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Form of Application for Examination for Admission to Candidacy for
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(IF NOT NOW PRACTICING IN YOUR OWN NAME FILL OUT TWO BLANKS BELOW).
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I am now employed by........cccoovviiiiii.l N e minie » SRR A TR e S SR

Signature of applicant
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CHARLES BUTLER, F A.T. A.

Mr. E. C, K&nper
The Octagpn
Wash ington, D. C.

Dear Sir

HARLES BUTLER,F ALA.

Mr. E. C. Kempery,
The Octagon,
Washington, D. C.
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Dear My, Kaemper::

BUTLER &RODMAN
ARCHITECTS

56 WE ST FORTY~FIFTH STREET NEW YORK

TELEPHONE 2958 VANDERBILT

Sept ember 21st, 1920

}' Azarian ligt, of Fiekincts
RECCIVOD

SEP 2.2 1920

i
|
REFRnE .., ,

Will you be good enough to semd me a copy of the Findings o? =
the Judiciary Committee, dated July 30th, 1920, as apparently I have
not received a copy of same,

Tours very truly,

5/&

NER——

BUTLER &RODMAIN_..
ARCHITECTS Aicrivan lost, of brehisety

56 WEST FORTY-FIFTH oTREET RECRIVED NEW YORK
TELEPHONE 2958 VANDERBJ.T JAN
17‘775%1;:37 ¥, 1921.
| “T e Psceesanges
o

-

Many thanks for retupfing my check to the Baltimare Club. I knew
had enclosed it with some othepsbill but did not know where it had gone until

you returmed it.

"1 have yourfLetter in reference to the Committee report and shall

keep it in mind emd t

to be on time.

With best wishes for the New Year, I am

Yours sincerely,

/D 29
Cigs 7 5':4?1

I
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BUTLER &« RODMAN
’-"‘"‘

ARCHITECTS
CHARLES BUTLER, 56 WE ST FORTY~FIFTH STREET NEW ¥ ORK
TELEPHONE 2958 VANDERBILT r’,: n‘ STIRICAN }NSTITUTE]

OF ARCHITECTS |

Aprfil 2, 1925, o

E.C, Kemper, Esq. , A{R 3 {925 [
The Ootagon, — : ;
Washington, D.Ce. RECEIVED '

1ReD

Dear My, Kemper,

Will you kindly send Mr, Butler another copy of the
program for the A.I.A. Convention (yellow pamphlet) as he has misplaced
his, and oblige.

Very tmly yours,

Secretary.
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RECIPROCITY

As One Architect Views the Situation

The following address, delivered to the graduat-
ing class of 1931 at Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute by Chas. Butler, F. A. L. A., practicing archi-
tect, of 56 West 45th Street, New York, merits
wide distribution among both architects and
engineers:

Mr. President, Members of the Board of Trustees,
Members of the Graduating Class, Ladies
and Gentlemen:

Let me first express my deep appreciation of the
great distinction which has just been conferred
upon me. For an architect to be given an honor-
ary degree by a School of Engineering is high
honor indeed and far beyond my individual merit.
Let me then take it as an honor conferred on my
profession and as an earnest of the relations of
friendship and cooperation which we are resolved
to establish always more firmly between our
professions.

I appreciate also the opportunity which you have
given me to address this gathering of all the
branches of the engineering profession and the
allied schools which compose the Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute.

I have had very little connection with Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, but what association I have
had with it you will, I think, admit was of the best
for I had the privilege of knowing well Henry
Hodge, one of your ablest graduates, and he epi-
tomizes to me the R. P. . Do you wonder that I
have always had a high respect for the Institute?

I wrote President Ricketts some weeks ago that
I thought I would speak to you today about the re-
lations of engineers and architects, and he replied
that he thought my subject was well chosen, but
he feared that if enough engineers and architects
and brickbats were coincidentally available, my
remarks might be abruptly terminated; neverthe-
less, I shall speak to you of the relations between
architects and engineers. Let me say first that in
my judgment the establishment of your School of
Architecture will prove to be one of the most val-
uable forward steps ever taken at this institution,
from the point of view of both engineers and ar-
chitects. Our two professions of necessity com-
plete each other—We cannot create architecture
without engineering, and heaven knows, you ought
not to practice engineering without art.

