of
$30,000% This is absurd idiotism, from an architectural point of view,
but it was done with the noproval of thé chicf engineer, his assistont,
and structural engineer, Tom Kelly. They all know where Kelly dipped!
in conclusion it is worth while to mention that the abuse of glozed tile
con be seen im nl)l new schools, I advise the citizen to visit Bret Harte
school, (56th Sty and Steny Island.) All interior walls nre covered with
glazed tile to the ceilings, ond the school looks like a power stationm,

o slaughter house, or jail. It is ugly, exnensive, but it is profitable
for Kelly,

§e-~ Illegal holding by Bell of the offiec of Consulting Engineer,

It has already been mentioned that after consolidation of the Parks,
Bell wms appointed by the autocratic power of Edword Kelly, Assistant
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General Superintendsnt, in spite of definite requirements of law., In
March, 1943, Bell reached the age of 65, and, according to the law of re-
tirement, he officially retired. There was a ceremony in the Board Room,
and Federal Judge M. Igoe madc an eloquent speech, praising Bell. But the
following day Boll returned to the same office, in the same place, with
the same salary, $10,000, and with the same duty, only his title was
changed to "Consulting Engineer." This is definitely a violation of Law,
The Lotin saying: "Dura Lex, sod Lex," meansw-the stern Law is the Low--
and everybody should obey, The spirit of law is that younger men should
be employed, and for the job=-"Assistant General Superintendent"--that
men should be chosen by examination, '

We. often see in the papers the pictures of Captains of Police, retired
after 65 years, in very good health and full vwigor. What would people say
if these policemen stayed in officg and their titles were changed to "Con-
sulting" Captoins of Police? '

It was already a precedent in Park Service, A parallel case is when,
in 1936, Linn White, consulting engineer, rétired, when the law of retire-
ment passed in the Legislature, Judge Igoe, formerSouth Park "Commissioper,?
(Commissioner) Whot an ill-omened word!% a bird of Kelly's nest, Gaurdian
of Law, was not only silent and indifferent to violation of Law by the Parks,
but in & very clear manner he shielded, by the dignified toga of Judge, the
usurper, the man who has not the legal right and authority to teke the office.

We are living under Democracy, and the fundamental principle of this
regime is--Equality to the Law and Justice for all. But Igoe believes and
acts in a different way, and violates the substance of the Law by protect-
ing o criminal., He should be indicted by the Senate and submitted to trial,
If he is doing this "platonically," or for recompensation, should be de~-
termined.

Igos, & very nctive member of the local Democratic Party, was oppoint-
ed to the high post by recommendation of friend--ardent supporter of the
President-~"Ed" Kelly, for shielding oand orotecting the crime of Kelly,

Igoe is mokine hid job very good and he is "oabticipator,” spesking in gen-
eral words, and is guilty of the protection of "Consulting Engineer," Bell.
For Igoe-- a law is o svider's net, The beetle passes through--but the
smell fry is caught. :

1
ot

Dunham instituted some kind of "Gestapo" sceret service to watch the
private lifs of employecs. He had no right to do this. It is illegal and
un-American, The secret service with night watching, cor chasing, ete; is
very expcnsive., The fund for this item is cemoiflaged in the budget in
some way and is only further proof thot the budgét is fictitious.

Former Chief of Police, James Kerr, should be questioned and he will
bring light on many things.

Thors ~rc Heny cxoonlcs of wo.std ~nd frrcgul-r rurchascs, PFour photol
graphers, working day and night, Ly order of the Playground Department, ere
taking pictures of pretty babies, dancing girls, Bob Dunham at the piano,
posing "a la Nero," big shots with fish, caught during vacation, etc.

At the same time ths blue-printing mechine, under supervision of the
photographers, is run with dead lights, and naturally there are great
guantities of paper ruined. :

The photographic supplies are purchased, not from large concerns,
like The Eastman Company, but from small dealers.s The reason for this is
vory simple. Large componies do not pay commissions to Park men.

The amount of money expended on photography and on printing of draw-
ings should be made public. The terrific waste would be disclosed by this
method. -
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There are many arbutrary octions of the Board of Commissiomers. Accord-
ing to the nccepted regulations all employees, in case of sickness, got 40%
of salary. But, when BELL and BLiCK werc sick for a considerable time---
(almost ome year)--- th&y got their salaries in full,

If o policcman, or laborer, with large families, would got their salar-
fes in full, in casc of sickness, it is not legal, but it scems to me that
nobody would object from a humanitarinn standpoint. But BELL and BLACK got
$10,000, and $7,000, and certainly the rcgulations should aprly to them.
Commissioners who approved the sick leave for BELL and BLACK should pay the
omount illegally assigned.
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ALEXIS A. ZAKHARCFF
ARCHITECT
Member of 'Amcrican‘ Institute * of A¥chitoots,

Architectural Designer of Chicago Park District,

I-- I accuse Mayor Kelly and the whole Park Board, with President
Dunham, all Commissioners, since consolidation in 1935, General Superin-
tondent Donoghue, chief of Civil Service Department Hoover, of flagrant
violotion of Civil Servicc Stetubts, with results of incfficiency, parasi-
tism, roign of Dark Battalion, fake examinations, selling of jobs, crimi-
nol unfitness of employees, squandcring of public funds, waste oand de-
struction of Park propcrties.

2-- I accuse Edward Kelly and Dunham of systcmatic stealing of pub-
lic funds destined to the recreation of Chicago's poor classes of popu-
lation by o marginel, fictitious, fraudulent budget.

