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Dated  April 20, 19 44.
Received April 29, 19 44,
Granted August 15, - 1944,

MEMBERSHIP NC 2555

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

RECORD OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Applicant proposed by. .. V.- To He Blen .. .. . and.. Maurice S. May .~
Application received with check for §. 10.00 L T April 29, j944,
Application returned for correction. ... ........ ... .. ..., 19

Applicatron in due order on. .. ........ ... ... April 29, 19 4L, -

Record of registration, Form 839, Sent AMd..). .. May. 1, .19 44. Received. May 5, 19 44,

Notices sent to chapter executive commitiee:

(a) Form 811, reasonable time ending on. .. . .. June 1, .. ... .. 19 44, on May 1, 1944
(b) Form 812, 30 day extension ending on. . ... July. 1, ....... 19 .44, o0n June 1, 19 44,
Acknowledgments to applicant, proposers, and chapter on. . . ............ ... - May 1, 1944,
Certified resolution of chapter executive committee recommending admission
or that application be denied received on...... ... ... .................. 19

No report from chapter executive committee on........................... July 1, 1944 .
4 pplicqtion sent to The Board of Examinerson........................... August 8, 19 44
The Board of Examiners reported on application on. . ..................... August 2, 19 44

Applicant  was admitted on.................iiiii kugust 15, y9 44
Notice and cerdificate to applicant and notice of assignment to chaptér and letter
20 PrOPOSETS OM. ... ..o turveeno ot oannenanssonesaancoaanesonasss

August 15, 1944 |

Notice of denial of application to chapter and applicant and oo
returned to applicant on........ ... ... i e 19

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION AND ASSIGNMENT
1, Secretary of The American Institute of Architects, hereby certify that, under authority
vested in me by The Board of Directors, I have this day duly elected : ;
Ronald Sylvester Senceman /

to membership in The Institute, and hereby declare him to be a corporate member of ‘The
_ Institute and assign him to membership in the Washington, D. C, Chapter.

Date August 15, 9./ Qorcocctee. .G .. RO e ssot. 2

Secretary



APPLICATION Ne 235533

ORIGINAL

File this original with The Secretary of
The American Institute of Architects.

File the duplicate, on yellow paper, with
the secretary of the local chapter of The
Institute,

The American Institute of Architects

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

I, the undersigned, do hereby apply for corporate membership in The American Institute of Architects.

1. My full name is 'feonq(d Su{\ueé‘}er Sensemq,h .

2 Statewhetkera 2, ] am a hodtural citizen of Uu.sS. A, .

natural or o nat-
uralived citizen.

3. My legal residence isin the Cityof [ o ke © ™ og@ k. s
County of M OV\+’—’[ o mer«’ Stateof MM d .

+. State whether 4, My address in The Institute records will be
n.r}dmu or office
ress.

Number IHHoo Street Cd\"l"O‘l Aue .

Cry Talome /'DL‘-. . s Md

. State wheth i i i et ) ‘
5, Siate whether 5. I am engaged in the profession of architecture as ©r4c+ LN c’ A rch a"‘ e
archilect, a teach-
¢r, a public ofi-

cial, etc. 6. 1 destre to be 2 member of the LL)a..S L\ i f-,‘l on D .G Chapter.

7. 1 declare that I have read the by-laws and the Principles of Professional Practice of The Amer-
ican Institute of Architects, and that I understand the duties, responsibilities and obligations
thereunder of a member of The Institute, and I do hereby agree and declare that, if admitted
to membership, I will to the best of my ability abide by and comply with such by-laws and Prin-

ciples of Professional Practice.

8. I have filed the duplicate of this application with the secretary of the chapter above named. I
am not indebted to The Institute or to any of its chapters or state association members.

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006
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9. I enclose my check for 3 }p.‘——, for admission fee and the first year’s annual dués. It is my
understanding that if for afyy reason I am not admitted to membership all of said amount will
be returned to me, except five dollars which The Institute will retain as an examination fee.

Date A@ rs ’ 20 19 4"1‘.
y :,,,_._L,_‘.,.;\\,..me..-,'.-v ~,»;.¢«‘-\r:sv§?:=~---«~ﬂ‘"ﬂ'l

Applicant sign full name in ink

L

S

- 3

:_;‘. %yvké
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STATISTICS
10. -Date of birth Place of birth
Oct 14, 19t Collingswoed A.J.

11. I am registered or licensed to practice architecture in the following named states:
(State or States) By Examsnation (State or States) By Exemption v\»

,Vlan, land Aol

(a) I hold a Certificate No. ................ of the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards.

EDUCATION

12. T attended the following named schools (high school, private school, college or university); have
held the following named scholarships; have travelled in the following named countries:

Camc‘ev\ CoUn“- doc.q,*‘-conq,( SQ“QGI
T a k ©wce AQ«&QMH
C.o‘uml:nc\ JUV\IGV“ eulec,

Cocl-koltc Uh-uews.+~' ot Amev.c&

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING.

13. 1 list below, in chronological order, the periods of my training as draftsman, the names and ad-
dresses of my principal employers, and my classification as draftsman while employed by each:

1930 -3I J.N. Hd—ll{ , Camdeny N.J, Jr. DraHsman
I9>3-258 Wash. Co”etlc M'l” u_)a,sln_)D_C De‘{‘alllnc’
H3>4 43 A$ & (Pan"Pa, in C'Pnua;‘-e P-QQ""tQQ
“‘143-__" fcc—‘\uolac,nsk @@ M. (l“ Wash. D.c .
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PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

14. 1 list below, in chronological order, the periods during which and the states in which I have prac-
ticed architecture as an individual or as 2 member of a firm or corporation or as a public official
or have taught architecture or the arts and sciences allied therewith. (State names of firms or
corporations or public office and of schools or colleges).

ln rluq‘{'e_ (Pha&{w'ce 1A My own hame
+row\ 19 24 ‘Hll @V<5€W‘L +lm< J—lave ’oee*\
CMPIOI’ec‘ a s +¢¢t\ h,oloczt.s“' O@Mq Sincece Jan., 1943

PRESENT OR PREVIOUS MEMBERSHIPS IN ARCHITECTURAL

ORGANIZATIONS
15. Member of Institute from to
16. Junior of Institute from to
17. Associate of o Chapter from to
18. Junior Associate of Chapter from to
19. Member of State Association in M ary lan d from 436G to |4 4.4-

ENDORSEMENT BY PROPOSERS

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I have read the statements made herein above by the
applicant and believe them to be correct. I vouch for his honorable standing in this community and
in his profession. I believe he is fully qualified for membership and I propose him therefor.

1 have known the applicant for q years. I have known the applicant for /] years.
7}- T I"? . @L&v«'

Signed m—‘sMA-l-R;/ | ngnedmam S A % . -
Proposer Proposer
W,

Toatbamds | ot 3 [{/MH@@Q_Q

Note: The two proposers must be corporate members of The Institute in good standing.




. :I‘m: AMERICAN
LNSTITUTE O ARCHITECTS

344 MAY -5 am 9 04

WASHINGI‘ON, D.C.

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OctacoN, WasHINGTON, D. C.
Office of The Secretary
RECORD OF REGISTRATION
OF

(Name of Applicant)

SECRETARY,

BoARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINERS,

Baltimore, Md.
Address

Dear Sir:

The above named applicant for membership in The American Institute of Architects is an architect
practicing in your state.

To qualify for such membership, an applicant, if resident in a state having registration or licensing
laws for architects, must be registered or licensed by the state to practice architecture therein.

Wil you please answer the following questions relating to the applicant’s registration, to assist The
Institute in determining his eligibility for membership? A duplicate of the form is enclosed for your

files. .
Qavandar, C . Rolwurow. - -
Date. May ln 1944—
Secretary
1. Is the applicant registered or licensed to practice architecture in your state? )/es z
2. Was his registration or licensing by examination?.......cooomeeeee or by exemption? l/
3. What was the scope of the examination?
4, What was the period of the examination?.................. days. Written examination.......oeceemee- hours; Oral examina-
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tion hours,
5. When examined, did applicant have a certificate from the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards? @
......................... If so, give Certificate NOw oo anene

6. Date of last registration...d.unﬁ..!! ............. 1934 Registration No..... ISS'E Is it current?.’

@ *Onc)/eav D Arrears. C %

) “.-(;S'.ignaure Of Secreta " i ;;;t‘i’.) ---------
Maryland Board of Examinér€ and

N Date Ma)/4 1944 . Registration of Architects

(Name of Board)

o My e & MaT{ |
/a:lfuﬂﬂl-’” )"“‘7 5:’[’? % ,"&Ww——» M“‘f""
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS =~ C@PY

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

fagast 15, 1944

Desy ¥r. Sdnsemx

The S?mtary is heppy to inform you that your application for
membershipiin The Instituie was scted on favorsbly by The Board of
Pirectore gar.i that you were admitted to corporste membership in The
Institute snd sssigned to membership in the Washingteon, D. C. Chepter,
effective August 15, 1944. You will be s member of that Chapter, or
of some ettﬁ&r chapter if you later trsnsfer themtu, unm ycmr
menbership t;ia The Institute terminstes, B

Your éerﬁﬁs&u of membership, duly executed by the Officers
of The inat*tute, ¥ill be sent in due course.