One of the chief causes of failure in understand-
ing between us arises from the fact that from the
start of our studies in preparation for the practice
of our professions we are usually segregated from
each other. We think of an engineer as a man who
spends his time playing with a slide rule and you
think of an architect as a poseur, who wears long
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hair and makes pretty pictures and does not know
how to make a building stand up without an engi-
neer to help him. That we are each of us wide of
the mark in our judgment of the other does not
prevent our starting out in life with settled pre-
judices which have been broken down by years of
experience. The fact that here engineers and ar-
chitects will be trained side by side, in many cases
following the same courses and passing the same
examinations should tend to promote understand-
ing and mutual appreciation, on the one condition
that neither group should consider itself superior,
but that each should rather try to comprehend the
special point of view of the other. I know that it
will be invaluable for the architects to be thrown
with engineers, and I feel sure that the engineers
on their side will derive no little benefit from the
association.

Now just to corrct an impression in regard to
the architects’ training, let me say that I am a
graduate of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris,
than which I am sure in your minds no place is
more characterized by flowing ties and flowing
beards and generally loosely flowing artistic ideas;
and yet in that school of architecture, famous for
its artistic teaching, we spent a full half of our
second year on wood and stone construction, and
the entire third year on general construction, in-
cluding steel framing, although I have to admit
that in my case it was so long ago that skeleton
construction had not yet appeared on the scene.
Just now we are taking stock of our own archi-
tectural training, and I had occasion to talk re-
cently with one of the two men who have visited
some fifty of our schools throughout the country.
He told me that in his judgment and that of his
colleague the art of construction was in general
being better taught in the architectural schools
than the art of design. As a mater of fact the day
of the long-haired “artist architect” is long since
over, and while an architect must be first of all
an artist he must have a very wide practical
knowledge of materials and methods of construc-
tion, and above all he must have a knowledge of
the art of planning. You must remember that in
architecture the fundamental requirement is not
the exterior of the building but the plan, and this
plan must be based on requirements which are
eminently practical. To refer once more to the
Ecole des Beaux-Arts, as you perhaps know, the
culmination of the work of the French students
lies in the competition for the Prix de Rome which
gives the winner four years free residence and
study at Rome.

By the way, it will interest you at Rensselaer,
where there have always been many foreign stu-
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dents, to know that the Ecole des Beaux-Arts re-
ceives foreigners on the same footing as French-
men and gives them free training, even though
they pay no taxes and do no military service for
France.

This Prix de Rome test is the one great school
competition limited to Frenchmen, to which every
French student looks forward, and for which the
ten final competitors are chosen by progressive
elimination through sketch compositions. The
final twenty-four hour test is entirely devoted to
the solution of a great problem of planning, and
the elevations are presented at so small a scale as
to be negligible, merely diagrams to elucidate the
general scheme of plan.

This, gentlemen, in the school which of all others
is regarded, and rightly, as the fountain-head of
artistic design in architecture.

I remember my old professor in Paris saying to
me one day, after I had spent some years at the
school—“Butler, you have been here long enough
to realize the strength of our teaching and to
know that it is based on good planning. You can
put forty good elevations on a good plan, but if
you haven’t got a good plan you never can have
a good elevation.” He pushed this thing so far,
and kept us working so consistently on plan, that
often our final competition drawings would be
turned in with excellent plans, but with elevations
which had hardly progressed beyond the sketch
stage.

You have recently heard much criticism by ar-
chitects and laymen of the proposed Radio City in
New York at 50th Street and Fifth Avenue, and
much of the criticism of laymen has centered
around the stark bareness of the buildings. Let
me assure you that such criticism is not based on
the fundamental fault of this group of buildings.
What we architects criticize and criticize severely
is the bad grouping of the buildings and the poor
proportions of the individual units. We don’t care
whether a building is richly decorated or plain as
a pikestaff; it is obvious that ornament is appro-
priate in certain locations and in certain types of
buildings, but the simple Empire State and the or-
nate Woolworth are both magnificent structures.

You need only consult your own curricula to
realize that today architects are given a basic
training not only in planning and design but also
in construction, in heating and ventilating, sani-
tary and electrical engineering. Nevertheless, the
work of the average architect must lie primarily
in the planning and design of buildings.