3-- I nccuse consulting cngineer, Bell, of illegally holding the
position of consulting cnginger, after retirement nge. He must be dis-
misscd immediately and commissioners who approved his pay in budget,
should refund the illegally appropriated money for Bell's salary. Also
the indiffcrent attitude of Govornor Green, and former attorney Courtney,
should be investigated. :

4-= I accuse Federal Judge Igos of neglect of his duties as a
guardian of Low, He was not only indifferent to many violations of Law
ond destruction of Civil Service Statutec in the Parks, but his anprovel
of appointment of Bell ns consulting engineer, oponly demonstrated his
approval of an absolutely illegal act.

5=y I nccuse Edward Kelly, Dunham and Bell of nccepting grafts
during the construction of the new Administration Building. As witnesses
the following porsons should be questioned: Architect Holabird and Root
orgonization, Contractor Pashéen, and General Contractors, Lundoff-Bick-
nell, and former commissioner, Jaseph, ‘

B4~ . I acouse Mayor Kelly of cntering into secret agreecment with
the manufacturers of ccoramics, hollow tiles, and getting a commission
and profit for glaozed and plain tiles used in municipal instituticns,
under control of Kelly. Such agreement artificially increased the cost
of construction and remodeling of public buildings, and often detri-
mentally on the whole, by imnropsr use of these materials. As witnesses,
Fritz Wagner, nresident of American Terra Cotta Company, and Dircctor
of the samec Comrany~-Searks-- should bs called,

T I accuse Kelly and Bell of systemantically, year by year
taking bribes and commissions from merchants of fuel, (mostly ccals.

For incrcasing their eriminnl profit they used mony deviees and dishon-
est demarches, as purrosely wrong construction of Park buildings; long
tunnels between main buildings and nower houses, large surfaces of win-
dows, high ceilings, doors orened dircctly outside, etc. Spedking brief-
ly, the waste of coal was artificially ineréased in order to get more
commigsions.

8«~ - I accuse General Superintendent, Donoghue, Chief Enginger
Burke, Consulting Engineer, Bell, Assistant Chief Engineer, Black, and
Structurnl Engineer, Tom Kelly, former Chief of Rerair Seotion, Shapiro,
"Chief Architect," Gym-rigger, G. Gerding, of criminnl indifference to
their duties in supervising the comrletion of drawings for remodeling
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of Armour Square Park, The drawings were coemnletcly finished by archi-
tectural designer, Shroeder, with arnroximate cost of $25,000, for draft-
ing work only. These drawings ronresent the mixturc of criminal ignorance
and attemnt to artificially inerease the cost of construction. Mostly the
drawings were made as a source of graft, practised in Parks on a great
scale, The damage to Parks excccds $25,000, sinco the drawings will be
thrown intc the woste basket., Besides, knowing that Chas. Shroeder passed
Civil Service Examination in a criminal way, they trusted to him the wvery
recshonsible work, and Black and Kelly neglected my nrotest in written form,
of the wrong and i-norant design of Shrocder. I accuse Shroeder of crimi-
nal ignorance, '

9-- I neccuse Bell, Structural Engincer Tom Kelly, Senior Engineering
Draftsman, Chelsen, of taking bribes from Internmntionel Filter Co. As
witnesses, the »resident of Internntional Filter Co. and his cngincer,
Koupall, and also the -erson whose name will be disclosed to the prosecut-
ing atterney, should he be questioned, Dunham and all commissioners who
a~proved the contract with Intcrmational Filter Co, without cemretition,
should be indicted for illegally giving contracts without competition.

The cost of the whole installation of nools must be submitted, an! com-
pored with the cost of $irilar instcllations in other eities-- Milwaukee,
for instancec,

v 10--~ I gecuse Structural Encincer, Tom Kelly, of taking bribes for
the contractors. Besides I charge him of taking gifts and groaft from
draftsmen under his surervision. The list of controctors and draftsmen
will be submitted during investigation. v

II--- I accuse Consulting Engineer, Bell, of entering in secret part-
norship, and agrcement, with testing Laboratory, Walter H. Flood and Cos
in Chicago, ond using his authority as leadins technical man, in Parks
system, giving to this Laborantory Parks work, in testing materials, and
by this way getting rersonal profit. As witnosses, General Superintendent
Doncghue, Secretary of Bell, Helen Damzell, and Flood, should be called.

I2--~ I nccuse Architectural Designer, Chas. Shroeder, of passing
Civil Scrvice examination by fraudulent means, getting the examination
questions beforc examination, The list of witnesses to be submitted to
the prosecuting attorney. Professor Provine, hend of the Architcotural
Derartment of Illinois University, should be invited to testify about
the bility nf Shr c'tr, n' his rovins "LFigTWsT in the Univ-rsity,

I3--- I nccuse scenior draftsman, 0. K. Jolinék, of graft and crimi-
nel ignorance in design and installation of traffic sererators in the
Outer Drivc, The result of this was a waste of rublic funds.

3¢ ok ke sk skooke skl ok ke ok ke ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok kok koK
AGENDA.
The material submitted above gave sufficient ground tc start rrosecu-
tion agninst the leaders of Parks. In the agenda will be given addition-

a2l data and details, illustrqting the whols tragedy of the situation.

Tee- The 1ist of illegal positions.

Almost all "big shots" stending at the head of departments and
sections appointed illegally.