The Bowrd of Directors welcomes you to membership in The

 Institute oné The Seemtuyis office iz at yw:r sexvice to the

extent of its wwer&

The pnliciaa and %he acﬁriuas af The Institute are developed .
largely fros problems arising within the chapters. By taking sn
sctive part in your Chapter affairs you will contribute to the
sdvancement of the objects of The Institute znd will increase the
benefits to be derived from Institute membership.

We bespesk your active cooperatiom.

-/ .. Simeerely yours,

‘ Secretary
Br, Ronald §. Senseman N
1100 Carroll Avenue

Takm ?k-, :mﬂ

Aeﬁtés

cc tos Director, Middle Atlantic District

Proposers, Mr. Maurice S, May
Hr. V. ‘1‘. H, Bien

BAoCcImEArT crroeTADV O ACH DD
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TO:

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
1741 New York AvVENUE, N. W.

WasHingTON 6, D. C,

May 24, 1955

NOTICE OF TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP

Transferred Member:

Secretary of Chapter
To Whick Member is

Transferred

Secretary of Chapter
From Which Member
Is Transferred

Effective Date ~ April 2, 1955

Mr. Ronald 8. Sensemsn, A.I.4.
7705 Georgia Avenue, N.¥W,
Washington, D. C.

Mr. Benjamin P. Elliott, Secrstary
Potomac Velley Chapter of Mar;land, A.I.A.
855 Pershing Drive

©ilver Spring, Maryland

Mr. Frank J.Duane, Secretary
Washington-Metropolitan Chapter, 2.I.4.
1612 Eye Street, R.VW.

Wsghington, 6, D. C.

In accordance with Chapter I1, Article 1, Section 7 of the By-laws

of The Institute this will advise that the above-named corporate
member has been transferred as indicated, 80d &S & Charter Member,

Sincerely yours,

T e
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October 25, 1958

Mr. Ronald S. Senseman, A,I.A.
7705 Georgia Avenue, N,W,
Washington 12, D.C.

Dear Ronald:

The members of the American Institute of Archltects
Join me in best wishes and success Lo you in your
fortheoming campaign for the state legislature in
Maryland,

This kind of community activity for architects is L
something which I personally favor very much, 19§5

Sincerely q&ﬁ¥

£

John Noble Richards, F.A.I.A.
President

INR/ems

I
i
S8

bce - Mr, E.R. Purves
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/

Mpril 23, 1959
. Bonald 5. Swnssman, A, L.A.
1702 Georgla Avenue, R FILE popy .
Washingson 12, b. C. "1 - PLEASE Rerypy

Dosr Zonald:

mmmﬂmmammm,amﬁhmm,um
srising to advise you that your uame amd thas of Dastel A. Hopper, J¥., heve
bown officially pleced in monination as cendidaces for Che office of inglonal
piractor of the Middls Atlantic deglonsl Blatrict of The Institute.

mmﬂﬁammﬁm#ﬁwm,mmﬁuhmﬁma
ballot wbich will be matled from the Ockagom on Priday, Mey 13, 1959, to all
morporate numbers susigned to chepters in the Midéle Atlsutic Begion. Ballote
mummhmwmmmm;. 1959, at 5 p.m., Esstern
paylight Time to be counked. Thres coxporate moubers will be appointed tellers.

1t any fwiividoal o clmptax or other component wishes t9 cireulerise the
sumbership of the Reglon an behalf of a camdidate, The Institets will addrass
esavelopes oy sards at the ususl vate of $10.00 per run. Arvangeeents should
e nade several days in stvimce, becawse of the pessibility that the sddrasso-
groph meshine might mot bw Lamadiately availsble. It ahould be meted that
addssssing {9 the only work which we can pucform. Yo regret we aré wok set
up to print, iasert or post litexsture.

Yours sincexely,

Sduand B. Purves, F.A. LA,

Prlom ‘

eg: Mr. Bileco
M. Carrell
w- aﬂﬂh

i
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8 February 1960

Mr. Edmund R. Purves,.F.A.I.A.
American Institute of Architects
Octagon Bldg.

1735 New York Ave., N. W,
Washington, D, C.

Dear Ned:

In discussing a new design assignment with Johns Hopkins
University, we have been asked for a professional reference.

We have submitted your name for this purpose and hope that,
should the client contact you, it will be possible for you
to say a kind word for us.

Thanks sincerely for any help you may wish to give in this
regard.

Kindest regards,

RONALD S. SENSEMAN, A.I.A.

WAS /mr

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006
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TELEPHONE RANDOLPH 6-1005 TO 6-1009
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Februsry 10, 1960

Mr, Ronald 8, Senseman, A.X.A.
7705 Guowgis Avenus, N.W.

W”hiﬁsm 12, b. €.

Dasy Ron:
Yours of the Sth is at hund,

1 will sertainly bé delighted to pm: in & kind wvord for you
should the vccasion ariss,

Wishing you 81l success,
Sincerely,

‘M R, Purvés, F.A.1.A.
Exscutive Director

BRPinm
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January 18, 1961

Mr, Ronald 8. Senseman, AJA
7705 Georliia Avenue, NW
Washington 25, b. C.

Deax Rom:
Just tead your article on the Buenos Ailres FPAA Congvess in

the "“Potomac Valley Architect.” It {s very well written snd very
informative.

Congratulations!
Cordially,
/
Wolf Von Bckardb
Public Information
WIE:ekb
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No.NF 1036
Received Oct. 1 19_63._
Voted OnAAPTil 9 19 64

Voted On April 19 65

Voted O@Z‘:‘f_‘/: _____ 194.¢_
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

JURY OF FELLOWS Granted W"“wéﬁé

No. M 1036
NOMINATION FOR FELLOWSHIP
CASE RECORD
onald Sylvester
. Name of Nomineg Senseman,/ Date of Nomination __August 7 19.63

 Address of Nominee 7705 Georgia Ave., NW - Washington 12, D. C.

_ Nominee’s firm Ronald__ S. Senseman, AIA

. Nominee’s principal place of business same as #2 above

. Nominee’s Chapter Pg_t_:omac Valley Chapter, AIA

none

. Nominee’s State Organization._.

. Nominee admitted to Institute August 15, 1944

. Nominee has been in good standing in Institute from 8 ______ 19 b4 to Jan. 1 1964
. , d
. Nominee’s age..?..l_ __________ Birthplace Collingswood, New Jersey
- Executive Committee, Potomac Valley Chapter
. Nominators:

I8
(1) Theodore R. Cormar, Jr.

(2) Dennis W. Madden
(3) John W. Lawrence
(4) Jack C. Cohen
(5) John E. Moore
(6) Andrew MacIntire
(7) Harold L. Esten

SERVICE TO INSTITUTE - BESIGN

. Achievement
-~ N . N
{?"t‘ ./3,‘-,,9;:4“;7'&.\;@?»};3_ C/&“’*F“’Q«/L C {7 é ,)
A ' - .ﬁ o "y ‘
{6\,,&,&&;«,«@.20% Saaentd (66 )

(a)
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AIA FORM NO. H503 Nomination No.

CONFIDENTIAL

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

Nomination for Fellowship
by Chapter

The Jury of Fellows, ATA

N

The American Institute of Architects ' /
1735 New York Avenue Northwest
* Whshington, D. C. *~ o Date_September 26, 963

Revised October 22, 1965

The Executive Committee of this Chapter, at a duly called meeting on _August 7, 1963
(DATE OF MEETING) -

RONALD SYLVESTER SENSEMAN

_(NAME OF NOMINEE)
felowship in the Institute. We enclose evidence of the qualifications of the nominee for the fellowship on which
the nomination was based and certify the resolution is as follows: o

nominated corporate member of this Chapter, for

N . < < N .
“Whereas thls Executive Commlttee believes Ronald Sylvester Senseman
(NAME OF NOMINEE)
a member of this Chapter, has made so notable a contribution to the advancement to the profession

because of his achievement in__S€rvice to the Profession, Public Service,

and Science of Construction - and

(NAME OF CATEGORY(S) FOR WHICH NOMINATION IS MADE—I.E., DESIGN, SCIENCE OF CONSTRUCTION, ’
LITERATURE, EDUCATION, SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION, PUBLIC SERVICE)

“Whereas, said member has been in good standing in this Chapter for __te€h  years prior to this
date; therefore be it (NUMBER OF YEARS)
“Resolved. That.__1he Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland Chapter, ATA

(NAME OF CHAPTER)

does hereby nominate "RONALD SYLVESTER SENSEMAN for fellowship in The

(NAME OF NOMINEE) ‘
Institute, and the President and Secretary be and hereby are authorized and directed to prepare the
nomination papers and forward them to The Jury of Fellows of the. Institute and to do all things proper
to forward said nomination.”

