OFFICERS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

#2iDENT EMERY STANFORD HALL, F.A.1. A, 1934 -1935
175 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
. MILES L. COLEAN, A. [. A, 2 YEARS
15T VICE-PRES. JOHN O. MERRILL, A. I. A. EARL H. REED. JR..A.I. A 2 YEARS
323 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE ) ' R
CLARENCE W. FARRIER, A. 1. A, 1 YEAR
2ND VICE-PRES. CHARLES G. BEERSMAN.A. . A. STATE CHARTER

72 WEST ADAMS STREET ELMER C. JENSEN,‘ F.A.LLA. 1 YEAR

SECRETARY CARL E. HEIMBRODT, A. I. A,
20 NORTH WACKER DRIVE

1880

MEETINGS AT THE ARCHITECTS CLUB OF CHICAGO
1801 PRAIRIE AVENUE ON THE SECOND TUESDAY
OF EACH MONTH EXCEPT JULY AND AUGUST

TREASURER DENISON B. HULL. A. 1. A.
77 WEST WASHINGTON STREET

CHICAGO CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

November 9th, 1934.

Mr. Es Co Kemper,
The Octagon,

1741 New York Ave.,
Washing‘bon, D. Ce \

Dear Mr. Kemper: N

Due to illness of both Mr, EA
Heimbrodt and myself, this has been the first
opportunity I have had to take care of matiers.

Enclosed you will find two
applications for Institute membership in the names
of Alexis A.Zakharoff and Monroe R. Sardel. There
were no unfevorable privileged communications.

Secretary to:
Cerl E. Heimbrodt, Secretary
Chicago Chapter, Aelefs
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CTOPY TO

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Royomber 15, 1934

Dear Mr, Heimbrodi:

This will acknowlsdge with apprecistion, Miss Paul's
1otter of Novembsr 9th, transmitiing applications for In-
stitute mgmberchip from Messre. Alexis 4. Zakharoff and
Nonroe R. Sandel, together with checks for their initiation
foes and first yeaf's amnusl dues in advence.

Botﬁ ":iﬁﬁliéé%:ieéé appesr to be complete and we shall be
glad to put them forward to slaction ai omce.

It has been noted for our records that both aprlicants
heve received the Unaniuous Endorsement of the Chicags Chaypter.

e are 411 sorry to heer thet you and Miss Faul have been
111 and hope that both of you are entirely ge@ovgrad by wnow,

| Sincersly yours,

Exgeutive Secretary.

K/g

Hr. Carl B, Heimbrodi, Secretary,
Chieago Chapter, A.1.A.,

20 Horth Wecker Driwe,

Ghiecago, Iil.

———————.— —————— —  — e

COPY
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Application for Membership ==~

, 19

To the Secretary of The American Institute of Architects.

I hereby apply for Membership in “he Aemerican Institute of Architects, and certify that the following state-
ments are correct: : Hea

Name oo Alexls. . Zakharoff

Address 5845 Blackstone Chicago T1linois

lNum_ber and Street.b 3 [City.] %State.]
Place and date of birth............ P etrograd,. Bussia Jan..28,...188¢

Graduate in architecture. Architecture Depl. Tmperial Institote. of Civil Engineers

( Polyte chnicum) in {Give name of institution and year. Diploma or Certifioate of graduation (or photostatio copy) must aceompany this application.}
PetrogradHolder of Scholarship in architecture

[If required in your case, attach evidence (or photostatic copy).]

Passed the qualifying examinations of the Royal Institute of British Architects, or the examinations for the first

class of the Ecole des Beaux Arts

[1f required in your oase, state which, and attach evidence of Certificate (or photostatio cqpy).]
. “Fhupour-Seme—tas-a-RegistratiomorLicense-Law-and-you are-not “fegistered; state-reasons.Spacialized. . on
Greek-Orthodox Churches. Designed Serbian Church in Libertyville, Ill., in Joliet
Il11., anﬂ Russian Church in Chicago. ’ ' '

practicing architect, firm name : ; L.t N S
BT Ii € B Sl rr T U TTARY T YEGRTEA T EAS DT
Have been inlgractié{f..ifieg;,. If d)&g{tsman, employed by. L.aah. 7. Sears. by. . Soubth Park .
’ : - Commissioners

Collegiate and office training

Prévious application for membership, If ANy . e
: [Date of Application) | L.

I have carefully examined the Constitution and By-Laws of the Institute and the circular of advice relative
to “Principles of Professional Practice,” and I agree, if elected, honorably to maintain them.

I further agree, if elected to membership in The American Institute of Architects, that if at any time my mem-
bership shall cease, either by my own resignation or by any action taken by the Institute, I will then, by that fact,
relinquish all rights of any character that I may have acquired by reason of such membership in the property, real
or personal, of The American Institute of Architects, and of the Chapter of the Institute of which I am then a

mémber. _ o /;%MJ / ;/; Kéﬁ /'/C//Q

- . . . . . [Signatuye of Applicant.] 4 /
I hereby certify that the signer of this application was duly elected an Associate of the e

[For use when the applicant is an Associate.]

Chapter, A. L. A,, on the following date

o)

[Insert date of election to chapter.] ) [Signature of the Secretary of the chapter.]
If the applicant is not an Associate, the following acknowledgment must be signed:
Without endorsement I hereby take note on behalf of my Chapter that this applicant is applying for

Institute membership (3)..Forwarded by Secretary of Chapter. See letter attached.
[Signature of President or Secretary of Chapter to which the applicant will be assigned if elected.]