Director of Finance and Property---<se--cemsmeoenm- $9,000
Director of Accountse ---= ~vomecu- -————— e ——————— 7,200
Genoral Abtorney ==~~-eeemmmmemcccecceoveeeneo—aar 12,000
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All other lawyers-===----w e e —————— $30,000
Asst, Chief Engineer-e-ew--- et —————— - 7,500
Director of Purchases-~==-mmemeemccccaaocmenaaoux 7,500
L.ndsénps Architectemememcmeanaao R P 4,5b0
Traffic Engingerec--wcecmcmeccecen—x —————————————— 4,000
Chief Horticulturist -eweve-- R ettt S ) 4,000
Supervisor of Building Operation e-wewe-wccwcca-- 5,500
Planatorium Director =e=seececnccrccrcvmcncmnnaan=" 6,000

2-- For inquiry about marginal budget, besides the present émploygcs,
the following employees who lsft the Park should be questioned: «

Architect Andersonm.
Architectural Designers: Door; De-Kreek; "John Lang.
Former Assistant Secretary--Milton Conneley, and others.

3-« Additional materials for characterization of Consulting Engineer

Bell,

InWho's Who in Chicago, it was stated that Bell started his career
as Assistant Chief Engineer in the Hotel Eastman, in Hot Springs, Ark,
The word "Engineer" is a very elastic word, and has several meanings, as,
for instance, 'Janitor,' or 'Fireman,'--the man who takes care of a furnace,

Bell started his earscer as fireman, or janitor--"dvornik,"-- and
there is nothing offensive, or degroding, in this fact. Véry often we find
thet presidents of large corporations, railroads and banks, started as
office boys, clerks, drivers, etc., The carcer of Chrrysler, Ford ond mony
others are examnlcs. It is rcally democratic and noble that the son of
president and son of cobbler have thc same opportunity to success.* But
it was not this way that Bell started his carser, His star rnised when he
"hooked# the Park job, under Kelly, and started the art of "toking and
sharing." The former South Park Superinteondent, Foster, discovered the cor-
ruptibility of Bell, but Bell found a surport in Kelly and Donoghue, (who
succeédad Foster.) Their joint compaign against Foster, by many ignoble
means, pushed Foster to a premature grave. _

In the future career of Kelly, he once more turned into a secret
sloyer, ond his vietim was a very good man, o decent politician-- Govern-
or of Illinois, Horner. Just like yesterday, sounds in my ears the radio
speech of Horner: " I do not recognize any bosses, and my only boss is
the people of the State of Illinois.”™ For this he was punished , sont %o
promature death by an insidious campaign, dirceted by Kelly.

After the fake forewell of Bell, one emnloyee wrote an artiele prois-
ing Bell, and he called Bell "A one-man welfare-board." A "saint,"(1!
according to some he helred. ( Quotation from Park Emrloyees Life.)

The Honorable Judge Michael L. Igoe mentioned that "Mr. Bell was not only
mown for human kindness, but his kindness towards birds and animals,

He loved them and thev loved him, And when the birds and animals love you,
you must be good., Judge Igoe's reference to animals resulted from Mr, Bell's
well known habit of feeding the wild ducks in Jackson Park. Simplicity ond
kindness make for greatness. Those words coming from the lins of Mr. Igoe
gave them greater signification.” (End of quotation from Park Employceds
Life.) The sentimental stories about Bell's ecarly rising, oand bird feed~
ing,frund o very ~res~ié ex-lonttién. They were the result of a guilty
conscience and fear of being arrested. Ho suffired frorm inscmnia and
wandered in the parks, like Judas with his thirty pieces of silver.

In reality this "goody-goody", benefactor and erch-grofter with mon-
ey stolen from poor people was making all efforts to create a clique of

"his own and . buy friends and survorters.

* Correction, It is wrong. See disclosures of Elliot Roosevelt.



THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

I7-

It was o time when Bell could not go into Repair Shops without a police-
men, such was the wrath towards hime He prostituted his office, and many
emnloyescs discovered that for suecess there was no neccssity for hard work,
nor ability, but graft, and they tried to follow his examprle,

He is really, "Children of the Poor" enemy No, 3, (Kelly-Dunham No,I

.and 2.) ) .

During the designing of Hamilton Park Auditorium by me, I found out
that the heating drawings were made absolutely wrong, (to heat the universe,
not the building.) I protested openly, saying that Bell knew nothing ebout
heating. I thought that this was sheer ignorance. Now I can see that I was
wrong, because all was done intentionally, in order to increase ths waste
of fuel. I added, also openly,that Bell was the Boss because he took bribes
and gave to the Bosses® In anv decont office, any subordinate employce who
dared to make such remarks would be discharged, but I stayed becausc what I
said was the truth, and thc bosses were afraid of scandal and exposurc,
Besides I had thes supnort of many dscent poople in the office,

The graft and dishonesty of the Porks Administration is known, of course,
to many, and for this reason many ohilanthropists chaonged their intention of
donating to the recreation of poor poonle, ond for park development. They
knew that the monevy would bs stolecn. Bell is onc of thc main rcasons for
this fact. If the amnouncement to invite people to testify and disclose the
crooked affairs of Bell and Jelineck would be published, whet a cordon of
police they would require to recgulate the crowdsiil '