* Stgnatures of Members pf Executive Commiittee

| Edﬁé‘% f%&z

Joty E. Mozz:é/PreSIdent Ball, Direc OE/‘

. Lawren

Trgasurer Dedmi £ Y. JDirector —

|
mu:tbbedizerlfon y ugned Jnd 2

THE NOMINATORS SHOULD SEE THAT DATA 1S SENT TO THE JURY 0;7 FELLOWS IN SUPPORT
OF THIS NOMINATION. ALL SUCH COMMUNICATIONS SHALL BE PRIVILEGED AND NO
COPIES SHOULD BE GIVEN TO OTHERS.
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AIA FORM NO. H503

BIOGRAPHICAL STATISTICS

Additional sheets may be inserted to supplement any page, 2 to 7, inclusive.

Typewriting only

1. Nominee’s full name:._____Ronald Sylvester Senseman

2. Nomineeisa K patural [ naturalized citizen of United States
(NAME OF COUNTRY)

3. Nominee’s legal residence (address):— 901 McCeney Avenue, Burnt Mill Hills, ailv$r ggring,

4. Nominee’s firm name: Ronald S. Senseman, A.l .A..

5. Nominee’s principal place of business (address):_/ 705 Georgia Avenue, N.W., Vz\lg(s)l’llinqton » D.C.

6. Nominee is registered or licensed to practice architecture by:_Maryland in 1934, and later by

National Council of Architecture Reqgistration Boards.
(NAME OF STATE BOARD, NCARB, AS GCASE MAY BE)

7. Nominee is registered or licensed to practice architecture in the states of;_ District of Columbia,

Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, West Virginia, Indiana, Florida, Delaware.

8. Nominee is engaged in the profession of architecture as:_ A _Practicing architect.

(CURRENT STATUS OF EMPLOYMENT AND POSITION)

9. Nominee’s date of birth:_0ctober 19, 1912, Place of birth:__Collingswood, New Jersey

10. Nominee’s education:

(a) Name of High School, College, University, Private Schools, Post Graduate, etc. (chronological order)

LOCATION NO. OF YEARS YEAR OF GRADUATION DEGREE
Technical Camden .
County, New Jersey 2 1930 Architectural graduate

Columbia Union College
Takoma Park, Maryland L - -

gathglic Unix@rsity of L _ .
me lit;)cgdho\ﬁlaarghlﬂsnﬁelfg B)’ ngrr'l%lée:

11. Nominee has traveled in the following countries: Canada, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama,
Venezuela, Peru, Brmzil, Argentina, Dutch Antilles |slands, Bermuda, Bahama,
Haiti, Jamaica, Cugg, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, England, France, Spain, ltaly,
Greece, Egypt, India, China, Japan, Thailand, Hawaii (USA).

12. Other data concerning nominee’s record: (important experiences during employment or additional statistics
of importarnce in nominee’s record) .
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NOMINEE’S ACHIEVEMENT IN ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

(Part I of this page must be executed in all cases regardless of category for which nomination is made to conform to
photographic exhibits which will be submitted.)

1.* Works
PHOTOGRAHPS
COMPLETED SUBMITTED
CONSTRUCTION TO JURY
TYPE IDENTIFICATION OF WORK LOCATION OF WORK WORK OF FELLOWS
(a) Commercial (City) (State) (Year)
(b) Monumental
(c) Domestic
(d) Special .
A Park Arlington Apts. Arlington, Virginia 1963 1
B Montgomery County
O0ffice Building Rockville, Maryland 1952 i
A Stow-Away Motel Ocean City, Maryland 1958 1
A Fink Office Building Arlington, Virginia 1961 1
D Bethune Jr. High Sch., Prince George's County
Maryland - 1962 1
A Park Arlington Motel Arlington, Virginia 1961 1
D Springvale Home for
the Elderly Silver Spring, Md. 1965 1
D Sligo Parochial School Takoma Park, Maryland 1964 1
D St. Martin's Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church Annapolis, Maryland 1963 1
D Wytheville S.D.A. Ch. Wytheville, Virginia: 1964 2

2. Describe nominee’s notable work in design, to bring out the particular achievements the nominators believe
have notably contributed to the advancement of the profession.

Mr. Senseman's philosophy, in connection with the design of his structures
is that: "It is not the architect's prerogative to create a building that
expresses his identity; rather it is the responsibility of the architect to
the client to provide him with a facility that will function as it should
and express the aesthetic desires of the client; the building should, in its
aesthetic appeal, reflect the purpose for which it was intended to serve; it
is also the architect's grave responsibility that the completed project be
economically feasible."

Most of the buildings designed by Mr. Senseman have incorporated this
philasophy wherein -the structure and design are synonymous. This is particu-
larly well illustrated in .the nine schools that he has designed and built in
Levittown, New Jersey, which lncorporate the . llghtwelght steel construction
frame (see Science jof Construction). . .

+ Part 1 above must be executed in all cases regardless of category for which nomination is made to conform to
photographic exhibits which will be submitted.
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NOMINEE’S ACHIEVEMENT IN SCIENCE OF CONSTRUCTION

1. Construction Work

PHOTOGRAPHS
DRAWINGS, OR
SKETCHES
COMPLETED SUBMITTED
TYPE OF WORK IDENTIFICATION LOCATION CONSTRUCTION TO JURY
CONSTRUCTED OF WORK OF WORK WORK OF FELLOWS
(Year)
D Levitt Jr. High School Willingborough
New Jersey - 1963 2
D Somerset Park Ele- Levittown
mentary Schogl . New Jersey 1958 1
2. Books, Treatises, or Articles Written
SUBJECT TITLE WHERE PUBLISH;ED ' ) ' DATE PUBLISHED
Standard Classroom Units ''Construction Journal" 1949
The Case of Changing ""Better Lighting
School Design Better Sight" 1962
Modular School Design "Modular School Design Brochure 1958 (enclosed)
"Environmental Engineer- U. S. Department Health,
ing for the School" Education and Welfare 1962

3. Describe nominee’s notable work in the science of construction and any recognition thereof by other
societies, to bring out the particular achievements the nominators believe have notably contributed to the
advancement of the profession.

Carrying out his philosophy of design and structure being synonymous, as
previously mentioned under Architectural Design, this philosophy has led
Mr. Senseman to become expert in the science of construction and, by
incorporating this knowledge of structure in the many buildings which he
has designed, he has become particularly well known for lightweight,
steel frame school buildings. This initial effort was to prove that
well designed buildings by architects can be built as rapidly and more
economically than the so-called ''packaged deals!' offered by some industries.
This has been effectively proved due to Mr. Senseman's efforts, and many
School Boards have lost their interest in packaged deals after seeing
what can be done by an architect who is sensitive to the science and
design of buildings. Pietro Belluschi was one of the jurors who dis-
tinguished two of these buildings with awards.

4
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3 Describe nominee's notable work in the science of construction . . .
(continued)

As expert consultant with the 0.Q.M.G. during World War 11, Ronald Senseman
was assigned the task of developing a portable 16-man shelter to replace the
tent. After much experimenting with existing systems, all were abandoned and
a complete new system of folding telescopic parts was designed and adopted

by the Army. There were no loose parts or bolts; every part was attached,
and the entire system boxed with minimum weight and bulk. Erection time was
six (6) hours.

As a result of this experience, when challenged after the War in the school
building program with temporary and prefabricated pagkage schools, he met the
challenge and created a permanent type of rigid steel frame and masonry
building at less cost than proposed temporary units. (Two of the buildings
received awards from the Washington Board of Trade, and the certificates were
signed by Pietro Belluschi,)

Having always felt that light steel frame construction was safer and more
flexible than wall bearing for schoolhouse construction, a continuous effort

was maintained to develop a lightweight modular construction that would increase
the speed of construction and economy without sacrifice of quality.

In the search, the system that Macomber had developed for warehouses, etc.,

was investigated, This so-called V-Lok system was adapted to school construction
through the efforts of Ronald S. Senseman early in 1950; the first school
addition was completed in 1953, The weight of this structural system is the
lightest ever designed, thus saving much steel and making the components much
more readily handled.

The advantages to this modular system included flexibility in planning and in
making additions to the buildings. Standardization of the components permitted
rapid production and simplification. This modular system lends itself to any
type of exterior surfacing, The waiting time on steel during this period was
three to five months and through standardizing all columns and joists, with
columns all the same size and joists all the same size, these members could be
s tock-piled and ordered by the number needed, saving time on shop drawings

and fabrication.

This system standardized all sizes, all joists erected without bolts, rivets
or welding. Erection is rapid and requires a minimum of equipment.

Modular system has been used on many buildings in Montgomery and Prince George's
Counties, Maryland. Articles on this system were written and a brochure pre-=
pared by Mr. Senseman and was reproduced and published by Macomber (see

attached folder).