I believe that I could, if given time, make the cal-
culations for the steel of a skeleton construction
building, but I am convinced that I should be ill-
advised and unfair to my client if I did this work
myself and failed to take advantage of the great
skill and experience of the engineering profession,
both in structural work and in mechanical and
electrical engineering.

N
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I read last week in “The Architectural Record”
a searching article on architectural schools by
Professor Gulley of our new Department. Let me
assure you that he is thoroughly conversant with
the faults in our existing teaching methods and
the necessity of breaking with bad traditions. His
attitude gives promise for the building up of a
school which will give to its students a thorough
grounding in the modern requirements for com-
petent practice of our profession, so that they may
in years to come reflect credit on Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute.

So much in regard to the architect and what his
training is, or should be in a good school. Now
for the engineer.

As soon as we get out in the open and begin
the practice of our profession we architects come
in contact with engineers and very promptly, if
we have any sense, we learn that our preconceived
ideas as to them are wide of the mark and though
we may not be logical enough to change our ideas
of the profession as a whole, we realize that the
men with whom we work are almost without ex-
ception very different from what we had supposed.
The group of engineers who are most called on to
work with architects, structural, mechanical, elec-
trical and sanitary engineers, fully realize what the
architect is striving for and sympathize with his
desire to create a building which will be not only
practical but a thing of beauty, and that beauty is
inherent in the design of the factory and the power
house as well as in the college building and the re-
ligious edifice. In other words, these men are men
of imagination and they have learned to appre-
ciate the other man’s point of view, and to see
what he is striving for, and if only all engineers
and all architects could be brought together, I
should have no fear of lack of understanding be-
tween our two great professions.

You here at Troy are near enough to Albany to
be familiar with the rather strained relations
which have existed for the past two or three years
between architects and engineers during the ses-
sions of the legislature. Some of your representa-
tives have resented the stiffening of requirements
incorporated in our registration law and the stipu-
lation that none but registered architects might
design and superintend the erection of buildings.
Our architects’ state registration board has tried
to remedy this in part by registering a number of
engineers as architects, but that was only a par-
tial solution to what many of us thought was a
too strict requirement of the law. The engineers
retaliated by pushing legislation which would give
to any and all licensed engineers the right to prac-
tice architecture and we came back with the argu-
ment that many types of engineer were not com-
petent in that line. Then last winter a national
joint committee of prominent engineers and archi-
tects studied the question and recommended that
structural engineers be permitted to practice ar-
chitecture, and this report was signed by the civil

“
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and mechanical engineer members and by the ar-
chitects, but the electrical engineer member re-
fused to sign, because he felt that this would be
the first step toward the segregation of the pro-
fession of engineering into many different groups,
and recently the Board of Directors of the Civils
disapproved the report for the same reason.
Meanwhile, out of all this turmoil a new thought
has been advanced; what do we architects care
where or how an engineer has acquired his train-
ing if he knows how to do the job? If an elec-
trical or a chemical engineer knows how, he should
receive the same treatment as his structural en-
gineer brother. We feel however that to practice
arch1tecture the engineer should have some knowl-
edge of the art of planning, of which I have
spoken. You will realize that in order to plan a
theatre or an office building a man must know
more than how to make a building stand up and
resist wind pressure; he must be familiar with
convenience planning of corridors, spacing of win-
dows, width of aisles, sight lines, and with the
planning of exits for safety of life, but if he can
qualify in these particulars and in structural mat-
ters I personally, and in this I am not alone, believe
that he must be permitted to do what an architect
does, and I trust that this may be authorized by
legislation here and throughout the nation.

Of course I feel that the exterior design of a
building is of very great importance, but the laws
governing the practice of architecture are based
on the protection of life, health and property, and
although I should like to see it admitted, we have
not yet reached the point where ugliness has been
defined by law as a menace to health and property.
We shall have to rely on the development of imag-
ination among you engineers; the realization that
an ugly building really hurts those who look at
it, to achieve this result. With better understand-
ing between our professions I have no doubt of the
future.

1 have studied with interest the book of photo-
graphs of work done by graduates of the Institute
—among the outstanding achievements are many
bridges and of these some are remarkable by their
beauty of form. The men who designed them were
certainly not lacking in artistic sensibility.