We, the undersigned members of The American Institute of Architects, have carefully examined the foregoing
statement by the applicant and believe it to be correct: We k e applicant personaHy, and/consider that his
work and practice warrant his admission to Membership. {7 e

R e

. . g o '_Tv RN
Registration or License Number. 4) ... =
(Essential if Registered) (5)
It is not mandatory that applicants from
Registration or License law states be registered (6)
or l.lcensai' . But the current number .Of Reg“' {The signatures of th"é’ Institute members are here required even if the applicant
tration or License must appear here if the ap- has the unanimous endorsement of his Chapter, in which case certification to that
plicant is registered or licensed. effect should be made above by the Secretary. Unanimous endorsement is that
endorsement in which each Institute member of the Chapter had an opportunity
7 to express himself by letter ballot either for or against the applicant proposed,
( ) and in which there were no negative votes. No other form of unanimous endorse-

NUMBER ment will be accepted.]
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS COPY

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

January 5, 1935

Dear Mr. Zekharoff:

Acting for the Secretary, I am plesased %o advise you of
your election to mombership in The American Institute of
Architects, sffective Desember 30, 1934,

You have been assignad to the Chicago Chapter as an Insti-
tute Member in good standing thorein, and the Secrotary of the
Chapter hes been so advised.

Your payment of one year's dues in advance hes been applied
to your dues for 1935, and ¢ Yembership Card for this year will
be zent to you in dus cowrse, )

An ongrossed Cortificate of Hembership in The £&rican In~
stitute of Architects also will be sent to you as soon &g it is
completed., '

Moy I take this opportunity to say thet the Office of iho
Secretery at The Octegon is for tho service of svery Institute

Yembor. Should the occasion arise we shall be glad to give you
our best cooperation.

Sinceraly yeui's v

Ezecutive Secretary,

K/G

ir. Alexis A, Zakharoff,
5845 Blackstone Street,
Chisago, I111.

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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TELEPHONE
FAIRFAX 0054

ALEXIS A. ZAKHAROFF

ARCHITECT A. lLA. M. W.S.E

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER OF CHICAGO PARK ;*;_’,,
5845 BLACKSTONE AVENUE '
CHICAGO

- e S

Am Sendovg FSo sfeve zs

/@W’?"‘NZ /é- /’7//’7:9///.//

/ /%4%/ v Ay 71_ /fe-//y%
%//x/; fﬁ//-/.m ﬁ// 7

%/M Fu i ak 4’4//40/:/

(%4 o{ uv ¢ /,'// (5 oo e A/,/ft/r/
o /;74»//:7% , ele |
Jio pleace The Lt //N/

/7/4/// ("o/[/-/////"d'?é//& ///%C
P AI

DATE“\ V«’" ___________ %;
on Ve (979 M %
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS COPY

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Janusry 18, 1939.

Dear ir, Zskharoff:

i eSS0

Thank you for your letter of January 9 and check for
210.00 on sceount of Institute dues for the current year,

We note that you speak Russisn and French, and will
not fail to keep you in mind in case you can be of help
to ns at the Intsrnational Congress.

It is going to be a grand party and we are glad that
you are planning to attend.

S8incerely yours,

Executive Secrsiary.

BECK:DC

Wr. Alexis A. Zakharoff, A.I.A.,
58,5 Blacketone Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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" TELEPHONE
FAIRFAX 0054

ALEXIS A. ZAKHAROFF

ARCHITECT A. 1. A.

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER
OF CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT

6046 DORCHESTER AVE.
CHICAGO

March 19, 1946

The American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue, N, W,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I have a certain complaint to make about injustice and unhealthy
conditions of my work with the Chicago Park District in the
capacity of Architectural Designer. I don't wish to go into
detailsnow, but I should like to know if I can find a support

in the Institute for my private grievance. If the Institute

can do something for me, I should like to know to whom I must
address,

I must add that I will not be able to find any friendly attitude
among local chapter as the president and many officials are on
the municipal payroll and my protest is mostly directed against
the Mayor of Chicago and those who are appointed by him., I need
an independent man who will not be afraid to talk in my behalf.

Yours truly,

/. Zuctr/

Alexis A. Zakhareff
Architect A. I. A.
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COPY TO

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

| / March 21, 1946

Dear Mr, fekharoffy

Responding to yours of Merch 19
at hand on the twentieiin '

It would not be appropriate for The

Institute as & national society to sttempt

to intervene in the matter to which you
refers

If the condition were an impersonel.
one, involving a problem po.u&y of
concern to the architect profession,
there might be some reuon for Institute
actions _

Ye foel sure thet the wiasdom Qf this
will appesl to you in ﬂ.w of the eircume
stances.

Sincerely yours,

Execuiive Secretary
ECGE1MIB |

N, vnez_i.n Ae mhareff. Aclsds
6046 Dorchester Avemus
Chiocago, Illinois

—~—vra e A T IAE A O IDYEEY

1"’} e ”‘;

'ﬂsrm'ln“

COPY



ALEXIS A. ZAKHAROFF
ARCHITECT A.I,A.
6046 Dorghester

CHICAGO

The American-Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue, N.W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

Sirs:s

A month ago I sent to your office and also to 30 members of the A.I.A. in
Chicago a letter with en important disclosure in connection with the
practice of Architecture and about professional activities of certain
architscts in Chicago. Briefly speaking, I made the following statements:

1, The diploma mill exists in the State of Illinois and a member
of the Examination Committee, Architect Ostergren, and the
secretary of the Illinois Society of Architects, Palmer, have
a list of all fake architeots,

2o The Building Commissioner, City Architect, president of the
Chicago Chapter of the A,I.A., present regional director,
Honorable P, Gerhardt, Jr. is a swindler and imposter, with
fraudulent license, a man without any architectural education
and practical experience,

3, Architect Ch. S. Schroeder, Architectural Designer with Chicago
Parks, also is a swindler and imposter and real eriminal,
Besides Schroeder passed the Civil Service Examination for
Chicago Park position by a crooked way, buying sxamination
questions. As, myself, Architectural Designer with the Chicago
Park District, I know very well that Schroeder is an ignorant
tracer and did tremendous harm to parks.