La



3. Describe nominee's notable work in the science of construction . . .
(continued)

As a result of an investigation by Mr. Len Haeger, Architect for William Levitt,
for the best possible design concept for speed, flexibility, cost and efficiency
for a large group of schools for their proposed community, this system then being
used in Prince George's County was investigated and selected, and Mr. Senseman
selected to design the Levitt schools.

The first 24 classroom school for Levitt using this system was completed and
occupied in three (3) months (see attached brochure for photos). The system
is still in use on the schools Levitt is building today and in Prince George's
County.

A Junior High School was designed for Levitt and American Bridge built this
building, attempting to develop a competitive system, As a result, American
Bridge subsequently came out with a competitive system, which can be seen

in their publications, '

Today, sixteen years after Mr. Senseman first developed a modular, lightweight
school construction system, several other component systems have emerged and

are being marketed on the basis of flexibility, economy and stability,

Ronald S. Senseman, by his imagination-, research and development of an economi-
cal component system for school buildings truly can be called the Pioneer
Architect of the component structural systems for schools.
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« AIA FORM NO. H503

NOMINEE’S ACHIEVEMENT IN EDUCATION AND LITERATURE

1. Education Work

(List the degrees and the educational positions held by the nominee, and bring out clearly the nominee’s
signal work and its particular force and influence which the nominators believe to be a notable contribution to
the.advancement of the profession, and state evidences of recognition of such work by pupils, the profession,
other societies, or the. public. '

Mr. Senseman's tremendous interest in his own profession has led. him to the
desire of teaching others something about the principles of architecture.

* With no remuneration whatsoever, he has taught various courses at the Columbia
Union College and the Potomac University, both located in.Takoma Park, Maryland,
in connection with the students' liberal arts education. This endeavor is to
stimulate interest in the profession of architecture among the student body,
and as a result some of the students have gone on to study architecture and
become registered architects. Mr. Senseman has been teaching continuously
in both of these schools since 1948 to date, and the subjects of the courses
are as follows: _

Principles of Architecture
Engineering Drafting
Church Architecture
Planning School Plants

In addition to the above, Mr. Senseman has been a guest lecturer on architectural
design at the Johns Hopkins University.

*No remuneration from Potomac Universify only.

2. Literary Work

(List the original written works of the nominee and state clearly the particular force and influence of that
work which the nominators believe to be a notable_ contribution to the advancement of the profession, and state
evidences of recognition of such work by other societies, the profession, educational institutions or the public.)

» or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

Q/IERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

NAME OF BOOK OR PERIODICAL YEAR WORK PUBLISHED
BOOK, TREATISE OR ARTICLE . SUBJECT CONTAINING WORK
gicle Forest Grove Elementary Schools ''Progressive Architecture!' = 1950-July
Atgicle Oakview Elementary Schools ""School Board Journa]” . 1949-September
Article Feature Story on Schools -+ .. 'Washington- Evening., Star''- 1951~April 14
Articles(4) Church Building - -+ - - «::'"Review & Herald! . - . . :1951 Series
Articles(B) Firesafe Home "Life and Health''.. . -~ 1950 Series -
Articles(8) Building a Home "Life and Health 1948 Series
Article World Trek ~ "Potomac Valley Architect'! 1959
Article Hous..for Elderly-in Scandanavia '""Potomac Valley Architect' - 1962-March
Reports Mont.Co.School Bd. by Joint.Comm.,A:{.A.~Pub. of the Month 1958
1 -5 Advisory Committee-Criteria for Selection of Architects .
Book Architectural~'"The Residential Architecture of Richardson: Brognard 0k|e of
Philadelphia' (compiled by R.S.Senseman, Leon Brown, Edwin 1955

Bateman Morris and Charles T. Okie)
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AJIA FORM NO. H503

NOMINEE’S ACHIEVEMENTS IN SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

[. State fully the nominee’s signal service to the profession, The lnstitute, his chapter, or his state organization,
which the nominators believe has notably contributed to the advancement of the profession, and list the
offices in architectural organizations occupied by the nominee and the period of each.

The following are only briefly stated facts which will deal with Ronald S.
Senseman's devotion and unselfish efforts to serve the profession.

In. 1938 Mr. Senseman became a member of -the-Maryland Society of Architecture,
and. two years. later helped to organize the Washington Metropolitan Division
of the Maryland SOC|ety, serV|ng th|s organlzatlon as Secretary-Treasurer
and Vlce PreS|dent. Do ¢

After becomlng a Corporate Member of the Washlngton Chapter of the A.l A.
in 1944, he sought to identify the architects maintaining a practice in the
Maryland counties. adjacent to-the District.of Columbia by instigating an -
application for:charter for the Southern Maryland Chapter of the A.!.A. Due
to the objections of the Washington Chapter (because this would have been
deleted from their territory), this charter was turned down at the A.l.A.
convention in New Orleans in 1947. Due to his continued efforts and deter-
mination to identify the architects in this part of Maryland, the Washington
Chapter changed its name to the Washington Metropolitan Chapter of the A.l.A.,
and authorized the organization of a Maryland Division of the Washington

- Metropolitan Chapter. Mr. Senseman was elected-President of the Maryland
Division and as the helmsman, served on. the Executive Committee of the
Washington Metropolitan Chapter.

In 1948 he was appointed to the Governor's Committee for the State Building
Code in Maryland. This Code was publlshed and adopted in 1951,

During the years 1949 to 1951, Mr. Senseman served as Chairman of the A.l.A.
Convention Resolutions Committee and was partly responsible for the establish-
ment of the Kemper Award. He served as Chairman of the Building & Zoning
Committee of the Washington Metropolitan Chapter, and in 1953 he served on the
Committee on Architect and The Government.

By 1954, the number of practicing architects in the Maryland communities
adjacent to Washington had grown considerably, and Mr. Senseman and other
members of the A.l.A. again initiated action for the establishment of another
Maryland Chapter. A charter was granted to the Potomac Valley Chapter of
Maryland, A.l1.A., in 1955, and Ronald S. Senseman was elected as its first
and charter President, serving in this capacity for two successive terms.
While serving as Chapter President, Mr. Senseman still managed to find time
for other Institute affairs, such as

Delegate to the Pan American Congress of Caracas in. Venezuela in 1956,

A.l.A. delegate to the National Chamber of Commerce Convention of 1957.

Co-host for Centennial Convention from.the Potomac Valley Chapter of
Maryland in 1957, and. served on the Committee for Foreign Dlgnltarles
of that same year. S : :
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1. State fully the nominee's service to the profession . . . (continued)

The A.l.A. Commemorative Centennial Stamp was first suggested to the Executive
Director of the Institute, Mr. Edmund Purves, in a letter addressed to Mr. Purves
dated July 19, 1954, from Ronald S, Senseman. This idea was given the en-
thusiastic support of the Institute, and he was appointed to the Jury on the
A.l,A. Commemorative Centennial Stamp that met and selected the winning design

in 1957,

In addition to serving as a Director of the Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland

from 1957 to 1958, he also served the Chapter on the Liaison Committee, the
Legislation Committee, the Chapter Affairs Committee, and other special committees.
In all of these assignments, he was either chairman or co-chairman.

From 1958 to 1962 Ronald S. Senseman served as a member of the National A.l.A.
Chapter Affairs Committee, representing the Middle Atlantic Region.

Mr. Senseman was one of the six members of the Special Chapter Committee jointly
formed between the Washington Metropolitan Chapter and the Potomac Valley
Chapter of Maryland. This joint committee on school construction had the
monumental task of continually convincing the Montgomery County Board of
Education that private architects could design better and more economical
schools than a municipal architect's office. This committee published a

report which won the A.l.A. "Document of the Month'' Award.

Ronald S. Senseman was selected and served as Trip Director for the A.l.A.
Round the World Post Convention Trek in 1959, and the A.l.A. Hawaiian Island
Pre-convention Trek in 1960,

In 1961 he served as Chairman of the Regional Council, Middle Atlantic Region,
as Vice Chairman of the Delegation to the Pan American Conference at Buenos
Aires, conducted Chapter Affairs Seminar at the Philadelphia Convention
(substituting for Mr. George Pierce, F.A.l.A.)and was a member of the A.l.A.
Committee for the Pan American Congress for 1965, and served as a delegate

to this Congress.,

The Virginia Chapter, A.l.A., appointed Ronald S. Senseman as juror for their
Honor Award in 1962,

The Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, Community Planning Group, 1962-63,
had Ronald S. Senseman as one of its active members. This group dealt
with various planning aspects in the suburban Washington area, and in 1963
attended the Conference on Housing for the Elderly, H.H.F.A., and maintains
a position as a Corresponding Member of the Committee for the Pan American
Congress for 1965,

In the last twenty years Mr. Senseman has attended all but three national
conventions and has served as Chapter delegate from either the Washington
Metropolitan Chapter or the Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland at all but

two of these conventions., He has showed a continuous devotion to the pro-
fession for almost thirty years, serving in important positions in Chapter,
Regional Councils, as well as various important committee assignments in the
national organization and in the Institute. In addition to his direct service
to the Institute in his many and varied functions, he has also continuously
devoted time, effort and money to public service in his professional responsi-
bilities as a practicing architect,

6a
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AJA FORM NO. H503

NOMINEE’S ACHIEVEMENT IN PUBLIC SERVICE

1. List the public offices held by the nominee and the positions of trust held by him in recognition of civic
leadership, and state clearly his notable work in public service and the particular influence of that work
which the nominators believe to be a notable contribution to the advancement of the profession.