The other man who made an exccllent carecr with Parks is Tom Kelly,
structural enginecr. He has a good ccllege education and is o hard worker.
But, unfortunately, his endeavor to advance guickly, and moke a career at
any cost, led him to tresnass all limits of humanity and moral obligation.
He grasped that the essentinl condition of success with Parks under the
Kelly regime -~-was the graft. Besides hc knows that Zakharoff is 'cinder
in the eyes' of Bell, Kelly and Dunham, and he started an isncble campaign
agoinst me, | He refused to give me any responsible work, and it was given
to an ignorant tracer, swindler Shrocder, or new men in the office. As a
boss he is cxigent and hard to please. Very often these qualities, though
unpleasent for insubordinates, are desirable for good results, but at the
some time Tom Kelly was taking the 'donations'from draftsmen, he vromoted
ignoramuses, end besides conducted mutilations of Park buildings for graft.
He lost prestige, and I repeat in written form what I said, orally,in the
Drafting Room,-«="Tom Kelly takes the bribes, He should be fired, put in
jail, and the stolen money confiscated, But everything will be hushed up,
because thc Honornble took the Lion's Share." This is a proper place to
mention that hc showed his cruclty and absence of any moral principles in
many casess For instance, he organized the dismissnl of his boss, struct-
ural enginecr, Hoyt. Hoyt is innocent, and was discharged unjustly. He
made cvery effort to push to insanity his boss, Black, and almost obtained
that rcsult. But now he is punished,-~=-the fear of exposure of ‘the graft
is gnawing him, and he is sick, and on nervous ground. Any good doctor,
prosecuting cttorney, or Judge, in this case, should give geod adviee,
such as: "Complete confession.”

In all these cxposures, ons mon who really desecrves consolation is
General Superintendent Donoghue., He is a victim of circumstances, and for
me, ¢specially, it is hard to throw a stone, because I know that in many
cases hc protectced me, and I was not ousted by reason of his suvrort.

His dilemma was to fight against Kelly, which was rather hard for a man
with a large family, and the chanca of losing his jobe. The other solution
was: tc toke the nolicy of---"laiss z-fairc"--(let it go.,) Therc are
meny sttenuating circumstances for him, and the fact that he is greatly



quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

18-

estimated by many park emnloyees, should be § %r into consideration.

In judging, the unhealthy conditionﬁmquﬁmrk in“the Engineering Depart-
ment, & Yery import~nt fact should be disolnged, Thear-s is n.diplome mill
for architects' licenses in the State of Illinois. In other words, many
~rohitects bought their licenses by examination , through fraudulent ex-
amination, because the questions were in their possession before examina-,
tione The man who is selling the questions is a member of the Arohitectﬂ'
Examination Committee~~Architect Ostergreen, This gentleman tried to ¢
pump "dough" from me when I took the examination, but did not succeed.

I can tell of a score of false architeets in Chicdgo who got licenses
by examination by fraudulent ways. The clecrks in architects' offices,the
sons of wealthv pecople, and many others, now full-fledged architeets, with
fraudulent diolomas, As a curiosity--thev say that o very clcver man with
excellent architecctural training, ourvosely passed the examination by
crooked ‘ways, in order to get a job in o municival institution. The archi-
tects of Chicago, in order to sove their reoutations and prestige, should
organize o "clearing house™ and scrutinizc all reccords and qualifications
of members of their profession, Palmer, a secrebtary of the Illinois So-
ciety of Architects, knows nll, and can submit o list of falsc architects.

In judging the wholc meaning of the title,"architect", onc must take
into consideration that the architcetural profession is onc of th: most
difficult in the world, and in some ways, cxcceds the medical profession.
It requircs long study, cxcsllent enginccring and artistic canncities,
and good practical cxperience, A real good architeet is a rare specimen,
and it is easier to find a real good doctor than a rcal good architeet,
The college education, generally spenking, gives a little, and puts the
"espirant" only on rails of future progress, But in the horrible systom
of architecturnl cducation in this country, especinlly in Armour Insti-
tute, I0--20 years ogo, with ignorent professors, lacking in talent, and
with lots of rah-rah-rah's, the architectural assets of collsege almost
equaled zero., (Now it is worse, as the architectural college has turned
into caboosc acedemics, and instead of "beavtiful colonial," they now
teach "early vatagonian" styles.,) But, in any cvent,the college gives
something.

Unfortunntely, therc are many architeets who got their licenses work-
ing a couple of years in daddy's office as draftsmen, slipping scveral
hundred bucks to Ostergreen, gotting their licenses, and starting brild
liant carcersas architcets in Municipal Institutions. PFor cxample, one ©
of them is Paul Gerhardt, Junior, past president of the Illinois Society
of Architccts,now oresident of the Chicago Chapter of the American Insti-
tube of Architeets, building commission and Chicago City architects, or,
in other words-- kelly architect. He is a charlatan-quack, with false
license, o man without any architectural education, jelinek No 2, and
he got his job through support of o porerful group of German descendants
in Chicago.~- and, of coursc, paying well to Kelly. He could not pass
a renl architcotural exomination, was unabls to do so because of his ig-
norancc. But Kolly knew the truth, and chose him on thc same basis that
he chosé Bell-Jelinek~Black. He is reliable, has no respect for his pro-~
fession, is a yes-man, is willing to do c¢verything to help Kelly in
graft, and will be loyal to organized crime., On the same oprinciples,
gangsters choose new, active members in their gangs. The new member
should be rclinble, becausc he has o hidden crime,

To easily verifv this disclosurc, draftsnen and designérs in his
office should be questioned, and I am surc that Ostergrecn will make a
complete confession and show the list of fake architects. By irony of
fate I witnecssed Gerhardt's first steps in his architectural career in
his Daddy's office, and it opened my cyes to the whole truth. It is
proocr to mention that Gerhardt senior, is an architeet of old formation--
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"plumber-architect.” When the Honorable City Architect, and Building -
Commissioner, President of Architectural Societies, will be exposed, and
when it will be proved that he is on ignorant draftsman, with a false di-
ploma, it will cvoke a tragie story in a small Frech towns The citizen
committee gave ‘to the most virtuous and moral girl in the town a svecial
medal., The girl wns so touched by such an honor, that, from ncrvous
shock, she gove birth to a child. . '
In the parade of Dark Battalion before the jury, the architcctural

section of Parks should lead, and go immediately after Bell, Jolinek and
Bleck, as the elite pguard., There were 5 architectural designers, and
only onc-= Zakharoff--passed the Stote examination and Park Civil Service
Examihation, in nn honest way. All others passed the Civil Service Exam-
ination in froudulent ways, They are swindlers and imvosters. Onc of
them -- a star of first megnitude--did not pass the State examination at
all, but he is Bell-man, or, according to the Park dictionery--a grafter.
From the other 3, at least 2 passed the Stote examination in fraudulent
ways through Ostergreen support, and they are double swindlers and im-
posters, '