The drawings of remodeling of field house of Armour Square meade
wnder his direction and which cost about $40,000,00 are the
proof of criminal ignorance and attempt to mutilate public build=~
ings for graft, Drawings will be thrown in waste-basket,

I'had expected that all these disclosures would be open and legal means
and channels to be used for prosecution of imposters, False architects
are & shame to the profession. But when they are taken end promoted by
corrupt politicisns for responsible munioipal positions (as for instance
Gorhardt and Schroedet) they are a real menace to the community.
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. They have no moral obligations and respect for the profession. They O.K.
everything, they are "loyal" and this is the reason why they are taken and

promoted.

I have arrived at the conclusion that A.I.A, doesn't want to stand for
test, I resign after

defense of architecture, and for this reason, as pro
12 years of being a member in affiliation with A.I/

'A.
A. ZAKHAROFF . %//

P.S. Copies of this letter are being sent to members of the Chicago Chapter.
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NS

s e T RETTN
MYRICAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
O ARCHUIVOTS 1946-1947
NORMAN J. SCHLOSSMAN, A.I.A. 4 YEars

OFFICERS

PAUL GERHARDT, Jr., A.LA.
1012 cITY HALL

333 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE soomo o0y A P\LFRED SHAW, F.ALA. 3 YEaRS
INSTITUTE CHARTER STATE CHARTER: 5.
2ND ViIcE-PRrEs. L. MORGAN YOST, A.LA. 1872 < 1890 JOHN S. CROMELIN, A.LA. 2 YEARS
363 RIDGE ROAD, KENILWORTH NATHANIEL A. OWINGS, ALA.  1Year
SECRETARY CHAS. D. FAULKNER, A.LA. ~ L ;
307 NorTH MICHIGAN AVENUE ,-')’7 : AND THE OFFICERS
TREASURER W. FRED DOLKE, A.LA. o ’
189 WEST MADISON STREET ‘ M”"M\
T
CHICAGO CHAPTER L
-

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

February 17, 1947

Mr. ®. C. Kemper, ixecutive Director
The American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue, N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear lMr. Kemper:

Upon instructions from the Executive Committee of the
Chicago Chapter, I wish to inform you there have been two
letters sent out by one of our members, Mr. Alexis A. Zakharoff,
which are derogatory to other members in the Chapter, and which
contain serious accusations as to the honesty of certain
T1linois State officials, particularly implicating the Illinois
State Architectural Examining Board.

It is our understanding that you have already received
a duplicate of the first letter; however, to make sure that you
have been apprised of 1ts contents, I am enclosing one herewith.

The second letter apparently 1s addressed direct to the
Institute at Washington. According to the postmark of other
copies which we have here, it was malled February 1l4th, although
the letter itself was undated.

For your information, the Executive Committee on Jan. 7
appointed a special committee composed of C. Herrick Hammond,
Tilmer C. Jensen, and John Wi. Root to investigate the subject
and report to us whether or not they felt grounds existed for
disciplinary action, with a view of our apprising you of such
findings if they were adverse to Mr. zakharoff.

Mr. Zakharoff states in the last paragraph of his letter
of February l4th that he wishes to resign from the Institute
which, of course, will mean from the Chicago Chapter as well,
and we hope tlet action on his resignation will be held up
pending our investigation of his first letter. ]

Sjincerely yours

Chas. D. Faulkner, Secretary
CDF.p Chicago Chapter, A.IL.A.
¢c¢ liessrs. Hammond,

Jensen & Koot
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o~ THE AMERICAN: INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ”CPY

THE: OCTAGON, WASHINGTON,. D. C.

February. 25;, 1947

';iBear ir. Faulkner:

NS etiar of February 17 ‘with regard to the resignstion of
..ﬁxr. Alexis:;*'Zakharofi"aa received in time for the meeting of The
i Bxeentive Bomnittea qf The Inatitute here in wash.ngton on February
218 and 194 T S

Action was ‘ag follews: .

”Resolved, That in accord with the letter of February 17, 1947,
from thé secretary of the Chicage Chapter, it is directed that no
action 'be ‘teken on the resignation of Alexis- A. Zakharoff pending =
final report and recommendatlons from the Chapter.®

?le&se ba a&sured that the &b0V° resolutlon wlll be most care—
fuliy*obsetvnd.z ‘Meanwhile, we have written to Mr. Zskharoff as per
encleSAG copy of lettnr of evsn date.

Sinuerely yours,,_i

../
Exegutive Director

Mr. Charles D. Faulkner, Secrstary
Chicago Chapter, A.I.A.

307 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, Illimois

EGK HSD
Enclasure_

ces Mr, C. Herrick Hammond
“Mri Blmer C. Jensen
" Nr. John W. Root

COPY TO }
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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COPY TO
FILES

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 25, 1947

VZ.Déar 8ir:

This will acknowledge your undsted letter addressed
to The American Institute of Arehitects and recﬂlved at
The . Gctagon on February 17, 1947.

In that letter you tender your re81gnatlon as' a member

. of’ The A.T.A.

Yeur lettér was submitted to The Executivekcommittee
of The Imstitute at its meeting on February 18-19, 1947.