In addition to his untiring service to the profession in Institute affairs,
Ronald S. Senseman has found time to be an active member in other business
and professional organizations, which for the purpose of brevity only are
listed below.
Washington Building Congress

City Planning and Zoning Committee

Craftsman Award Committee

Program Committee

Membership Committee

Home Builders Association
City Planning & Zoning Committee

Washington Board of Trade
Membership Committee

Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce
Airport Committee

Prince George's County Chamber of Commerce
Silver Spring Board of Trade

Church Architectural Guild of America
Aircraft70wner's and Pilots' Association
Washington Air Derby Association, [nc.

Also, Mr. Senseman has somehow found time for community service, and this is
displayed by the following appointments.

1959-1960 President, Burnt Mills Citizens Association

1956-1960 Servéd on the Board of Directors, Community Psychiatric Clinic
1950-1952 Member of the Executive Committee, United Givers Fuﬁd
1956-1960 Member of the Board of Directors, Atlantic Union College

1965 Chairman, Committee for a More Beautiful Montgomery County
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. List the public offices held by the nominee and the positions of
trust held by him in recognition of civic leadership, and state
clearly his notable work in public service . . . (continued)

By resolution of the Montgomery County Council, Ronald S. Senseman
was appointed Chairman of the Beautification Committee for a More
Beautiful Montgomery County for all major County organizations,
He immediately appointed subcommittees for dealing with the short
and long range action programs and organized a rally to acquaint
the public with his major objectives. Mr. Senseman presented his
ideas for upgrading the ordinances governing signs and billboards
so that this form of advertising will be done uniformly and
aesthetically; developing guides for attractive parking lots, to
include planting and trees and shrubs to alleviate the bleak,
desert-like appearance of these areas. He proposed that speci-
fications on the type, height, quantity, and location of planting
be required and that planting arrangement be in keeping with the
surrounding landscaping and that it be properly maintained under
county budgets. More artistic design of trash receptacles and
miscellaneous street furnishings were also included in the face-
lifting proposal.

Another program urged home owners, business establishments and local
governments to beautify their buildings and surroundings by recognition
campaigns with awards for evidence of best effort., This effort also
includes a litter bag campaign, and will eventually include an educa-
tional program in the schools by distribution of brochures to students
to see what results can be obtained. In conjunction with the Foundation
of America's '"Heritage Mastermapping,' the committee is preparing

to plan a master map of the entire county with a series of overlays
which will show monuments and historic buildings, parks, public buildings
and all other essential ‘information, providing both the Planning
Commission and the public with a comprehensive master map of the entire
county.

One of the committees under Mr. Senseman's direction seeks to have
zoning ordinances revised to require undergrounding of all utilities
on new construction, and urges immediate undergrounding of existing
utilities in the major commercial districts. They will request that
the Montgomery County Council require modern and attractive street
lighting systems and that electric transmission right of ways be
attractively landscaped and carefully maintained.

Another committee appointed by Mr. Senseman will work with the Mass
Transit System to assure that county transportation problems are given
consideration in the design and planning of the suburban and rural
extensions of the Transit System. '

A slogan campaign is underway to make everyone in the county conscious

of his responsibility for a '""More Beautiful Montgomery County'' by
posters and articles in local newspapers, highlighting these activities.

7a
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1. List the public offices held by the nominee and the positions of
trust held by him in recognition of civic leadership, and state’
clearly his notable work in public service . . . (continued)

Through his efforts, copies of the film, '"No Time for Ugliness'' have
been made available for showing in all service clubs, Films have also
been supplied to the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning
Commission and the County Film Library.

In such a rapidly developing county, it is a gigantic task to deal with
not only what is currently transpiring but all the mistakes of the past.
Ronald S. Senseman, long respected for his community interest, efforts
and leadership was not only instrumental in having such a resolution
adopted but is now heading the work with outstanding administrative
ability. This most recent '""Public Service' merges with '""Service to the
Profession'" in demonstrating to this large community that the architect
is a vital part of shaping a better community.
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BI OGRAPHY

Ronald Sylvester Senseman, A,l,A,

PREFACE:

The Writer of this Biography has known Ronald Sylvester
Senseman since 1946, at which time | was given summer
employment in Ron's Office, while completing Architec-
tural studies. Since that time | have maintained a
close personal and professional relationship with Ron;
served a two year term as Vice President of The Potomac
Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.1.A., during Ron's Presi-
dency; | have worked with him on Chapter Committees and
have shared the opportunity of joining him as a Delegate
to several National and Regional Conventions.

My personal observation of Ron has been that he is not
only a responsible and highly competent Architect, but
he is a leader in Institute affairs, and has given of
his time and energy unselfishly, with such high purpose
and vigor, that his leadership and philosophy is much
more than admirable - it has been inspiring.

The information contained herein has been compiled from
personal and Chapter records.

Benjamin P. Elliott, A.Il.A.
Chairman, Past President's Committee
Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.l.A.
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Page 2

RONALD S. SENSEMAN, A.I.A.

Born: October 19, 1912 in Collingswood,
New Jersey.
Married - 2 daughters - 1 Grand-
child.

Present Residence: Burnt Mills Hills, Silver Spring,
Montgomery County, Maryland.

Education: Graduate of the Camden County, New
Jersey Vocational School in Archi-
tectural Drawing - 1930.

Attended Columbia Junior College and
Columbia Union College from 1933 to
1935.

Majored in Architecture at The Catholic
University of America from 1934 to 1937.

Practice: Mr. Senseman's practice as a Principal
of his own Firm, dates back to 1933,
to date, except for the war years. His
practice is general in nature, having
designed office buildings, motels, pub-
lic and private schools, hospitals, etc.

Registration: Ronald S. Senseman is registered with
the National Council of Architectural
Registration Boards, and is licensed in
13 States and the District of Columbia.

SERVICE TO THE INSTITUTE:

The following are facts which will deal with Ron's different
activities, and one cannot help but be impressed by the many
ways in which Ron has served the Profession and the Community.

In the Year 1938 Ron became a member of the Maryland
Society of Architecture and two years later helped to
organize the Washington Metropolitan Division of the
Maryland Society and served this organization as Secretary-
Treasurer and Vice President.
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Service to the Institute = continued:

Ron became a Corporate Member of the Washington Chapter
of the A.1.A. in 1944, In seeking to identify the Architects
maintaining a practice in the Maryland Counties adjacent to
the District of Columbia, he instigated an application for
Charter for the Southern Maryland Chapter of the A.l.A,

Due to the objections of the Washington Chapter (because this
would have been deleted from their territory) this Charter was
turned down at the A.i.A. Convention in New Orleans in 1947.
Due to his continued efforts and determination to identify the
Architects in this part of Maryland, the Washington Chapter
changed its name to the Washington Metropolitan Chapter of the
A.1.A. and authorized the organization of a Maryland Division
of the Washington Metropolitan Chapter. Ron was elected Presi-
dent of the Maryland Division and as the Helmsman, served on
the Executive Committee of the Washington Metropolitan Chapter.

in 1948 Ron was appointed to the Governor's Committee of
the State Building Code in Maryland, and this Code was published
in 1951,

During the years 1949 to 1951, Ron served as Chairman of
the Convention Resolutions Committee and was partly responsible
for the establishment of the Kemper Award. He also served as
Chairman of the Building & Zoning Committee of the Washington
Metropolitan Chapter, later in 1953, he served on the Committee
on Architect and The Government.

By 1954 the number of practicing Architects in the Maryland
Communities adjacent to Washington had grown considerably, and
Ron and other members of the A.|.A. again initiated action for
the establishment of a Maryland Chapter. A Charter was granted
to the Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.1.A., in 1955, and
Ronald S. Senseman was elected as its first and Charter President
and served in this capacity for two successive terms. The attached
reprint from the '"Potomac Valley Architect' clearly defines his
leadership in this position. While serving as Chapter President
Ron still managed to find time for other Institute affairs, such as:

Delegate to the Pan American Congress of Caracas and Venezuela
in 1956,

A.1.A. Delegate to the National Chamber of Commerce Con-
vention of 1957,

Co-Host for Centennial Convention from the Potomac

Valley Chapter of Maryland in 1957, and served on the

Commi ttee for Foreign Dignitaries of that same year.
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Service to the Institute - continued:

The A.1.,A, Commemorative Centennial Stamp was first suggested to
the Executive Director of the Institute, Mr. Edmund Purves, in a letter
addressed to Mr. Purves dated July 19, 1954, from Ronald S. Senseman.
This idea was given the enthusiastic support of the Institute, and Ron
was appointed to the Jury on the A.I.A., Commemorative Centennial Stamp,
that met and selected the winning design in 1957.

in addition to serving as a Director of the Potomac Valley Chapter
of Maryland from 1957 to 1958, Ron also served the Chapter on the
Liaison Committee, the Legislation Committee, the Chapter Affairs
Committee, and other Special Committees. In all of these assignments
he was either Chairman or Co-Chairman.