But the selection and promotion of these false architects, including
Gerhardt, was made purposely by Kelly~- just like forming a2 Dark Battalion
-- to cover his corrurtion. In some way, the system of Municipnl employ=-

‘ment reminds me of & story about a boss who discharged a clerk from his

office. The clerk asked for o letter of recommendation, and the boss told
him 4o writc it himself. The clerk wrote that he was a hard, intelligent
worker, of great ability and high moral charaoter, The boss signed the

letter and added in the postseript: "This is the reason why he was dis-

charged." If o Kelly emrloyee is a orook, swindler, imncster, grafter,
ignoramus~jolinek, he is promoted. If, on the other hand, he is educated,
honest, and a capable man, he is demoted, or fired.

All these atrocities arc committed in the second City of the U. S. A.

under the shadows of three Universities, with headquarters of engineer-
ing and architectural societies, in the City where nrominant prenchers
and professors talk about democracy, service to the people, freedom of
speech and press, etc. Why such indifference to organized crime? Nobody
dares protest., Kelly spits on all laws, hHuman and divine. Why worry?
He was "Ed", to the defunct President of the United States. Federal
Judge Igoe and the other judges dance to his pipe. He is a pillar of
socicty, an ardent and prominent member of the Church,

Mony Americans sincerely belisve that graft is an accessory to de-
mocracy, end is a stimulent to progress. "Nobody is willing to work
free of cherge.," "Look at the Canadians --they have no politicians--but
they come to America for work."

If this is so, it were better to stop the comedy of praising our
democracy as some sacred institution, as the panacea for all evils, and
solution of all political troubles in Europe., Instead of "Democracy",
it would be better to use the word, "Demokrasty," from the Russian word,
"krast,"--to steal, To the exponents of such a crede, the opposite par-
ties--honest citizens--millions of them-.-must disclose the other side of

" the picture. What harm politicions ond Kelly have done to Chicago!

Before ths War the population of Chicago decreased, as many ran awny from
high taxation. Many lost their homes, their businesses, and were thrown
on the streets.

Look from the window of a downtown building! You can seec the Medinah
Building, 2 new building, which was sold for $800,000, when the original
cost was $8,000,000, The Stevcns Hotel sold for é1,400,000, and cost
$14,000,000} Many buildings in the loop have unpaid taxation debts of
$500,000. Moany have been turned into parking lots. The Auditorium
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Building, with an excellent theater, was definitely spoiled, on account
of high taxation. Many people were afraid of inflation, but no one
talked about the terrific depreciation of real estate. All this wans done
by crooked polltlclans, and nobody protested. '

For architects, there nre very dark perspectives in the future. Who
is going to build hotels, office buildings, banks, railroad stations?

For architects, engineers and contractors, therec is but one outlook in

the futurc--gcncral WPA. It is the proper time to put in all architecte
ural schools signs, reading: "Leave here any hope for dignified work

in your profession, in the futurc." It is not too late, now, to start

to fight evil and destruction, end to defend democracy. Now that the War
is over there will be a cecrtain boom in construction of hospitals, insanec
institutions, and chasap, caboose, pre-fobricated residences., But it is
doubtful if building of big hotels, R.R. stations, banks and office build-
ings, will be on a large scale.

Our demoecracy must be saved, not in the bloody fields of Europe, but
in the back yards of Chicago. What kind of democracy does America intend
to force on European nations? Democracy of Lincoln, or democracy of
Kelly? The detractors of democracy are not radicals, but unscrupulous
politicians of the Kelly-Dunham ealiber., The pillar of society, Dunham,
made millions exp101t1ng the inventor of a new process in gasoline making.
He pnid $660,000 incoms tax cvasion fines, Edward Kelly paid $60,000
fine for the same subject. In order to replenish their depleted resources,
they started to grab money destined to children of the poor! To these
"knights" was entrusted the recreation of Chicogol With the City budget
in the 70 millions, and the Parks budget 9 millions, Kelly bribed voting,
and took comnlete control of the City ballot.

0ld-fashioned methods of buying votes by "shots" in saloons, with a
couple of dollars, are modernized, now, into a very complicated machlne
of corruption--described above, Nothlng is left from the exvression of
free-will of people during election. As long at the Kelly orgmnization
exists, all elections will be a travesty of justice. So many people are
bought by Kelly, ond are on his string.

The leader of the loeanl Republican Party, Governor Green, talked
over the radio about the "machine corruption" of Kelly, and promised to
fight agninst ite. But, in reality, nothing - is done. Groen resembles a
watch dog: he barked, but--harmlessly-<bccause he is chained. His party
uses the same ways and means to pool the funds for nrolitical campaign.
How much did the cempaign for Dempsey, candidate for States Attorney, cost7
Is 911 the fund"voluntary," or from which sources?