A superb demonstration of art in engineering is
the Hudson River Bridge now nearing completion
in New York City. It is hard to conceive of any-
thing more beautiful than this majestic structure
in its present stark simplicity, and I personally
trust that it will never be clothed in masonry.

You may object that it is a counsel of perfec-
tion to ask architecture to have knowledge of en-
gineering and engineers to be not ignorant of ar-
chitecture, yet we have the historical example of
one of the world’s greatest men, Leonardo da
Vinei, who in the 16th century was not only a very
great painter, but was withal a great engineer and
a great architect, with no mean ability as a writer.
That he jgwas not merely the exception which

proved the rule is shown by what we know of
Michael Angelo, Brunelleschi, and Sir Christopher
Wren, all great architects and great engineers.

All of this is probably very boring to the great
majority of you who do not expect to have to deal
with our profession, but there is .a. moral to it
which you can all apply to yourselves.

I spoke of the fact that Henry Hodge to me epi-
tomized the R. P. . He was a great man and a
great engineer, busy on great engineering projects
and yet when he came into our office to help us
on small jobs, he had the same interest in and
understanding of our problems that he had for the
large problems; in other words, he had that great
gift of imagination and the ability to put himself
in the place of the other man and realize his point
of view.

Iread the other day in Benson’s book on the Vic-
torian era that Queen Victoria was strong on com-
mon sense but had no imagination, while the
Kaiser had much imagination but no common
sense and that, as a result, neither was a complete
success, although he considered commen sense the
more important quality. You engineers are fam-
ous for your common sense, so I urge you to culti-
vate your imagination, while we architects should
strive to acquire more of the common sense which
some of us surely lack.

I understand that a Commencement address is
not complete without a moral, so I leave this with
you, and it is equally applicable to those who are
called on to deal with architects and those who
escape that contact. Cultivate your imagination
and try in all your professional life to understand
the other man’s point of view. Even at my age I
have learned a great deal in my recent dealings
with your profession and you as young men can
learn even more from meeting those with whom
you have to deal with an open mind, with imagina-
tion, and with understanding.

Thank you.

Editorial Comment:

This is a splendid evidence of fairness and sin-
cerity. However, the author, despite apparent un-
derstanding of the problem, makes the assumption,
perhaps unintentionally, that engineers seek to
practice architecture. They do not. The engineer
maintains that designing structural members or
installing mechanical, sanitary, electrical or chem-
ical equipment is engineering whether the struc-
ture be a bridge or a building. He does not seek to
qualify as an artist. He seeks the right to file the
plans he prepares which comprise most of those
required by departments concerned with life,
health and property. Such matters as structural
steel, concrete, masonry, mechanical apparatus,
electrical equipment, plumbing, ventilation, ete.,
are the provinces of engineers rather than of ar-
chitects. The Empire State Building is 95% en-
gineering. All the engineer asks is the right of

(Continued on Page 19)
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tage to the people throughout this whole country.

“The upper floors of this great sixteen-story
freight station will have vast floor space, much
daylight, and will be rented out for general indus-
trial and commercial purposes. The acres of floor
space facing Eighth Avenue will be occupied by
stores, banks and other business interests. KEvery
floor in the building will be virtually a ground
floor, as far as shipping facilities are concerned.

“In addition to the very many large freight ele-
vators, there will be two groups of truck elevators,
the largest ever built for such service, capable of
carrying the largest size truck made to any and
all floors.

“The size of the building can be realized by its
total floor space of 67 acres or its 5 acres of
windows.

“By May, 1932, will come the completion of this
tremendous freight service station—will come the
fulfillment and the full realization of the hopes and
plans of years of special study by experts on the
staff of the Port Authority, coupled with the co-
operation of the Engineers and Architects, Abbott, o -
Merkt & Company, 22 East 40th Street, New York e
City.