From 1958 to 1962 Ron served as a member of the National A.l.A,
Chapter Affairs Committee, representing the Middle Atlantic Region.
(This National Committee is one of the most active and important
Committees of the Institute).

Ron is one of the six members of a Special Chapter Committee, jointly
formed between the Washington Metropolitan Chapter and the Potomac
Valley Chapter of Maryland. This joint committee on School Construction,
had the monumental task of continually convincing the Montgomery County
Board of Education that private Architects Eould do a better and even more
economical job on schools, than a Municipal Architect's office. This
Committee published a report which won the A.l.A. '""Document of the Month"
Award.

Ron was selected and served as Trip Director for A,I.A., Round the World
Post Convention Trek in 1959, and the A.1.A. Hawaiian Island Pre-Convention
Trek in 1960.

In the Year 1961, Ron served as Chairman of the Regional Council,
Middle Atlantic Region, as Vice Chairman of the Delegation to the Pan
American Conference at Buenos Aires, Conducted Chapter Affairs Seminar
at the Philadelphia Convention (substituting for Mr. George Pierce, F.A.l.A.)
and was a member of the A.!,A. Committee for the Pan American Congress for

1965.

The Virginia Chapter, A.l.A,, appointed Ron as Juror for their Honor
Award in 1962.

The Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, Community Planning Group,
1962-63, has Ronald S. Senseman as one of its active members. This
Group has dealt with various planning aspects in the suburban Washington
area, and this year, 1963, Ron attended the Conference on Housing for the
Elderly, H.H.F.A, and maintains a position as a Corresponding Member of
the Committee for the Pan American Congress for 1965.
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PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS:

In addition to his untiring Service to the Profession in Institute
Affairs, Ron has found time to be an active member in other busi-
ness and professional organizations, which for the purpose of
brevity only are listed below.
Washington Building Congress

City Planning & Zoning Committee

Craftsman Award Committee

Program Committee

Membership Committee

Home Builders Association
City Planning & Zoning Committee

Washington Board of Trade
Membership Committee

Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce
Airport Committee

Prince George's County Chamber of Commerce
Silver Spring Board of Trade

Church Architectural Guide of America
Aircraft Owner's and Pilots' Association
Washington Air Derby Association, Inc.

Also, Ron has somehow found time for Community Service and this is
displayed by the following appointments:

1959 - 1960 - President, Burnt Mills Citizens Association

1956 - 1960 - Served on the Board of Directors, Community
Psychiatric Clinic

1950 - 1952 - Member of the Executive Committee, United
Givers Fund

1956 - 1960 - Member of the Board of Directors, Atlantic

Union College

In 1960, Ron was an active candidate for the Maryland House of
Delegates, and although he won more support than was anticipated,
he was truly '"'on the wrong ticket."
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ARTICLES AND REPORTS PUBLISHED:

""Progressive Architecture'
Article on Forest Grove Elementary Schools, July 1950

""School Board Journal'!
Article on Qakview Elementary Schools, September 1949

"Construction Journal"
Article on Standard Classroom Units, September 1949

""Washington Evening Star' '
Feature Story on Schools, April 14, 1951

Better Lighting Better Sight"
The Case of Changing School Design, June 1962

"Review & Herald"
Church Building, 1951 Series - 4 Articles

''Life and Health!
Building a Home, 1948 Series - 8 Articles
Firesafe Home, 1950 Series - 4 Articles

"Potomac Valley Architect!
Article on World Trek - 1959
Article on Housing for the Elderly in Scandinavia, March, 1962

""Reports 1 = 5'" - Montgomery County School Board by Joint
Committee, A..l.A.
Publication of the Month - 1958
Advisory Committee - Criteria for Selection
of Architects.

Ronald S. Senseman served as Technical Consultant in 1962 to
the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
for their publication, '"Environmental Engineering for
the School."

"Modular School Design Brochure' - July 1958

""The Residential Architectural of Richardson Brognard Okie of
Philadelphia.'
(Compiled by Ronald S. Senseman, Leon Brown, Edwin Bateman
Morris and Charles T. Okie). - 1955
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AWARDS FOR DESIGN:

Washington Board of Trade:
Oak-View Elementary School - 1950
Viers Mills Elementary School - 1951
Rolling Terrace Elementary School - 1951

Washington Metropolitan Chapter, A.l.A,
Oak-View Elementary School - 1949

Maryland Division - Washington Metropolitan Chapter, A.Il.A.
Dormitory - Washington Missionary College - 1950 - Honorable
Mention
Residence - Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Kessinger - 1952 - Honorable
Mention
Office Bldg. - United States Travel Agency - 1954 -
Honorable Mention
Remodelling - Takoma Park Fire House - 1950

Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.l.A.
Residence - Helen Marino - 1956 - Harold Esten, Assoc.
Architect - 1st Place
Motel - Dallas Park Motel, Dallas, Texas - 1956 - 2nd Place
Motel - Stow-A-Way Motel - 1958, Award of Merit
Office Bldg. - Park Office Building - 1956 - 3rd Place

DESIGN:
It is the Philosophy of Ronald S. Senseman that:

""I't is not the Architect's perogative to create a building that
expresses his identity, rather it is the responsibility of the
Architect to the client to provide him with a facility that
will function as it should and express the ascetic desires of
the client; the building should, in its ascetic appeal, reflect
the purpose for which it was intended to serve; it is also the
Architect's grave responsibility that the completed project be
economically feasible."

This Philosophy has lead to a continuing expert knowledge in the science
of construction. Ron has incorporated both this knowledge of structure
and expert design in the many buildings which he has designed, par-
ticularly in school buildings where he has designed lightweight steel
frame buildings, that were built for less money than some temporary
buildings of equivalent size. Peter Belluschi was one of the Juror's
who gave Ron four awards for these buildings. This expounded his
Philosophy somewhat.
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Design - continued:

A broader knowledge in design and substantiation of his Philosophy
has been gained by extensive world travel to England, Northern
Europe, the Scandinavian Countries, and many of the Central and
South American Nations.

As an ardent photographer, Ron has an extensive catalogue of
photographs from all parts of the World, illustrating the design
and building techniques in these different parts.

Ron's strong capabilities as a designer lead him to teaching in
Principles of Architecture from 1948 to 1963, and also teaching
Engineering Drafting from 1958 to 1960, at the Columbia Union
College. He has also taught at the Potomac University - Church
Architecture, from 1950 to 1957 and Planning School Plants from
1957 to 1959. Ron has also been a Guest Lecturer on Architectural
Design at Johns Hopkins University.
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Reprint From: POTOMAC VALLEY ARCHITECT
Vol. 1, No. 9
Official Publication of
the Potomac Valley Chapter
of Maryland, A.I.A.
June 1, 1957

COMFORTABLE SHOES TO FILL

With the Chapter's June election, Ron Senseman will have headed
the Maryland group of A.I.A. architects for three terms - once
during its Division of the Washington-Metropolitan Chapter
status--and for two successive terms since the granting of an
A.I.A. charter.

He has given the chapter the leadership and healthy take-off a
new organization unit needs but seldom finds. Organizers and
the hardest of workers, while being invaluable, often do not
make the best officers. Ron was the best of exceptions as all
members know. Through all the years
the present members may be active,
they will gratefully remember the in-
spiring administratorship-we might
almost say indispensable generalship,
he has provided during the chapter's
tender and membership=-building years.

Having won many of the highest awards
of the profession and the respect and
friendship of architects everywhere,
Ron Senseman's character, gentleman=
ly qualities and helpfulness have
brought him the love of all those
knowing him best and who so greatly
benefit from his association and
leadership,

Such a leader has inspired loyalty
and had ready workers because of his
own excellent example., He has kept
everything rolling by making consid-
ered suggestions, not by being a boss
and giving orders. The Chapter, and all his office and its
help could do for it, came first,

In the same efficient, productive manner Ron has appointed inter-
ested, competent chalrman and then kept his nose out of thelr ac-
tivities., And so executive and chapter meetings heard no bicker-

ing, saw great attendance and heard to-the-point reports of work
done. To keep things relaxed, Ron usually had a funny story, or
if he didn't, Eddie Morris was called on.

