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ERNEST FLAGG
e ARCHITECT.

*I
ffﬁ I EAST 40 STREET
NEW YORK.

? !

Oct. 1, 1923.

The Americen Institute of Architects,
Wasliington, D. C.

Attention lir. E. C. Xemper.
Dear Sirs:-

In reply to your letter
I recommend that you procure a
copy of my book "Small Houses". I
do not make plans and specifications
of the ordinary kind, but as des-
cribed in the book. Plate 1 is a
working drawing with which there
goes a set of standard detail draw-
ings and directions for doing the
worke. ‘

Yours very truly,

P
PN - e —
&t

EF:MS




THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. COP Y

October 3, 1923,

Dear !r, Flagg:-
g
Thank you for your courteous note of October lst vith
regard to Small House Speecifications. Our letter was really
intended for !r. Maurice I. Flagg of the Small House Service
Bureau, but was addressed to you through stenographic error,
which I trust you will pardon.

Sincersly yours,

Fxecutive Secretary,
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111 East 40th Street,
New York City, N, Y,
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COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C, CQPY

One Madison Avenus, fiew York, H.Y.

#r. Brnest Xlagg, p Tt
111 Kest 40th Stireet, :
i‘%“ Yol'k » f\'Z IY *

Dear dr. Flegg:

I nave your lotier of July 28th. if it were dated 1923,
instead of 1924, . would sot bz so surprised for it must Le that you
have been looking over ihe Preceedings of a2 rear agzo.

/ Yne sutzome of the election of Fellows at the Uonvention
in 1323 was g most painful one as it resulted in the blackeballing of
a number of “our Lesi men. This was not, however, a reflection upon
the men regjected but rather upon the Institute itsslf snd one or two
membors who wers dishonorable enough to bring about this most dis~
creditable vote.

. apparently you ars not aware thet the matter was scted
upon immedistely by the Board of Directors which met the day follow-
ing the Conveniion im lay 1923, and,ms & result, the Convention of
1924 has amended ihe By-laws of the Institute so that the sluction of
Fellows henceforth will rest in the Board of Directors. In future,
the Jury of Fellows, made up largely of Past Presidents of the Insti-
tute can investigate quioctly and eerefully a list of candidates for
followship, amag the election will be held by the Board of Directors
in a dignified way without any publicity until the nawes of those
slected are made public by formel announcement at a Convention.

You have doubtless just rsceived your copy of the
Proceedings of ihe 57th Convention. You will be interested to read
the action taken as recorded on pages 54~55 and elsewhere ~ pee ine
dex.

: 1 hope that you.,as one of the outstanding members of
our profession,will not think of retiring from mewbership in the
Institute. For you to resign now just after the lnsititute has con~
forred the hoaor of the Presidency upen me, would be disconcerting
te say the lemst. I hope that it is noi your wish to do so.

#1th kind regards,
Sincerely yours,

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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ERNEST FLAGG,
ARCHITECT.

HlI EAST 40™ STREET
NEW YORK.

sugust Li, 1924...

D. Lverett 'aid, Esa.,
.1 lmdison Avenue, - @' .
Hew Yorw City. A

.
Iy dear Ir. Waidh-
e

o
¥

I {4nd it was the
1928 progeedings I saw. I
thoughp” they were this years.

E In view of what you
say, I will withdraw my
resignation for the present

“at least, vut I think tue

Institute has been guilty of
sone pretty bad manners so far
as I am concerned.

ST . T
}4.‘ . I.A:.:'
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At this point Mr. Abram Garfield stated that
he must withdraw his name from nomination as
First Vice-President.

The President asked if there were nominations
from the floor for any office. None were made.
The nominations were closed by resolution.

Nominations of Fellows

TuEe PresipENT. I will ask Mr. John Law-
rence Mauran, Chairman of the Jury of Fellows,
to present the nominations of the Jury.

MR. MavuraN. In nominating for advance-
ment to Fellowship the members of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects selected by your Jury
of Fellows, it seems fitting to record certain facts
which should be borne in mind by the Conven-
tion,

Dissatisfaction with the old method of en-
forced lack of deliberation on candidates’ quali-
fications, led to the setting up of the machinery
of a continuing jury. During the past four years
no names have been presented for election to Fel-
lowship, and therefore in this—the Jury’s first
endeavor—a comparatively large list of names is
presented in an attempt to do belated justice to
many who were long ago entitled to the honor.

As covering so long a period the number, by
average, fully maintains that integrity of the
honor conferred which the Jury in future years
will recognize and safeguard.

The cooperation of the entire Institute mem-
bership has been surprising, as well as gratifying,
for the privileged communications have shown as
keen a desire to endorse a suggested name, as
they have in maintaining the high standards set
as a prerequisite for the honor of Fellowship.

The Jury has had a full year in which to in-
vestigate the qualifications of the men suggested,
to formulate a method of procedure, and to look
up all records which were open to question.

Through the frank endorsements and criti-
cisms of two separate requests for confidential
advice, these names came finally to your Jury for
its fearless consideration of the merits, alike of the

S praise bestowed and the validity of objections

raised. The evidence has been fairly weighed.