The role of Federal Judge Igoe has already been described, and he is
100% for the Kelly regime,

‘In its proceedurc against Canone, the Federal Govermment, to the as-
tonishment of the whole civilized world demonstrated that Uncle Sam, or
Uncle Sherlock, as he was called by the British and French papers, doesh't
cara from what kind of source money comes. This money comes from brothels
and gambling institutions, and it is spotted by human blood, shaded in the
war between gangsters, police and innocent citizens,

When the fact of stealing money by Kelly-Dunham will be establishead,
they must be prosecuted, also, for income tax evasion., Their crime is on
the same level as the Capone crime, The honorable and plaia thiaeves and
grafters should be put in jail, and their picturss, with numbers, in
strired prison suits, should be sent to all schools and collegcs, and
also to the private study of the President.,

As was mentioned before, and underscored in all accusations, the

leading criminal, master of all evils, mainsrring of all corruption, is,
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Honorable, Most Christian, Doctor of law,(1}) Mayor Kelly.

Systematically, year after year, since his connection with South Park
in 1922, he built the chain of crime described above. He originnted and
promoted the Dark Battalion. On his soul the tears of poor mothers whose
children were run over, playing in streets and alleys. On his conscience
the degradation and suffering of youngsters--soms of poor famalies--who,
lacking healthy recreation, went the criminal way and ended in penal in-
stitutionsi

The Park crimes, of course, are only a part of the sinister picture,
The man could not be dishonest Monday, and honest Tuesday. The fact that
he promoted an ignorant draftsman, with a false dirloma, to the post of
City Architect, and Building Commissionsr, greatly demonstrates that in
the City Hall he follows the same criminal path as in the Parks., He was e
chief engineer in the Sanitary Distriet during voopie time, and builder of
McCormick road. Several times he was on a string, but saved by corrupt
justice., How he pined! But this time he will not sscape justice! Not
corrupt judges, nor Washington, nor monsignores and cardina ls, not Robert
MeCormick!s Tribune, (which recently published an article praising Kelly
as an enginecer,) will save Kelly and hush up the whole affair,

In the case~~-Chicago Children of the Poor, versus the embezzler, and
grafter, Ed Kelly, the verdict will be: "Guilty, with long jail.terms."

No plty for him{ His crime is low and ignoble, indeed! Worss than stenl-
ing coins from a blind man's cup!

At the same time, when the fact of supporting President Roosevelt,
and his entourage compaign, will be established, something should be done
for the restoration of justice. The stolen money burns the conscience, and
it must be cheerfully refunded. In commeroration of this, a giant sport
palace-- "Triumph of Democracy"-- should Be built in Chicago.

Whet to do with Park Administration?

The Legislature, in special extraordinary sessions, should pass the
following reforms:

I- Ouster of all present administration and o-cning of fermal trial,

2- Pormation of Salvation Committee of Chicago Parks, with 8 dircos
tors-controllirss, Among them will be on architect, recommended by the
Illinois Society of Architects, and Chicngoe Charter of American Institute
of Architects. Architect Shaw, official of Charter A. I. A, should be
c¢liminated from sclection as archltect of subway---Keclly man. One mechan-
ical (heating) engincer, rocommended by former President of University of
Illinois, A. C. Willard, (outstanding heating englncer.) Onc structural
engincer. One civil engincer. One electrical snginecer, All threec re«
commended by Woestern Society of Engineers. Two members nt large, recome-
frn?. " hy.nitpfacturers and business associations of Chicngo, One womafl,
(not talkutivc) recommendsd by women's orgenization of Chicago,.

211 these appointmoents to be tempory until the time of next election.

All controlers=-directors, should give a minimum I5 hours a week of work,
and during "stable cleaning period,” more, without oxtra recompense. All
they will get is a moderate salary, say é400 o month, { or more if it is
necessary for extraordinary condltlons 5 It is 8 good poliey to pay well
for good technical men, No "ear with chauffeur, cocottes, (kept women)
ag recompense, In old timeés, kept women in Russia got a palr of bay
horses with a coachman, but in modern times it's a limousine with chauf-
feur.

All members of the Salvation Committee must be inspired by a patri-
otic sense of duty, and look at their task as a service to humanitv, %o
"Children of ths Poor." Their duties will consist in directing and con-
troling Park activities, and they will have the right to hire temporary
men, and all temvorary employees will be their responsibility.

This condition moy provoke the smiles of many citizens, Well, they
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will say-- Instead of politicians, the graft will be taken by controllers.
In reply to this, I can tell them that we still have honest men, educated,
professional men, of & high caliber, in this country. Private industry

is based on them. In any event, whom should you trust--the ignorant,
corrupt, belching beast with cignr--politicish-- or the respectable, honest
professional man? For the first, graft is the logical attribute of his

. profession, for the other-- a shame, crime, disgrace,

The controllers-directors will make ond noprove a new budget, with
stipulation that $I,000,000, or more, will be designated for new park
buildings, and new territorics,

3--= Taken in considcration thc criminal abuses of Civil Service Law,
the Legislature should decclarce void all special privileges of Civil Ser-
vice, and submit all Civil Service cmployccs to re-cxamination., These
exeminations should be conductcd from 8 to 24 hours,(I to 3 days), rein-
stallation in the previous position to be done according to the result
of examinations. The purpose of thcse examinations is to get rid of the
Dark Battalion., O01d cmployccs, with unimportant jobs, may be rcinstated,
even if they do not pass the cxsminations, with a right to rcexamination.
The fact should be recognizcd that many of them entered Park service dur=-
ing boom periods, when mnobody cared for low-payed Park jobs, and, of
course, the examinations were very casy and superficial., But the tcchnical
men with responsible positions should be demoted, or laid off, if they do
not pass. The Park Office is not an "0ld Soldiers' Home," and technieal
pcrsonnel should be in tip-top condition,

4--- The Solvation Committee should scrutinize every job, and lay
off all parasites and politieal apnointees.

G=-= The whole orginization should be outside the influcence of any
politiecal party. .