“For about four years the Engineers and Archi-
tects have worked on and presented plans for that
great project, in conjunction with the staff of the

Port Authority. E N G I N E ERS

“They began by studying a site that would be

large enough for the needs, strategically located BOOK SHOP

and particularly suitable for decidedly better
. g THE ENGINEERS BOOK SHOP was opened on
freight service for all concerned. the 15th of October, 1924, with the following
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is Bridgework 1**
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“The volume of inbound and outbound freight objectives:
was surveyed carefully in order to plan a most TO Cog_dulct i\ rteta;l _bot;k Sg“ing btlffS_in%ss :ev‘oted
N . . entirely to technical an scientirtic OO0KS.
practical, convenient and economical way to handle TO make intelligent service our watchword and
all freight, and that necessitated hundreds of keep an ear to the ground for ways and means
: i g of broadening our usefulness.
sketches, many of which were discarded in favor TO provide an information service for engineers
of better plans. and manufacturers for the purpose of unearth.
“After an interview with Mr. Hunley Abbott, ing any data in print.

President of Abbott, Merkt & Company, I was bet-
ter able to add the real value to this article, which 227 PARK AVE'I NEW YORK, N. Y.
should impress all those who contemplate any con- VAnderbilt 1167
struction of a like character. Mr. Abbott warned
me to make any statements conservative, but I
know that Abbott, Merkt & Company, Engineers
and Architects, have long been recognized as
among the first and foremost in their profession.
“Like the Engineers and Architects of old, they

plan and supervise useful buildings—buildings that LO U I S Di M E N N A

will stand the test of Time.”

RECIPROCITY CONTRACTORS

(Continued from Page 13)

every professional man to act as a principal if he

be so retained. He does not seek legislation com- 4778 THIRD AVE
pelling the client to engage him in preference to
an architect nor does he seek to practice archi-
tecture. Why cannot the éngineer retain the ar-

chitect in the same manner that the architect re-

Please Mention “The American Engineer”

NEW YORK, N. Y.
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tains the engineer, if such be the client’s wish?
When building departments employ architects to
examine and pass upon plans for structures
wherein the protection of life, health and property
is paramount then such work may be construed as
architecture. What the engineer strongly objects
to is the practice by architects of signing, filing and

METROPOLITAN SEWER PIPE
COMPANY, Inc.

Sewer Pipe, Drain Pipe and Special
Fittings for Sewer and Disposal
Construction

YARDS

200th STREET AND WEBSTER AVENUE
237th STREET AND BAILEY AVENUE

BRONX, N. Y.

STUART CHASE
THE NEMESIS OF

AMERICAN
BUSINESS

“An exceedingly adroit and alive summation of
a humanist’s economic position.”—N. Y. Post.
“A book of ideas and of fancy, of sharp writing
and genuine thought.”
—Laurence Stallings, N. Y. Sun

“He makes economies seem exciting and beauti-
ful and funny. And readable.”
N. Y. Herald Tribune

YOU SAVE 259, DISCOUNT

The regular price per copy is $2.00. By placing your order
through The American Engineer you will receive a copy for

$1.50 POSTPAID

THE AMERICAN ENGINEER,
Room 2952, Grand Central Terminal Bldg.,
New York, N. Y.

Please send me........ copy (ies) of the Nemesis
of American Business by Stuart Chase.

Check or Money Order Enclosed.
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holding out the work of engineers as their own. As
an example the writer calls particular attention to
certain sewer plans which were submitted for his
consideration and which while prepared by engi-
neers bore in large bold type the name of a prom-
inent firm of New York architects. No mention
was made of the engineer.

The author errs when he states that under the

| Architects’ Law none but architects can legally
| design and superintend the erection of buildings.

There is a saving clause which specifically refers
to engineers. The Law Committee of the Board of
Regents gave its opinion on the subject in Feb-

| ruary 1930.

Will some architect demonstrate the logic which |

" contends that only engineers (in building depart-

ments and other public offices concerned with life
and property) are competent to examine and ap-
prove plans that only architects can prepare and
file. If engineers examine and pass upon plans,
who but engineers should prepare and file such
plans. The engineer accepts the proposal so ably
set forth by Mr. Butler—Both are honorable pro-
fessions—allow both to prepare and file plans and
trust to each profession not to overstep the bounds
and to eliminate incompetents.

J. V. TIMONEY

CONTRACTING CO.
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Specializing in
WATER MAINS & SEWERS

320 EAST 201st STREET,
BRONX, N. Y.

LAYNE-NEW YORK CO.