The Commititee algo had befors it a letter from the
secretary of the Chicago Chapter reguesting that action on
your resignation be held for the time being.

Therefore, The Executive Committee directed that no
action be taken on your realgnatlon from The Imstitute,
pending a final report and recommendations from the Chicago
Chapter. .

The chapter has been advised accordingly.

Very truly yours,
Exécutivevbirector

Mr. Alexis &, Zskharoff, A.I.A.
6046 Dorchester Avenue -
Chicsgo, Illinois

ECK:MSD

PRESI DEN'i' SECRETARY TREASURER

.COPY
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[

EDO J. BELL]
ANTHONY J. BELLI

February 17, 1947

The American Institute of Architects,
1741 Wew York Avenue, N,W.,
Washington 6, D. C. e e

Gentlemen:

I have before me a letter written by Mr. A.
Zakharoff of Chicago, copy of which is enclosed.

There are countless of these accusations "making
the rounds" in this city, and inasmuch as the men named
are men in responsible positions, such as Mr. P. Gerhardt
who is President of the Chicago Chapter, A.I.A. and also
Comnissioner of Building, City of Chicago, I would suggest
that you go into this matter thoroughly and ascertain whether
the statements made are true or false. It is needless to say,
that remarks of the kind stated in the enclosed, are not made
without some evidence of proof.

As a member of the Institute, I feel compelled to
ask you to investigate these charges and if true, to use
strong action in removing these men from further Jjeopardizing
the remainder of us, who are worthy of being called "Architects."

Very truly yours

BT B:TA
encl,

STATE 3367

in

1ts:



g% ZAKHARCEY
ARCHITECT A.I.A. ]
6046 . Dorchester CQPY cCOPY
CHICAGO -

The American Institute of Architects
1741 Hew York Avemue, H.W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

Sirs:

A month ago I sent to your office and also to 30 members of the A.I.A. in
Chicago a letter with an important disclosure in connection with the
rractice of Architecture and about professional activities of certain
architects in Chicago. Briefly speaking, I made the following statements:

1, The diploma mill exists in the State of Iilinois and a member
of the Examination Committee, Architect Ostetrgren, and the
secretary of the Illinois Scociety of Architects, Palmer, have
a list of all fake architects.

2. The Building Commissioner, City Architect, president of the
Chicago Chapter of the A.I.A., present regiomnal director,
Honorable P. Gerhardt, Jr. is a swindler and imposter, with
fraudulent license, a man without any archltectural education
and practical experience,

3. Architect Ch. S. Schroeder, Architectural Designer with Chicago
Parks, also ig a swindler and imposter and real coriminal.,
Besides Schroeder passed the Civil Service Examination for
Chicago Park position by a crooked way, buying examination
questions. As, myself, Architectural Designer with the Chicago
Park District, I know very well that Schroeder is an 1°norant
tracer and did treméndous-harm: to-parks. '

The drawings of remodeling of field house of Armour Square made
under his direction and which cost about $40,000.00 are the
proof of criminal ignorance:and attempt to mutilate public build-
ings for graft. Drawings will be thrown in waste~basket.

I had expected that all these disclosures would be open and legal “means

and channels to be used for prosecution of imposters. TFalse architects

are a shame to the profession. But when they are taken and promoted by

corrupt politicians for responsible municipal positions (as for instance
Gerhardt and Schroeder) they are a real menace to the cormmunity.,

They have no moral obligations and respect for the profession. They 0.X.
everything, they are "loyal" and this is the reason why they are taken and
promoted.
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I have arrived at the conclusion that A.I.A. doesn't want to stand for
gfense of architecture, and for this reason, as vrotest, I resign after
12 years of being a member in affiliation with A.I.A.

A. ZAKHARCFF
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*Dowr ¥ru pe1sE
- Hestings her» nni e trip ta Grend Peg*ﬁs to. noke
) >-1”:,;,m§‘é-3.me,ﬁq f'm- the czmin{' I“a"‘t., hﬁa f‘oﬁwn‘bion have
'{‘f-uslpyeﬂ 8. r@°nonse to vaura of Fobruary 1 . ?19838
’“_acmrt e 3’:01:&{7% |

Ee un&sfaktand tbb? the chargas maﬁe hy . alexis

?akhp“off 8o voceivinr fhv sttantion of the ieego

C!!"am L ey .' o 4
o Fm' that raggen ’c«ha rnai nation which ﬁv. ?ia‘mamff
suimitted hes been held gﬁtﬁ ralansed by _the chapter,

Ir yén wish to méku ranré&éﬁt&ti&éejté gﬁe'chanter in

this nattar, your letter shaalﬁ be adareasaﬁ to its aeere~
tary, ¥r. Charles D. raulkner, 39? xorth ¥ichigan Avenue,
Ghieﬁga 1, Iilinois. ’

8incearely yours,

Executive Director
!l'or Bdo J. Mlﬁ.. AJ.A.
# South Dearbern Street

COPY TO ﬁeﬁ 3 ggﬁ

FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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OF Ane N
40 FEB 20 A G
February. 18, 1947

Mr. Chariew B. Faulkner
secretary, Chicepo Chapter 4.1. ﬁ.
333 North ¥ichigan svenue
Chicupo, Illinods

Deer ¥r. Jecretsryi

I am in receipt of & copy of & letter from islexis Zakhsroffl, archi-
tect in wnlch na mukes & moﬂt vicxeuu and libeloua wtt&c& on &r. PLLl

a? the Citj of Lnicage, &nd ay negiona¢ ﬁaractﬁr of the Institute.
This cannot go unnaticad by official actlon of: the Chieape Cnaptnr.

