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Sanford E. Loring, 
Consulting Architect, 

Syracuse, N. Y. 
and 

48 City Bank Bldg., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

 
Syracuse Feby. 13, 1902 
 
Glenn Brown 
Sec’y A.I.A. 
 
Dear Sir 

I received your circular ad- 
dressed to “Non Members” and promised myself 
to acknowledge its receipt long ago. 
 I enclose some fragments that 
will indicate the special work that has 
interested me since resuming active work 
as a Consulting Architect. 
 I practically abandoned general 
practice as an Architect when I turned over 
the business of Loring & Jenney to W. L. B. Jenney 
more than thirty years ago. After the 
Chicago fire of 1871, I allowed my old 
membership in the A.I.A. to lapse, and 
in connection with my active work in 
establishing the manufacture of good architect- 
ural terra cotta and of porous terra cotta for 
fire proofing work, I hung out a sign as 
Consulting Architect, developed a series of  
studies illustrating the possibilities of 
skeleton metallic construction, fire 
proofed with porous terra cotta; and 
 
except for three series of serious 
illness compelling me to give up 
active work, I have made a specialty 
of skeleton construction ever since. The 
Chicago fire of 1871 completely destroyed 
my faith in the rationality and stability 
of any other methods, and I have, with 
the exceptions above noted, been a student 
of this class of construction since then. 
 The studies of 1847 to 1880 were used 
in the competition for the best method 
of fire proof construction, and the prize 
offered by the Mass. Charitable Mechanics 
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Association in 1881 – for the best fire proof 
material and methods – and it is possible 
that you may have seen them in 
use illustrating an article on the 
subject published a few years later 
in “Building”. If my special work is not a 
practical bar to my resuming active 
work as a member of the A.I.A. then 
kindly send me the information referred 
to in your circular letter and oblige 
 Very truly yours, 
  Sanford E. Loring  

C.A. 
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February 26, 1902 
 
Mr. Sanford E. Loring, 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
 
Dear Sir:- 
 You probably noticed that the circular stated 
that after January 1, 1902, no one would be admitted to the 
Institute unless they had first passed an examination before the 
Board of Examiners that the Institute will appoint. 
 I regret very much that you did not think of making your 
application sooner, as now it will be necessary to take this 
examination, but any one having a diploma from any of the 
accredited colleges, it will be accepted in lieu of an exami- 
nation. 
  Yours very truly, 
   Glenn Brown 
    Secretary A.I.A. 
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Sanford E. Loring, 
Consulting Architect, 

Syracuse, N. Y. 
and 

48 City Bank Bldg., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

 
Syracuse, N. Y., March 10th, 1902 
 
Glenn Brown Sec’y A.I.A. 
Washington D.C. 
 
Dear Sir 
 Returning from Buffalo I find 
yours of the 26th ult. It is perhaps well that 
I endeavor to pass the examination and am 
ready to undertake it at any time. 
 I entered J. M. Van Osdel’s office in 
Chicago in January 1858, and sincerely regret that 
the opportunities that the young men of “this 
day and generation” have for obtaining a thorough 
technical training, were not then within my 
reach. Unless I can enter through 
the door that the Institute has now provi- 
ded, I must content myself with the 
opportunities for useful service, which the 
special work I have undertaken affords. 
 Awaiting further advice from 
you in this matter I remain 
 Very truly yours, 
  Sanford E. Loring  

C.A. 
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March 18, 1902 
 
Mr. Sanford E. Loring, 
48 City Bank Bldg, 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
 
Dear Sir:- 
 Your name will be put on the list of those who 
wish to stand an examination for admission to the American Insti- 
tute of Architects and you will duly notified when the first 
examination will take place. 
 Yours very truly, 
  Glenn Brown 
   Secretary A.I.A. 
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