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Transcription of letter from Barry Frost to Edward H. Fickett, 3/20/1962 (see next page for scan of copy in 
AIA Archives).  Archiviist’s note: To use the AIA initials, an architect had to be a member at the national 
level, not just a local chapter member. 
 

BARRY FROST, ARCHITECT 
306 South Broadway, Santa Maria 

California. 
March 20, 1962 

Mr. Edward H. Fickett, AIA 
Southern California Chapter 
American Institute of Architects 
3723 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles 5, California. 
 
Dear Mr. Fickett: 
 
Your letter of March 15, 1962, Which I just received, came as a com- 
plete surprise to me as I will explain. 
 
I was a member of the Southern California Chapter in the Late thirties 
and enjoyed as active participation as my location in the Palm Springs  
area would allow. When I closed my private practice, I dropped my 
membership as I was with the Navy and in remote areas most of the time. 
In fact, about five years of the time was spent on the island of Guam 
in the south pacific. 
 
About two years ago it became necessary to bring Mrs. Frost to the 
States for spinal surgery. Her sickness pretty well wiped out our 
savings and I went to work for Verge and Clatworthy in the Eagle Rock 
area. On hearing of the death of Mr. Edw. Reed , architect, I came up 
here and found that he had been a member of the corporation, Kenney and 
Reed, Inc. Mr. Kenney, I found was not a registered man, but on his 
assurance that he would soon have an Engineer’s license, I entered his 
employ after talking the matter over with the Los Angeles office of 
the State Board. 
 
When Mr. Kenney failed to pass his state examination and as I found 
the situation untenable due to his attitude and actions, I left his 
employ and opened my own office. This again cost me considerable in 
unpaid salary which I have been unable to collect. Also I assumed 
responsibility for two school jobs as the Boards Would otherwise have 
been seriously hurt by my actions. 
 
When I severed connections with Mr. Kenney, I requested the Santa 
Barbara chapter to reinstate my membership and, after being assured 
that I was no longer with Mr. Kenney, they took favorable action on 
my request. At that time I asked Mr Fred Noel, then secretary, if it 
would be permissible for me to have the AIA put on the stationery 
which I was having printed and he assured me that it would be. 
 
Due to the conditions stated above , I have been unable to forward 
the necessary fees. This has now been taken care of. If I am under 
any obligation to the Southern California Chapter please let me know  
so that I may take care of this and clear my record, if necessary. 
     

Sincerely 
 
     Barry Frost. 
 
c.c. to SB Chapter 
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