There is only one way to reward a President like Ron Senseman -
that is by maintaining a growing organization which will always
be one of the most active and responsible chapters in A,I.A.

The shoes being left by Ron are big, But they are well broken

in and comfortable. They need only to be kept well laced, shined

and pointed in the same direction.
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WASHINGTON-METROPOLITAN GHAPTER

OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARGHITECTS, INC.
1710 M STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D. .

September 9, 1963

Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington D. C. 20006

Gentlemen:

A search of the records of this Chapter indicates that

Mr. Ronald S. Senseman, who has been nominated for Fellowship
in the American Institute of Architects, was a corporate member
in good standing in this Chapter from his election to Institute
membership on August 15, 1944 until his transfer to the Potomac
Valley Chapter in 1955,

Mr. Senseman applied for, and was gr‘anted unassigned membership
in this Chapter in 1956. In this capacity also, he is, and has always
been, a member in good standing with this Chapter.

Very tru_'l.y yours,
Hg-em. |- \ssodiwall

Joan T. Woodworth
Executive Secretary




POTOMAC VALLEY CHAPTER oOF MARYLAND
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

912 THAYER AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND EXECUTIVE OFFICE

~ September 9, 1964

Jury of Fellows

American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Re: Nomination for Fellowship - Ronald S. Senseman, A.l.A.

Gentlemen:

| am pleased to report that at the Executive Committee meeting of the
Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, American Institute of Architects
on Wednesday, September 2, 1964 the following Resolution was passed
unanimously:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Executive Committee of the Potomac
Valley Chapter. of Maryland, American Institute of
Architects vigorously reaffirms the nomination of Ronald S.
Senseman, A.l|.A., for elevation to Fellow of the Institute
for Service to the Institute and Design.

The nomination of Mr. Senseman was originally made by the Committee last
year and all of the information pertinent to this nomination is on file
at the Institute.

Should you require additional information, please feel free to call
upon us,

Sincerely yours,

D - el

Dennis W. Madden, A.1.A.
President - Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland
American Institute of Architects
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP

HE following certification must accompany the photographic exhibit. It may be signed by anyone

in possession of full knowledge concerning the development of the design. This might be the Chap-
ter President, a member of the Executive Committee of the Chapter, a partner of the nominee, or even
the nominee himself. If the various examples were developed under different conditions respecting
authorship, the various statements below should be keyed to the proper exhibits.

The accompanying photographs show examples of work with which the nominee’s connection was as
follows:

{1 The nominee was solely responsible for the design.
A ¥] The nominee was largely responsible for the design.

[0 The design was under the direction of the nominee.
B E The nominee’s firm executed the design.

Park Arlington Motel

Park Arlington Apartments

Wheaton Nursing Home

Stowaway Motel

First Baptist Church of Silver Spring
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Bldg.
Fink Office Building

Montgomery County Office Building

Bethune Jr. High School

Somerset Park Elementary School

W e P

The Industrial College of the Armed Forces
Andrews Air Force Base Chapel

Signed Title
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP

'I‘H.E following certification must accompany the photographic exhibit, It may be signed by anyone

in possession of full knowledge concerning the development of the design. This might be the Chap-
ter President, a member of the Exccutive Committee of the Chapter, a partner of the nominee, or even
the nominee himself, If the various examples were developed under different conditions respecting
authorship, the various statements below should be keyed to the proper exhibits,

The accompanying photographs show examples of work with which the nominee's connection was as
follows:

0

The nominee was solely responsible for the design.
The nominee was largely responsible for the design.
The design was under the direction of the nominee.
The nominee’s firm executed the design.

Science of Construction

Park Arlington Motel

Park Arlington Apartments
Montgomery County Office Building
Fink Office Building

Stow-A-Way Motel

Bethune Jr. High School

Sligo School

Levittown Jr. High School
Levittown Jr. High School
Somerset Park Elementary School
Wythville S.D.A. Church
Wythville S.D.A. Church

St. Martin's Lutheran Church
Springvale Terrace Home for Aged

ENCOOEEECENEREN (N O O =

Title.

Rame of Nominee Ronald Sylvester Senseman

-~
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¥ay &, 1264

Y. Bepals ¥. Madden, ?s:eswaaz
Pobomac Yalley Chapter, AXL

%12 Thayer Avapue

8ilver Spring, Maryland

BPear Wr. Madéen:

The Jury of Fellows han requssted wme to advise you of the
following action 1t has takan en e nomisatien before it
of a corporetes winber of your ChepzZer whe was consideczaed
for W&wm ta m;zm&m

\/&ma};é Syivoster Jenscwan

any Forther matacial that you wish tv subwit in comnectios
vith this noniration should % z‘waﬁmﬂ by The Jury »f
Fellowg at The Ucobagen by Hewesbex 135, 1566.

Sissavely yours,

Clincen Geedble, FAZA
Becyetavy

/s
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon e 1735 New York Avenue, N. W. o ‘Washington 6, D. C. ® EXecutive 3-7050

April 20, 1963

Mr. John E. Moore, Pregident
Potomac Valley Chapter, AIA
912 Thayer Avenua

Silver spring, Maryland

Pear Mr. Moorey

The Jury of Fellows has requested me to advise you that
the nomination for Pellowship of Ronsld §. Ssneeman wag
conaldered at ite recent weeting aed will he veferred to
the i;naagtng of the 1966 Jury of Fellows for consideration
again,

Any further meterial thet you wish to submit in conmection
with this sowination should be received by The Jury of
Pellows at The Dctagon by November 15, 196%.

Sincerely yours,

, J
Ooswald H. Thoxgon, PAYA
Secretary

ORT/m
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THYE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon @ 1735 New York Avenue, N. W. @ W ashington 6, D. C. @ EXecutive 3-7050

April 18, 1966

Hr. Romsld Sylvester Seasesmmn, FAIA
105 Georglia Avanus, M. W,
nshingten 12, b. €,

m dmarican mni:aw ﬁ amwta &u&m to sanfer wpon
of mm, mmﬂ&muﬁmsﬁ mamei
Fallows at its recent miag for your ackable contribution
in Sevvige to ths Professiocn.

The purpess of this istter is to request your presevse AL
the 1366 AlA Convention of the Iastitute to be held in
penver, Colorvade, Jume 26~July 1, 1966.

Thoss whe have besn sdvanced to Fallowship wili raceive
their coctificates and mednls €& the Annusl Mooer oo the
wumiog of ¥riday, m;x, lﬂﬁ, §{n the Grand Bsllroos,
Danver Biltos dotel. Presen at will be with apprepriate
ceremouy and it hkiﬁlxiwiﬂk that eich of the newly
sdvanced Faliows be preseat.

The Officers of the Institute and the Jury of Fellows jola
in the rogquest that you come to receive Fuis henor ian parson.
Ploase send your vrespondée te the Institute At an ewrly date.

hmimmwmmz Fublic Scervices egarding
the publiec samsuticasent of your advancement to Feilowship is
anclosed.

Sincerely yours,

Oguild B. Thorson, FAJA
Searetéry

outfg

£. 5. =ar
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i
\ ,{ \gv APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP E TUHE [0 e
APR 17 1009

LMGLTT

AlA/sC AC:.TG.

To the Secretary,

The American Institute of Architects \ 6 [ 4

[ hereby apply for Membership Emeritus in the Institute for the following reason: @

(Check the appropriate reason)

ﬂ I am more than 70 years of age.
[ I am more than 60 years of age and retired from the profession of architecture.

[J I'am unable to engage in the profession of architecture because

2(4-9
STATE NATURE OF INCAPACITATION

I have been in good standing in the Institute and the @6 %0 M O < L) &C& @—b{ C&U (D 'LQ i Chapter

for 15 successive years.

If and when elected to Membership Emeritus, [ wish to continue to receive AIA mailings.
Yes&/ No J (If Yes, please attach a check for 840 if your current dues are not paid.)

Name Ef@HP.I—D< gENSEMAﬁ FAIN
Address /(97’8- /)ﬂ@-{"e U.chc:(_ A(J?_

g vVev gD\/'lhci W“(\

Phone381- 518 — 199l ot 703 -225—230%

%M 6~Qzu/upu\@~\ &M Ll \qllg%

DATE & SIGNATURE

Information for Applicant: The applicant may supplement the above reasons on a separate sheet. In- exceptional circumstances and for
adequate cause, the secretary of the Institute may lessen the required period of good standing but the other conditions are immutable.

Upon election to Membership Emeritus, all rights and privileges of membership, including the use of the title Member Emeritus written in full
after the initials “AJA” or “FAIA,”" as the case may be, remain intact while the member is exempted from further dues payments to the Insti-
tute and the member’'s chapter and state.

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

Members Emeriti have the option to remain on the AIA mailing list for $40 per year. This fee helps defray mailing costs. Members Emeriti
who do not wish to receive AIA mailings and publications need not pay this mailing charge. Membership Emeritus dues rates ($40) will apply
to those members who upgrade their status to Emeritus by March 31 of the current year. After that date, Emeritus dues rates will be effective
the year following acceptance to Emeritus status.