5 . . L ST
< The verdict we offer, in the confidence inspired

by our knowledge that objections—no matter
how conscientiously conceived—have been swept
away by the flood of counter testimony, with the
assurance that your support of these candidates
will rest on the fairness of the method.

This report is made on behalf of the Jury of
Fellows, as follows: R. Clipston Sturgis, Thomas
R. Kimball, Henry H. Kendall, Ellis F. Law-
rence, Irving K, Pond, and John Lawrence Mau-
ran, Chairman.

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF

Those nominated by the Jury were: Edwin
Bergstrom, Peter Brust, Chas. Collens, Harvey
‘W. Corbett, Ernest Coxhead, John W. Cross,
Kirtland Cutter, Chas. A. Favrot, Ernest Flagg,
J. H. Freedlander, Edwin S. Gordon, Alfred
Hoyt Granger, Herbert M. Greene, Albert L.
Harris, Wallis E. Howe, Louis La Beaume,
Alex. Mackintosh, Wm. C. Noland, Josias Pen-
nington, Hugh Roberts, Jos. E, Sperry, Edward
F. Stevens, T, E. Tallmadge, J. V. Van Pelt, F.
R. Walker, John T. Windrim. For posthumous
advancement, John T. Comes.

Nomination of Honorary Corresponding Member

THE PresipENT. There is a nomination for
Honorary Corresponding Membership. I will
ask Mr. Boring to present it.

MRg. Boring. I think it is an honor for me to
say a few words about Mr. Gorham Phillips
Stevens, whom the Board of Directors have
nominated for Honorary Corresponding Mem-
bership in the Institute. He is the director of
the American Academy in Rome, and I have no
doubt that there are in the audience men who
have come under his direct influence.

Mr. Stevens is a distinguished archaeologist,
he fs an architect of the most severe and critical
training; he was McKim’s trusted assistant for

Report of the Octagon House Buildj§

The Octagon House Building Committee submits for
the consideration of the Convention, a design for the
building which it is proposed to locate on the lots on
18th Street adjoining the Octagon House property.
This is a scheme worked out after further study of the
problem by the Committee with due respect to the sug-
gestions brought out at previous conventions.

The design contemplates the erection of a building
which shall cover substantially the two lots, now the
site of two old houses next north from the Octagon
House, and that portion of the Octagon property now
occupied by the old stable with a wing extending out
to New York Avenue on the East side of the property
parallel with the Lemon Building.

The Auditorium or Convention Hall shown is a re-
plica, identical in dimensions, of the Pump Room in
the old city of Bath, England. This famous old as-
sembly room is so much admired by Mr. Charles
Platt that he suggested its reproduction. It is quite
probable that further consideration of its adaptation
for the purposes of the Institute may lead to a modifica-
tion of the wall treatment which is shown to include
pilasters or engaged columns. The Hall as shown
would have a seating capacity of approximately 500.
The first story provides, in addition to the Hall, an
entrance lobby, cloak room, etc., retiring rooms and
two exhibition galleries. The second story contains
approximately 6000 square feet of space which can be
subdivided for offices to rent and committee rooms if
desired. In the basement are provided additional coat
rooms, package rooms and storage, and a large room
where refreshments can be served.
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It is perhaps a happy analogy that your Fine
Arts medal was given tonight to a musician, be-
cause I have always felt that the most wonder-
ful thing in civilization, the most wonderful evi-
dence of the possibilities of team play, is what
an orchestra can do, the unified and har-
monious effort of so many individuals under
competent leadership. We would like you
to carry away the thought that we have a
pretty good orchestra here in Washington,
who are playing well together. We have a
good plan, and we hope we may count on your
support in your communities to give us encour-
agement from there, and to make the people
there feel that they want to inquire of their
Congressman what he has done to help the
Plan of Washington along. ‘

I had hoped, when I was first threatened
with the chance of saying a few words to you,
to quote the Seville resolution as our ideal,
but that part of my speech has been made so
much better by a previous speaker than I
could make it, that I will merely add that
those things which he said, I say also with
regard to the National Capital. Thank you
very much. (Applause.)

TreE Presment. We thank you, Major
Grant, for what you have said. If there is
one duty which rests more strongly than
another upon the entire membership of the
American Institute of Architects it is the large
measure of responsibility which the profession
of architecture assumes that it has toward our
National Capital.

You may recall a few years ago that it was
the American Institute of Architects which
succeeded in having removed from the Mall
that great blot upon the city, the old Penn-
sylvania Railway Station. The great presi-
dent of a great railroad [Cassatt] was public
spirited enough and appreciative enough,
when the matter came to him through the
Institute, to succeed in bringing about a change.
We recall his coming to a dinner like this and
accepting Honorary Membership in our organ-
ization. I want to assure you that we realize,
as perhaps the people in general do not, that
other harm threatens this great Plan of
Washington, even more dangerous because
less obvious. And we are always at the service
of those who, like yourself, are interested in
this great city.