Now that the War is over, with soldiers coming home, the whole sys-
tem should be turned into strietly Civil Service, and temporary jobs
should be held only for 3-4 months, as emergency.

In conclusion, I must tell about myseclf, and meke a complete "eon-
fession." I was born in the vicinity of St. Petersburg, Russia of =
very rospectable and honorable family, ond my father was in brick-making
menufacturing, I mention this, becausc among Russian Intelligentia, which
migrated to this country, therc are mony "Princes," "Barons," "Dues," etc.

- I am note I wns graduated in I907 as Civil Enﬁineer, ( architectural en-

gincer,nccording to standord of this country. It was really an excellent
education. My profcssors were talented men, with excellent exrcrience,
builders of many important buildings. (Unfortunately, this stetement

does not apply, in many coses, to American architecctural ecducation. Thoir
many ignoramus-nrofessors are political anvointecs. ) ,

When Istudied rcinforced concrete in Europe, and practised archi-
tecture in my town, I built 2 churches, 3-4 apartments, cte.

In I9I5 I arrived in New York with mv official passport and was
employed in the Russian Purchasing Commission, I arrived in Chicago in
1920, and, until I927, was omployed as architectural draftsnman with dif-
ferent architectural and enginecring concerns., In 1927 I passed the
Civil Service Examination, with the South Park Commissioners, in an
honest way, and enterecd in the service with the Parks, Two facts are
HE?TETEET% established. I have had a good cducation, and good practical
oxpericncc. But now I am inclined to believe that I was token into the
office for thc recason that the Kelly organization thought I was an ignor-
ant immigrant, a future member of the Dark Battalion. When the bosses
noticed that I did no% play cards during office hours, that I studied
architcoture, and dared to protest, openly, against graft, they decided
to get rid of me by different ways.
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One trick was that they trusted to me, comrletely, a design of a new
auditorium in Hamilton Park, thinking it would be a failure, ond o pre-
text for dismissal. All drawings, architcctural and structurol, were
made by me, with the help of two draftsmen. At the same time, the whole
structural der~artment was sitting, doing nothingi} ( Glory to Godl)

But this trar failed--I made very good nrlans. The building, at the cost
of about $90,000, was built, ond the public has a good auditorium, for
the reason that Kelly intended to catech and fire an undesirable drafts-
many When I passed the State exominations with high marks, also, in an
honest way! I studied at the Art Institute, in Chieago, art and artistie
represenfation in different media. During my studies, and at night work,
I developed original plans of new types of field houses. All this was
done as research, and I paid for my education., It is a proper place to
mention that several draftsmen, without any artistic talents, studied at
the Art Institute for several years, and the Parks paid for their edu-
cations. This was rcally money thrown away.

When in the summer of I937 I went to Cornell University, and took a
course in "Interreclation between architecture and Landscape architecture,”
it was 2l1l done at my own expense, and I took a leave of absence without
pay from the Parks, This enraged my boss--typical member of the Dark
Battalion--Assistant Chief Engineer, Black. He treated me like a dog
when he signed the leavs of absenca,

All efforts of mine for improvement and advancement in my profession
were successful. I reached a high depgree in architecctural rendering--=
artistic representation of buildings. Besides,I devecloped exccllent types
of field houses, Of course, nll my efforts and studies provoked the hate
of the Dark Battalion, and they considered my plans "crazy." But I am
sure that when the Dark Battalion lands in jail, or on the strects, my
plans will be considered for fubture construction of parks,

In thc meantime,I wns architect of a large Russian Church in Chicago,
and two small Serbian Churches, in the vicinity of Chicago, and this in=-
ereased my proctical experience,:

In building the Russian Church, I did not teke one cent from the
contractors, though I got several "propositions,” and I had o right to
do it, since there was a lot of extra night work and meetings,

On the contrary, I was fighting against "demokrastic" intentions of
the Building Committe to take “gravy" from contractors,

The crime is contaminating Mr. Kelly--the first citizen of Chicagol!

My natural abilities, collepe education, practical expericnee, and
the fact that I passed my license exeamination, entitles me to say that I
100% qualified for the job of architectural desogner with the Parks,

But I dared to protest agpninst Bell- Park--Shame architecture--and openly
called Bell--a grafter. For. this renson the ferogious campaign started
against me, oand all effort was made to put me out. During the Park con-
solidation, since I935, I did not receive any raise, and my salary is
minimum, though I have been working with the Parks for I8 years. Dark
Battalion, swindlers and imposters were promoted to the maximum salaries,

Now it is the proper place to confess that I often made architect-
ural studies and drawings in the office, for my own use, But there are
mony excuscd for this. In the South Park, the boys played cards during
office hours, and I did not play, but studied architecture., I belisve
I had o right to do it. In the Chicago Park office--Dunham, or Black,
gove & cruel order not to assign Zakharoff to any important job, and a
large percentage of my drawings was destined to the waste basket. This
statoment may be verified by questioning Bucksbaum, who was in charge of
architectural work., If this is true--I am clear. 1 am a narasite whose
hands wére tied. In studying architecture, and moking drawings for my

~own use, I tried to save myself from horrible tortures of enforced idle-

ness, ond from nervous breakdown as a rasult of doing nothing.
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I used blue-print paper of the Parki (cost did not ewcead, $I0 o year)
for my own use, and I believe I had a right to do this, as my studies at
the Chicago Art Institute and Cornell University were made for the profit
of the office, and on my own account, Besides I was working every Saturday
and Sunday for three months without any over-time pay. Thé Parks owe me--
I do not owe the Parks} In all these tragic controversies, one fact should
be cstablished--that I am a human being~-just an ordinary humen being.
I did lots of things against my convictions, in the spirit of compromise,
and not to lose the job, In my campaign against parasites, I have already
admitted that I was also a parasite, myself, but one against my will,

The benign parasites--Bosses=- applied to me the most cruel punishment,
and compelled me, the hard worker ( ask my ememies,) to the boondogling,

But by irony of destiny, I mede plans for relatively big bulldings.
for the Parks: Hamilton Park Auditerium ($90,000) and Mann Park field
house, ($85,000,) I worked very hard and was proud of the drawings I
made, which were made intelligently, and by experienced hands,.