AIA Form No. H-601 — Rev. 11/85.
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June 1, 1988 Your Membership No. Is: 7009806

Ronald S Senseman FAIA
Senseman Vander Myde

5845 Richmond Hwy Ste 800
Alexandria, VA 22303

Dear Mr. Senseman:

It is a pleasure to inform you that your membership classification has been
changed to Member Emeritus.

We are grateful for your many years of support and we hope that your partici-
pation and interest will continue, though you are now relieved of further dues
payments.

» hest wishes.

Philip W. Dinsmore, FAIA
Secretary

cc: Potomac Valley Chapter, AIA
Virginia Society of Archts AIA

1735 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. ® WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 ® (202) 626-7300 e CABLE ADDRESS: AMINARCH e TELEX: 710822 1112
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FOR REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Qualifications

EDUCATION

Grade School and High School, Collingswood, N. J.; graduated from
Camden County (N. J.) Vocational School in Architectural Drawing, 1930;
worked in Office of Joseph Norman Hettle, Architect, 1930-31; attended
Columbia Junior College, Washington Missionary College, Washington, D.C.,
1931-34; attended Catholic University, Washington, D. C., 1934-36.

Member Bd. of Trustees, Atlantic 6nion College, South Lancaster, Mass.

CIVIC

Membership in the following: Washington Bd. of Trade, Home Bldr's.
Assn., City Zoning and Planning Committee, Washington Bldg. Congress,
Church Architectural Guild of America, Prince Georges County Chamber of
Commerce, Silver Spring Bd. of Trade, Mont. Co. Chamber of Commerce,
Aircraft Owners' and Pilots' Assn., Airport Committee, Washington Air
Derby Assn., Inc.

TEACHING
Theological Seminary, Washington Missionary College -
"Church Architecture' - yearly
Washington Missionary College -
. mClass in Principals of Architecture" - yearly
PUBLICATIONS
Standard Classroom Units Jan. 1950

"Construction Journal"

Modular School Design Brochure July 1958

The Residential Architecture of
Richardson Brognard Okie of
Philadelphia (compiled by Ronald

S. Senseman, Leon Brown, Edwin
Bateman Morris, and Charles T. Okie)

Reports 1 - 5, Mont. Co. School Bd.
as a member of a Joint Committee
of Wash. Met. and Potomac Valley June 1958
Chapters
"A.I.A. Document of the Month"

ARTICLES PUBLISHED
Building a Home - npife & Health" (6 Articles)
Firesafe Home - "Life & Health" (7 Articles)
Church Building - "Review & Herald" (12 Articles)

Feature Story on Schools - "Evening Star" - April 14, 1951

MILITARY

Employed by Office of Quartermaster General, Office of Research and
Development, as Expert Consultant, Washington, D. C., 1942-45.

M EMBER AMERICAN I NSTITUTE O F ARCHITECTS

SILVER SPRING, MD. ¢ LANCASTER, PA. ¢ MOORESTOWN, N.J. ¢« TOWSON, MD. @ TOLEDO, OHIO
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AWARDS
Takoma Park Fire House Remodelling, Silver Spring Bd. of Trade 1950

Oak View Elementary School, Award in Architecture, A.I.A. 1950
Oak View Blementary School, Washington Bd. of Trade 1950
Dormitory, Wash. Missionary College, Honorable Mention 1950
Viers Mill Elementary School, Washington Bd. of Trade 1951
Rolling Terrace Blementary School, Washington Bd. of Trade 1951
Residence, Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Kessinger, Honorable Mention 1952
Maryland Division, Wash. Met. Chapter, A.I.A.

United States Travel Agency Office, Honorable Mention 1954
Maryland Division, Wash. Met. Chapter, A.I.A.

Stow-A-Way Motel, Ocean City, Maryland - Award of Merit 1958
Potomac Valley Chapter, A.I.A.

Residence, Mrs. Helen Marino, Annapolis, Maryland 1956
Award in Architecture, Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland,A.I A.
Office Bldg. for Park Offices, Inc., Certificate of Award 1956
Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.I.A.

Dallas Park Motel, Texas - Award in Architecture 1956

Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.I.A.

PROFESSIONAL

Years of Practice: 1934 to date (except for 3 years 1942-45),employed
by the Office of Quartermaster General).

Registration: The National Council of Architectural Registration
Boards - June 23, 1946.

States: Maryland, 6/17/36; District of Columbia, 19/28/44; West

et g e

Virginia, 10/6/45; Massachusetts, 10/2/45; vVirginia, 3/11/46; Ohio,
8/9547; New York, 9/27/47; Pennsylvania, 9/29/47; Michigan, 3/25/48;
New Jersey, 2/15/49; Indiana, 7/9/53; Florida, 6/16/54.

Personnel varies from 25 to 35. Association with H. Fred Gehrke,
Moorestown, New Jersey. Bst.Constr. Cost

Major Projects

Industrial College of the Armes Forces $4,000,000
Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D. C.

Graduate School Add., Walter Reed Army Medical Center 4,000,000

D. C. Elem. School, Govt. of D. of C. 1,000,000
Washington San. & Hospital, Takoma Park, Maryland 1,500,000
Treatment & Cafeteria Bldg., St. Eliz. Hospital 3,400,000
Wheaton High School, Wheaton, Maryland 2,542,000
Somerset Park Elem. School

Willingsboro Township Bd. of Ed. 350,000

Willingsboro Township, N. J.
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. PROFESSIONAL - cont'd

Major Projects - contt!d Est. Constr.Cost

Buena Vistia Blem. & Jr. High School $650,000
Borough of Buena - Bd. of REd.

Atlantic County, New Jersey

Buckingham Park Elem. School 350,000
Levittown, New Jersey

Levittown Jr. High School 1,500,000
Levittown, New Jersey

Bmmanuel Miss. College (S.D.A.), Student Apts.,
& Seminary Bldg., Berrien Springs, Michigan 3,000,000

INSTITUTE SERVICE

Corporate member, American Institute of Architects; past President
of the Maryland Division, Washington Metropolitan Chapter, A.I.A.;
Rirst President, Potomac Valley Chapter of Maryland, A.I.A.

Co-host for Centennial Convention

Committees for foreign dignataries

A.I.A. representative at National Chamber of Commerce meetings - 1957.
Judge for A.I1.A. Commemorative Stamp

Leader A.I.A. Trek *Round the World - 1959

Delegate to Pan American Conference

Attended nine A.I.A. Conventions during 15 years of membership.



1966 AIA Convention e Denver, Colorado e June 26-July 1

FOR RELEASE MAY 14, 1966

NEWS RELEASE

WASHINGION D.C., May 14, 1966 ~-- Four local architects are
among 60 architects in the nation advanced to Fellowship in
The American Institute of Architects. The AIA announced
1966 recipients of the lifetime honor today.

The four, whose offices are in the District of Columbia,
are Grosvenor Chapman of 3335 Que Street N,W,, Washington D.C,;
Francis D. Lethbridge of 4605 Drummond Avenue,\Chevy Chase,
Md.; A. Stanley McGaughan of 100 Lucas Lane, Bethesda, Md., and
Ronald S. Senseman of 908 McCeney Avenue, Burnt Mill Hills,
Silver Spring, Md.

The 60 new Fellows bring the number of Institute
members using the letters FAIA after their names to 698,
representing only 3.8 percent of the more than 18,000

architects who are corporate AIA members. The Washington

metropolitan area has 25 Fellows.
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Investiture of the new Fellows will take place at the
annual banquet and ball, Friday, July 1, climaxing the 98th

annual convention of the Institute to be held in Denver,

Colo., beginning June 26.

- more -

The American Institute of Architects, 1735 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, EX 3-7050
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Agency in 1952, and he has been responsible for the recent design of
a relocatable house for the Air Force.

- McGaughan has been a board member of the Washington-Metropolitan
Chapter AIA since 1957, and in 1963 he was its president., Since 1962
he has served the Office of Civil Defense as professional adviser for
its annual competitions for fallout shelter design, and he also served
as professional adviser for the competition for design of a presi-
dential reviewing stand for the 1965 Inaugural,

Ronald S. Senseman, 53, has operated a private architectural

practice in this city since 1933. Licensed in 13 states, he has
employed lightweight construction in school architecture to bring
new economies and speed to this field of design. He has also pub-
lished articles and served as consultant to the government on design
and construction of school buildings.

Since 1948 the architect has taught classes in architecture at
Columbia Union College and Potomac University, both in Takoma Park,
and he has been guest lecturer at John Hopkins University. He majored
in architecture at Catholic University.

Senseman was one of the founders of the Potomac Valley Chapter
AIA in 1955, and he served as its first president. He has been a
member of several national committees, and has also worked on
planning and zoning committees of the Washington Building Congress,

Home Builders Association and Washington Board of Trade.
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