1t will be noted thet Zakharoff i: resigning his memberﬁmlp in the
Institute, In my opinion, chargee for unprofessionsl conduct must be
filed st once with the proper authorities in the Ingtitute. While these
charges are pending, Zakharoff cannot resipgn until the charpes of up pro-
fessional caﬁduct are he&rd by a proper xummlttee of tha Institute.

4lso, in my Qginlcm, ch&rpeﬁ of unprofecsional conduet should be
filed with: the Stste Boerd of Exswiners of &rchitecte.

Heving had a ssd personal experience in this type of vicious slander,
it is sy earnest hope that the fellow urchitects and friends of Mr. Gerhardt
will tuke dmmediste mpnd drastic action, the type of wniah mauld nave been
aoet helpful to me in that grest time of need. -

¥r. fecretery, you msy count on my sernest sugport in th@ mmat draptic
acbion peﬁxible in the cass of baaharafi.

“Yours truly,

JEFt 4B

CC Mr. Pavl Gerhardt, Jr.
¥r, ¥, . Kemper
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Fobruery 18, 1047

Hr, Aloxis Zelkboroff,
8047 Dorchepler Avenue,
thieago, Iilimolis.

teap v, Zekhspoff

Hy. Klmer Jemsen, Yr, Johm ¥, Root snd I have
been appotnted by the (nieage Chspler of the huIsde
te sonsider the oharges you have brought as “to the
peaoties of seehitecture ond profesaionsl aotivities
of serteln frehitests in Chiosgd s

gy, Root ia oub of the City and will be for a
congidsrsble time, but ¥r, Jensen end I would like
y 24th st my offlce - 424, orth

Pobyast
T sincerely tvust you will be able to meel as
sugpested, I g’e plenss notify us as te & time
that may be agrecsdls Lo you. :

£

Yery aineepely yours,

P i



R

- THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

LCHWEIKHER AND ELTING /e
ARCHITECTS SR OF ARCHITRECTS
MEACHAM ROAD A HAR -3 P o
ROSELLE ILLINOIS i M 3I02

LT TR TR )
WASTHNGTON, D, ()

February 28, 1947

The American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue N. We.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Sirss

A short time ago, copies of a letter of resignation signed by
Alexis A. Zakharoff were sent to members of the Chicago Chepter.

This letter contained serious charges against certain members
of the profession in Chicago.

It is our opinion thet charges of this sort cannot be made and
circuleted about without the American Institute taking steps
either to substentiate or to disprove them.

We trust thet it is the intention of the Institute, through the
Chicago Chapter, to report fully to its membership on the dis-
position of this matter.

Very truly yours,

uhmlp :

Winston Elting

wessg

ces Mr, Charles D. Faukner, Secretary
Chicago Chapter, A. I. A.
307 North Michigen Avenue
Chicago, Illinoks
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“h1: Mareh 10, 1947

: ﬁav sr. m.tings "

ﬁnating&hm and a trig to Grmﬁ Ragidﬂ to m‘ke ervange-
”“nnnxs fop the - asaiag rnﬁtiﬁn&e ﬁonvan&inﬂ?havm-ﬂhlayad B TaEponse

shpod

t;ata yaurx,aﬁv?ah*naryjzaiiwgaeaayaacceptr&ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂlcﬁy-

W

s

Wy undanst&aé khsﬁ tga aaﬁrgaa asde by-dr. Alexls Zskheroff
AT r&caiviasj
For that resson the reazignsilon whieh ¥r. Zekherofl submitted

yba attaation af the ”hiesgezﬂh&ytar.

hes been helid until relessad bty tha Ghsptav ghould you wish to

apke reprasentaticns o tha 6? ;7tki; metter, your letter

should be eddressed to 1t Secratmry, "§r. Charlss D. faulkner,
307 Horth Michigsn Avenmus, Chiesgo 1, Illinmois.

8incerely yours,

Executive Lirector.

Er. Hinston Elting, S.I.5.
¥eschan Roed
Fosells, Illincis

BCK 88D
ecs Mr. Cherles D. Faulkmer, Seecrstery
coPY To Chicago Chapter, A.I.A.

FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER



v OFFICERS i EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
fGESIDENT PAUL GERHARDT, Jr., A.LA. '~, 'ﬁjiﬁ\%‘,:\‘-\ i 1946-1947
N - 1012 cITY BALL v AT }6;.(:3 N

1sT Vice-Pres. SA;\‘%JEL A. MARX, F.A.LA. SRS UNE E1 S iL;{I\;?)NSJ}.I SCHLOSSMAN, A.ILA. 4 VEaRrs

NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE AW, F.ALA. 3 YEARs

INSTITUTE CHARTER STATE CHART AL ;
2ND VICE-PRES. L. MORGAN YOST, A.LA. 1872 (a) it Hla%ﬁ ?ﬁ }O'H "8, CROMELIN, A.LA. 2 YEARS
. 363 RIDGE ROAD, KENILWORTH gl Jui . NATHANIEL A. OWINGS, ALA. 1 Year
ECRETARY CHAS, D. FAULKNER, A.LA. ~ .
307 NortH MICHIGAN AVENUE o et [T U AND THE OFFICERS

TREASURER W. FRED DOLKE, A.LA. SEETEIE

189 WEST MADISON STREET
FILE COPY
CHICAGO CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS | RETURN TO THE A.j A,
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS THE OCTAGON. WASHINGTON, D.C.

June 5, 1947

Mr. E. C. Kemper, Executive Director
The American Institute of Archltacts
1741 New York Avenue, N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

- Dear Mr. Kemper:

It was the decision of the Executlive
committee of the Chiecago Chapter, A.I.A., in
their meeting of June 2nd, to recommend to the
Board of Directors of the Institute that Mr.