I am not afraid of any investigation--I am asking for it, and I sol-
emnly swear to tell the truth, only the truth. I em enxious to have a
professional exomination in Parks, and, in fact, I asked Hoovor, Civil
Service head, for it, end was refusedes I am not afraid of the competition
of the Dark Battalion, and am anxious to show how high class my work is.

____________ FAkok kAR K I wmmmmemeccen

"In the previous text there is deseribed many a easc of insanc monage-
ment, ahd conducting of Park Administration. But the record was set, when,
in 1936, the order was issued for all the men in the drafting rooms, (about
30,) to work every Saturday and every Sunday, during 3 months, without any
compensation, except $I1.,00 for dinner. If the Park had had a good archi-
tect, there would have been no necessity, at all, for this. All drawings
were done for remodeling of parks, end, certainly one good architect could
have directed the whole affair efficiently, without the necessity of extra
work without paye

But erazy Baron ordered, and everybody obeyed., Many were deprived
of rest, fomily obligations, and perhaps extra work to support thelir homes.
Two in the office had nervous breakdowns., At the same time, the Presidenmt
of the United States talked of more abundant life, and dignified forms of ~
existence. Had Petrillo been Perk Commissioner I should like to lkmow what
he would have said if his musicians had been obliged to work, every Satur-
day and Sunday, for 3 months, without' pay. Dunham does not dare give such
orders to attendants and janitors, because their business agents would
protest and stop him, If such an order were given to the imnmates of Joliet
Penitentiary, there would be a revolt, and public opinion would be on the
side of the immates. But architects, engineers, with college educations
are slaves, snd do not deserve any respect, whatevers Architectural and
Engineering Societies play local polities, and do mot protect their members.

All these stories : fllustrite, perfectly, how the neble, dignified,
prefessions--architecture and en gineering~--because of the nbsence of work,
degenerate into some kind of slavery., All draftsmen working in the office,
were anxious to keep their jobs, and were willing to submit to the cruel
orders from the bosses, without any protest! o

Many fathers invest in educations for their sons, in the hopes that
it will open the road to the dignified professions of architecture and
engineering. But reality shows that there is no work for an architect, and
those who are lucky enough to get a job in a political institution, will
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soon find that politician's architecture has nothing to do with real ar-
chitecture, They must kiss the hands of corrupt bosses, and follow their
shemeful, destructive poliey.

In ending my story, I realize, perfectly, that if I shall not be able
to prove my accusations, I shall be jailed, end heavily fineds But I am
not afraid. All these charges are true., The disclosure will show that
real truth is worss than my charges, and there will be many sensational °
disclosures similar to the well-known criminal investigation of Coster,
head of the pharmaceutical concern in New York. I know perfectly well
that my fight with Kelly and Co. will be hard and dangerous, because there
is a liaison between politics and crime and criminal elements in the ser=
vice of Kelly, But I am convinced that I shall win. The crime is great,
and impossiblc to cover and hide, ‘

The protest started, not as personal revenge, or with altruistic
motives, but in defense of architecture and enginecering art. I decided
to tell the world that ignorant and criminal hands of false architects,
and false engineers, under corrupt leadership of politicians, ruin the
basis of service to humanity by architectural and engineering arts,

I eppeal to architectural and engineering societies for support. I be-
lieve that the crime is great, and that many other ¢itizens will rise to
the defense of democratic principles of American life.

I sincerely believc, also, that it will be proven once more that
crime does not pay, that injustice triumphs only temporarily, and that
"there is nothing covered that shall not bBe revealed, nothing hidden that

shall not be known."

P.S. In the last election a 24 million bond issue was approved for
Parks development, It means that millions can be spent by Kelly-Dunham,
and their dark and crooked Battallions Don't trust millions to them! The
money will be stolen and squandersd, and now vou know howl The Dark Bat-
tallion~ignorant draftsmen, swindlers and imposters--are unable to meake
any decent plans for future park buildingse. If you knew the truth, you
would not trust the high-paid architectural stars of Parks to build
lotrines on your farms. ’ : ,

, Already Dunhem has appointed an office boy and grafter, Jolinek,
and given to him all credentials for Park Planning, (Graft Planning,)
Dopartment, and he has already started underground "negotietions" for
purchasing new grounds for Parks. '

Stop itl Invite architeets, real engineers as technical staff,
and ask and recruit trustworthy citizens to govern Parks, and make them
their patriotic duty. Save them from complete degradetion}

Let's make parks centers of physical culture and healthful rcerea~
tioni{ Let's build harmonious, cheerful, sanitary field-houscs by archi-
tects and engineecrs, according to modern requirements of sciencel

Remember that the last mobilization showed a low standard of physi-
cal health of many young men, recruited Tor the army! Good health is
precious and just as important for peace time as for war}

Show that you are not dumb slaves, but citizens of a great democrat-
ic State, and have the right and duty to control the use of funds collected
from you by texationi Develop parks, build new field houses destinated for
your recreation, and mostly for "Children of the poori" Defend sacred
principles of democracy--govermment by the people, for the people-- in your
home town--Chicagol