Fellowships Announced

THE PRESIDENT (continuing). The last
item of business is the award of Fellowships
in the American Institute of Architects. The
Institute honors distinction among its own

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS

members by awarding the title of Fellow.
As the members are aware, there has been 2
feeling that the method of selection which is
very difficult, has been faulty and should be
reformed. For several years earnest efforts
have been under way to bring about that re-
form. We feel that the object has been almost
achieved, although there are still some difhi-
culties to be cleared away.

This year, in announcing the awards, I am
sure you will share with me—and with all
of the Directors—a disappointment that the
list 1s shorter by half than it should be. We
can only hope that another year will bring
about a more complete adjustment, and that

‘we may have your patience in the meantime in

behalf of many of our distinguished men who
years ago should have been recognized as
Fellows. :

We will ask the Secretary to read the names
of those who have been elected.

Tue Acting SecreTarY. The names of
the Fellows selected this year are as follows:
Howard Sill, Herbert W. C. Browne, James
Ford Clapp, Harry W. Gardner, Charles W.
Killam, Wilhiam G. Rantoul, Hubert G. Rip-
ley, John B. Slee, Thomas Edward Snook,
August C. Esenwein, F. H. Bosworth, Jr.,
Arthur N. Gibb, Alfred Hoyt Granger, Charles
S. Schneider, W. G. Malcomson, John Robert
Dillon, William ]J. Sayward, Robert Frost
Daggett, E. Hill Turnock, J. C. Murphy,
Allison Owen, Edwin H. Brown, R. Maurice.
Trimble, Reginald Davis Johnson, John F.
Capen, Arnold H. Moses, Harry Thornton

" Stephens, Fred Wesley Wentworth, Edward P.

Casey, Harvey Wiley Corbett, Ernest Flagg,
Joseph H. Freedlander, Howard Greenley,
Arthur Loomis Harmon, Henry Hornbostel,
John Mead Howells, Everett V. Meeks,
Kenneth M. Murchison, Stephen Francis
Voorhees, Edward P. York, William H. Lord,
Paul A. Davis III, Arthur I. Meigs, Charles
Barton Keen, John T. Windrim, William Boyd,
David C. Allison, Victor Mindeleff, and Gerrit
J. de Gelleke.

(Applause.)

Installation of New Officers

Tue Presibent. The Convention today
elected its new Ofhcers and Directors for
the coming year. In the ordinary course,
six directors hold over, three new directors
besides the officers are elected. One additional
director this year takes the place of another by
reason of the vacancy caused by the untimely
death of Mr. Schnaittacher. Were it not for
the lateness of the hour, I know you would be
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Ernest Flagg |

Dies; Designed |
SingerBuilding. |

Also Drew Plans for Naval | -
Academy at Annapolis;
Built Housing Project

1

!

Ernest Flagg, ninety, srchi
|Who designed in 1908 the folxi‘:t?;f
lone-story Singer Building, one of |
New Yprk’s early skyscrapers, and |
|the buildings of the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md.,|
died yesterday at his home, 109’
E_Jast Fortieth Street. Mr. Flagg re-
tlred. from the active practice of
architecture in 1940, but he con-
tinued to maintain offices at 111
East Fortieth Street.

Mr. Flagg was widely known as

ciples of proportion upo, i

arghitectural W’orksp ngh;flléizgi
1(_}1 h(::ece were balsed. Mr. Flagg pub-
lis ed” in 193p “The Parthenon
Naos,” in which he claimed redis.
covery of these

and the Corcora,
In Washington.

Built 560-Family Project

A theory that white~collar work-
ers had insufficient housing at
moderate rentals led Mr. Flagg to!
design and build in §933 the 560~
family Flagg Court 4partments at|
Ridge Boulevard, between Seventy-
second and Seventy-third Streets
in the Bay Ridge section of Brook- |
lyn. It was one of the largest
apartment developments in the
city and one unit contained in its
interior square a swimming pool
surrounded by terraces. Mr. Flagg%
also designed the first co-operative |
apartment house in the city, at
Madison Avenue and Twenty-
eighth Street.

In 1927, Mr. Flagg studied New
York’s traffic problem and his sug-
gestions attracted wide attention.
As a member of the City Commit-
tee on Plan and Survey he wrote
in a minority report that north-
south overhead streets should be
built to accommodate fast v‘e-\
hicular traffic. Slower moving ve- |
hicles could use the street level,
he said.

Offered Site for U. N, |

Mr. Flagg was one of the largest |
'individual property owners on:'
|Staten Island, and last year of-|
|fered seventeen acres for a sky-l
iscraper site for the United Nationsl
lheadquarters. |
He was born in Brooklyn, the|
son of the Rev. Jared B. and Louisa |
|Hart Flagg, He studied architec-\
ture at the Ecole des Beaux Arts
and the Atelier Blondel in Paris,‘
and designed buildings abroad, one i
of the best known of these being|
the palace of Count Laszlo Sze- |
ichenyi in Budapest. Mr. Flagg was |
the author of “Small Houses—
1Their Economic Design and Con-
\|struction” and “Genealogxi‘%l Notes |

|

on the Founding of New England.”
|He was a member of the American
Institute of Architects.
Surviving are his wite, Margaret
Elizabeth Bonnell, and a daughter,
Mrs., John Melcher. A private fu-
neral service will be ield tomorrow.