1 Alexis A. Zakharoff be dropped from membership
in The American Institute of Architects.

\

The reason for thls recomnendation 1s
that Mr. Zakharoff has made untrue accusations
and damaglng remarks regarding certaln members
of the Chlcago Ghepter, A.I.A., namely, Messrs.
Gerhardt, Ostergren and Murphy. These remarks
were contained in letters circulated by Mr.
Zakharoff on two occasions, coples of which are
attached.

A special committee, appointed by the
Executive Committee, investigated and found that
Mr. Zakharoff wes not able to prove his accusa-

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006
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Gions.
Sincerely yours,
Chas. D. Faulkner, Secretary
Chicago Chapter, A,I.A.
CDF.p

ce Paul Gerhardt, Jr.
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S Cro Ay June 63 1947 mg\i
Desr nm o T f_;_{,r e D
&‘h tm ?m:t munc at m Emtiw {ommittee the resignstion of Alexis

« Zakberoff of the Chicago Chapter was submitted.

In thst letter he made sharges sgeinst verious members of The Institute, pube
1i¢ bodies, and sgencies in [llinoie, end eenelu&.d hiu lattar with the statemant

that ho m&M iﬁ W‘Om m m i-;mﬂt L
munmut‘mm ,_ s ; |
W mt 1. seeord ma the, latter of Fubmry :w, 1%? from the
W‘hﬂ .of the Chicago Chapler, it le directed that mo sotion be teken on the

resigostion of Alexis A. Zekheroff pending a finsl report snd recomuendations
from the chaptor.

mmm thia, ﬁz‘p Zakhﬁreft &ad ﬁr. ?uul!mar, the &m&ry ef tho 6311@@
Chapter,.wers sdwiged segord: Gt i

R .,-.’s h&tﬂr of #ehmm 17, 1947 muds,ng ﬁ:.ia case is snelosed.

; Bow LR & lsmr oi' 'Jmeéz fraa Er. WI, ﬂ;ie& is enclosed
hm‘eui.th, f.hme pot being time to mske = GODY.

¢ mich should be follom

ﬁaamindeub%s&tem

In 1 Tagt peregresh of his letter, kr. Feulkner requested thet Tnstitute
aotion. on Mry. mmxmff*s migmt&m be. mm pmding lhe shapm's invastigetiea
of his fmt le»ttcr«. : ,

Apperently. thet investigation bez been nede by & snecinl oommititee of the
Gh&pmg 48 amﬁenad in tha fonrm parsgrwh of lr, ?anlkaor!s letter.

m un:ktg agpm fm tho Gh&eago G’hsp ter? M zn -&m mtma should
” ent be nade of Mr, Zekhsroffts pfemt letter of June 27

W

, should we reguest & report from Liw. Lhieago i‘&wp’wr - with & view %o
bringing the resignstion before The Executive ﬁamtbm st its meeting in late
July - sdvieing Mr. Zakheroff to that effeet? .. . ...

‘With the return of his letter, ;zlm sivc m m g‘ﬂd&!ma in this metter,
S oo $ineorely yours,

; .G Robinson, III, Secretsry
The Amm Ixat%uto of Architects
1740 Best l2th Strest
Cleveland 14, Ohio

RCK MIB
Eaclosures

COPY TO

FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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Mr, C. H. Harmond

// : / 24(442@/:6 /4/4 » Mr. 8. C. Jenson
P < Avr gy ; tty, I. W. Root
s American Institute of Architects FiLE COPY > 7 Y.
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Sirs: . THE OcTAGON, WASHINGTON, D.C.

The investigation of wmy charges agsinst certain architects in Chicego, conducted by
C. H. Hammond, E. C. Jenson end I. W. Root are terminated and it wes found thet my accusa-
tions are not prooved. I should like to scy & Few words about this matter and give a light
to certain details of the investigation.

First of all, from = strictly formel legel point of view, I could object to the choice
of such a Committee. C. H. Hanmond is & State Architect tied in with politicisns of the
other camp; and it would be rather awkward for him to teke & stand in my defense when I
attack the Democratic Machine of Chicsgo.

Besides this, I. W. Root iec a former Architect of Municipal Institutuon of the Chicsgo
Park District (Holabird and Root designed Chicego Park Administration Building) end he cerw
tainly cennot afford to be impartial es my occusations were directed mainly ageinst the
"Derk Battalion" of Park District. But, I must admit thet the Whole Committee 'made sine
cere efforts to find out the truth. Their investigations were impartial, unbizsed and
friendly =nd humen towards me; but, I must 2d4d, superficisl for the rezson that they only
touched my sccusstions of members of the American Institute of Architects. They heve not
the professional skill of prosecuting attorney and they could not be asked to take the
oath., And, of course, they have not the time to question the designers znd draftsmen of
Gerhzrdt, which I was asking them to do. Besides, as I suspected, ny witness did not have
the heroism to tell the truth volunterily and expose himself,

I accept their verdict; but my conviction that & criminal state of affairs exists in
Chicago municipally did not change at all. There are fraudulent arcaitects who got their
license by criminal weys; =nd more and more I am conviced that my accusations are right.
Gerhzrdt, = men without any technical education or practical experience and a fraudulent
license, was taken and promoted by former Msyor Kelly as & screen, collaborator of msyor
corruptibility. A priori it can be seid that the sppointment of Gerhardt is the best
proof that he is an imposter, Hverything is 8rooked. The Civil Service Exeminztion is
a comedy and this wes prooved many times. Gerhardt "muscled in" on the Americen Institute
of Architects witn the hopes thst nobody would dare pull him down....supvosedly sn out-
standing ercaitect on a high pedestsl. ’

5/'/2/

The other Municipel Architect, Charles Murchy, is also the seme—etnd of feather..the
clerx in the Architects Office, = men without any technicsl eduvcation with a license which
he bought over the counter, is now a prominent municivel architect and his firm is doing
millions of dollars of work. They are the typilecal mushrooms grown on the rotten ground of
the Chicago Municipsl Administration. It is proper to say thst it was recently disclosed
that the building inspectors end cleriks in the Assessor's Office were criminsls., ¥For for-
mer positions, 20,000 applications were made and Mayor Kelly could not meke a better choice
and he took = criminall! Recently, one "so called" engineer, a former office boy 2nd bros
thel keeper, ignorant draftsman without & high school education, = grafter...Mayor Kelly's
protege...was appointed to a 312,000 position of nationzl importance and nobody protested.
Architectural =nd Zngineering Societies were completely indifferent to the building ac-
tivities in their commmities =2and did not protest to the infringements of their field of
criminel scum.....fslee architects end false enginecers.
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I wrote before end told the Committee my accusations against Gerhardt and statement
that diplome mill existed (I hope they do not exist now) in the State of Illinois are
secondaries and additionsls. My mein accusstion directed agalnst the Engineering Office
of Chicego Park District, (Vomitories) controlled by former Mayor Kelly for a long time,

g~ FABLS

I zm an Architectural Designer’f/o;:many years, and I can proove that the " Dark
Battalion" infests the Engineering Office and ignorant hands are doing tremendous hzrm
to the construction dedicated for the Recreation of the "Children of the Poor." Ignorsnt
drzftsmen with false diplomas of Architects and ingineers, complete ignoramouses and poli~
tical spvointees, ere at the rudder. The duties of Cnief Architect is the hand of former
laborer in repzir store =nd structusl trzcer. The Cnief Architectural Designer, Charles
Scaroeder, is a dovble swindler snd imposter. (According to the dictionary to swindle is
to cheat with intentions). He passed State Architectural #x=mination by freudulent ways
and the Civil Service also by buying questions. He is a grafter and arsonist and he was
gquestioned during an investigation of murder of a student in Chamozgne. He already mede
tremendous harm to Perk and his last job, which cost $40,000....the remodeling of the
Pield House of Armour Square....destinated to the waste basket.

' The investigation of this criminal document will proove that the diploma mill ex-  _/

L. . . . . ol

ists in the State of Illinois. How can such ignorant men as Schroeder enég-Gerhsrdt pean P

Stote ¥xaminations without buying questionsi! Maerhy s
The American Institute of Architects snd prominent Architects of Chicago Chapter

must drop the strictly formel and superficiel attitude towards the crime which degraded

the proffession and the service of Architects to the Humanity. The hidden crime exists!!
The present investigation is too sunerficial. The crime will be uncovered soon, believe

- /[ffxl/,/ Za /{44% |

Love DorderoL
' ‘ | [:%/'/4{’5 \?7



THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

1741 New York Avenue, N. W.

Washington, D. C. ) _
JUN 7 5167

THE OCTAGON 6/13/47

Inter-Office Communication

Dear Id:

In reply to your letter of June 2, 1947, concerning the Zakharoff

case, as I szid in my previous letter, I think the best thing

to do ig to hold this until the Executive Committee meeting in July.

I was under the impression that Zakharoff wanted to resign from

The Institute if his charges against the Chicago Institute Members
C? were not pressed. However, my correspondence does not show

that To be the case and I may be in error. In any case you were
correct that the Chicasgo Chupter or Members would have to prefer

cimrges in order to have him dropped.
Sincerely,
Cgec— -

ACR/ve ' AleXander C. Robingon, IIT

lir., Edward U. Xemper, Executive Secretary

[ Your file in this matter is being returned herewith.
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June 24, 1947

Desr Sr. Feolkney:

Bith further reference to your letter of June 5 ané our response
of June § ~ with pertiouler refersnce t¢ ihe recommendebion of the
exeontive emmittee of ihe Chiscego Chepter ihet ¥vr, Alewis 4.
Zakberoff be drosped fron mesberghiy in The Instilules

Tuis metter has bewn reviesed by The Searelary of The Institule,
Hr. Neblosom, sad his instructices srve thet the corvespondence bs
gubsitted 1o The Exesulive Committes st 1ts meeling to be held in
Buahington durisg the lzet week in July. :

Heenwhile, 8t the divestion of The Seereiery, we write to ask
if Tas Institute mey buve, for the vomfidentiel informetion of The
Exoestive Comsitier, s eupy of ihe reporé «f the speaisl commities
referred to in your lelter of June 5. '

Eincareiy yours,

Besevtive Director

Hr. (harles Do Faulimer, Seeretsry
Chicege Chapter; J.lafs
Chicegs 1, Illinois

BOKs8IB

Coples to - %r. Hobinson
r. Paul mg‘ﬁt; It

COP)’ TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY - TREASURER
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OFFICERS

JOHN S. CROMELIN, A.LA.
6455 S. CENTRAL AVENUE

L. MORGAN YOST, A.LA.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
1947-1948

PHILIP WILT, TR &Tx""""
NORMAN J. SCHLOSSMAN, A.LA.

aém'b"\:épﬁm -«‘éﬂ #‘“*»4‘3‘#»“ Ps

INSTITUTE CHARTER

ALFRED SHAW, F.ALA.
1872

ALBERT F. HEINO, A.LA,

PAUL GERHARDT, JR.
Past President

AND THE OFFICERS

HARFORD FIELD, A.LA.
10 E. HinspaLE AVE., HINSDALE

CHAS. D. FAULKNER, A.LA.
307 N, MICHIGAN AVENUE

W.FRED DOLKE, A.L.A.
189 W. MapISON STREET

CHICAGO CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

June 27, 194%

Mr. E. C. Kempsr, Executive Director
The American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue, N. W., ‘
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kemper:

In reply to your request of
the 24th, for a copy of the report of the
gspecial committee of the Chicago Chapter,
A.I.A., investigating Mr. A. A. Zakharoff,
I am attaching this copy hereto, in dupli-

cate.

Sincerely yours,

Pl ™, P e

Chas. D. Faulkner, Secretary
Chicago Chapter, A.I.A.

CDF.p

4 YEARS
3 YEaRrs
2 YEars
1 YEAR
1 YEAR
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confidential May 27, 1947

Mr. Charles D. Faulkner, 3ecretary
Chicago Chapter, A.I.A., :
307 N. Michigan Avenue ~
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Faulkner:

pursuant to your letter of January 7, 1947, re the charges of
member Zakharoff, which consist of certaln written statements
distributed by him referring to the personal character of mem-
bers Paul Gerhardt, Jr., Robsert C. Ostergren and Charles F.
Murphy and their connection with what the said Zakharoff calls
a "license mill." ,

We, the undersigned members of the committes of three appolnted
by the Executive Committee of the Chilcago Chapter, A.I.A., to
investigate, beg leave to report as follows:

Two members hed an interview with Mr. Zakharoff on Feb. 24, 1947, .
The third member was absent from the city. At this interview

Mr. Zakharoff gave us the name of E. V. Buchsbaum, Wab. 1600,
whom Mr. Zakharoff said knew the facts and could confirm his
charges of the "mill." Mr. Zakharoff was asked 1f his statements
were based solely on hls lmpressions and not on definite evidence
in his possession. He answered, "Yes."

one of your commlttee members interviewed Mr. Buchsbaum over the
'phone. He stated he knew of no reason why he should have been
referred to as he knew nothing whatever about Mr. Zakharoff's

charges as to a "mill" or the methods used in securing licenses.

on May 27 the three members had a personel Interview with Mr,
ZakXharoff. He repeated that hls statements as circulatsd were
based on his impressions and that he had no direct evidence of
improper methods used but again referred to Mr. Buchsbaum whom
we tried unsuccessfully to reach. In answer to the question if
he knew of any others whom -he felt had direct knowledgs or
evidence, Mr. Zakharoff sald "No." He volunteered the belief
that in the event of a formal legal inquiry, witnesses under oath
would feel compelled to testify as to what they knew.

In answer to 2 question as to what evidence he had to support his
term of "swindler" he stated that he felt he should have used the
term "imposter" instead of "swindler."

Very truly yours,

(Signed) John W. Root
" C. Herrick Hammond
" Elmer C. Jensen
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CHICAGO CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

August 20, 1947

Mr. E. C. Kemper, Executive Director
The American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenus, N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kemper:

Relative to your letter of August 1l4th,
we feel that Mr. Zakharoff has conducted himself
both ungentlemanly and unprofessionally. In view
of thls fact, the Executive Committee of the
Chicago Chapter specifically requests that the
Directors of The Instltute place themselves on
record, sending us copy of such record, to the
effect that Mr. Alexis A. Zakharoff will not again

%\ be readmitted to The Institute at any future time
Emthrough any of its chapters.

The Executive Committee will be glad to
have a reply from the Directors.

Sincerely yours,

O~ D =Y s

Chas. D. Faulkner, Secretary
Chicago Chapter, A.I.A.
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Mugust 26, 1947

Desr Hr, Vaulknery

Thiz will acknovledge yvours of Mum Z0 5% hangd on
the 2ind, with regard to the Tesigmation of ¥r. Alexts A
méamtf, and trensmitting the request of the exesuiive
committen of the Chiongo Chaupter #8at The Boerd of The In-
atitute plnee ﬁmif on reccrd to thea'effaet that he shall
ot sgain Ye sdmitted to The Institute at any future tise
through sany of its ahapm. | |

Yo shall be sure to subnit your ledttsy 4o The Bosrd st
its next meeting, which will be in Charleston, Scuth Caroline,
during the firat wesk 2f Decerber,

Bingerely yours,

Executive Director

Hr. Chas. Do Foullner, Segretery
Chioago gh&?tﬁ?’ U5 OF TN

307 Horth Michigsn Avenus
Chicage, Illinois

ECK MO
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EXCERPT FROM MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE BOARD

December 3-6, 1947
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Alexis A. Zakharoff—Letter of Chicago Chapter
The Secretary read a letter from the executivelL
committee of the Chicago Chapter, dated August;
20, 1947, concerning the action of The Executive E
Committee of The Institute at its July 1947 meet- E
ing, in accepting the resignation of Alexis A. Zak-}
haroff. The Chicago Chapter executive comrnittee.r:
requested that The Board go on record to the effect]
‘that Mr. Alexis A. Zakharoff will not again be ad-|
mitted to The Institute at any future time through;
any of its chapters. Action was as follows: ’
) i

Resolved, That in the event Alexis A. Zakharoff, for-
mer member, should apply for reinstatement as a cor-
porate member of The Institute, it is directed by this!
Board that the correspondence and record in his case,
with reference to his resignation from The Institute,
be submitted to The Board of Examiners with his appli-
cation for reinstatement. (327-B-12-47)
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