INCORPORATED

Cravel Filter Type Wells and Electric
Drive Turbine Pumping Units for

Industries and Municipalities.

30 CHURCH STREET NEW YORK, N. Y.
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« THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C,

I s

February 20, 1938

Dear 8ir

This will confirm our telephone eonversation of today,
wherein you have promised to reserve two single rooms, with
bath, at $4.00 each per day, at the Powhatan Hotel fer -
Messrs. Charles Butler and Fredepriek Mathesius.

——

We very much appreciate your efferts te take care of

these members of The Ameriean Ipstitute of Arghitects.

Yours very truly,

Executive Sesretary.

Powhatan Hotel,
Attentiont Room Clerk,
Walhington, D, G

K/fhg

coPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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DOMESTIC S ChABLE ; :
y | 7
TELEGRAM L‘"U LL RATE
L)
DAY LETTER DEFERRED

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE L

ETTER E
NIGHT WEEK END |
LETTER LETTER
Patrona shoald chock clasaof service A
deslrad; otherwiso messago will ba \

tranamitted as o' full-rate
communisation. NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT

J. C, WILLEVER, FIRST VIGCE-PRESIDENT

1206-A

2

CHECK

\

AGCT'G INFMN.

'\\

TIME FILED

i

.'S'e_nd the following message, subject to the lerms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

February 20, mazr

CHAR
656 WE h STREAT
NEW YORK, N. Y.

WASHINGTON CONGESTED TWO SINGLE ROOMS RESERVED

; YQ' AND MATRESIUS AT POWHATAN PLEASE AWIB; HIM
B. ‘0. KEMER
CHARGE TOy i :

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
1741 New York Avenue

* THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE.
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; s (COPY) March 1, 1934
TO THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

TaEe OcraconN, WasaINGgTON, D. C.
Edwin Bergstrom, Treasurer DR.

Annuvar Dugs, January 1, 1934, to December 31, 1934, inclusive................ $25 | 00
Annual Dues are due and payable on the first day of the fiscal year
and if not paid within three months thereafter, will be in default.

(For explanation of the amount of this bill see statement on reverse)

g @k B bkl A o bt Kirmt
Mr. Charles Butler, /(, c A2 trFies [

56 West 45th Stireet,
New York, N. Y.

J oy I bkt Awn s

Retain original bill and mail this copy with your check. Your check duly endorsed wili become &!’1:
receipt. Special receipt will be mailed upon request. Checks payable to The American Insutute |

of Architects. Please call attention to any change in your address or error in this bill.

Mr. Butler paid $25.00 to cover his dues
for 1934. ($10.00) He did not return GIFT

He should receive recent form letter "B"

L
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Proposep ReEpuCTION oF DUES

There can be no change in the amount of annual dues for 1934 until
after the Convention meets in May. The Board will recommend to the Con-
vention and is anticipating its favorable consideration of the proposition that
the annual dues for 1934 shall be $15.00 and that $25.00 shall be the aggre-
gate amount to be paid by each member for the¢ three-year period of 1931
to 1933, inclusive. " ’ S -

If the Convention acts favorably on the latter proposition, you will be
credited or debited on this and future dues bills at the rate of $5.00 per year
until all you have paid for dues during the period 1931 to 1933, inclusive, in
excess of $25.00 has been liquidated, or until you have completed the payment
of $25.00 for that period, as the case may be.

Under the direction of the Board, the Treasurer is herewith billing you
$15.00, on account, for your 1934 dues, less $5.00 if you are to be credited, and
plus $5.00 if you are to be debited, for 1931-33 dues. Payment on or before
April 1, 1934, of the $10.00, §15.00 or $20.00, as the case may be, or of $5.00
on account thereof, will insure your good standing at the time of the
Convention.
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Merch 12, 1934.

Dear Mr. Butler:
This will acknowledge and thank you for your note of
trensmittal end check for $25 to cover Institute dues.
‘ duc he 2 &
If the Convention reduces the 2ues to ql?(,,-whk’r_, are
your wishes with respect to the belence of {1b.00?

N

Sincersly yours, e

Executive Secretary.

[

[ f : b

J‘:’?u & gﬂ'{' g
Mr. Charles Butler, F.A,1.A., \ T
56 Viest 46th Street, \ [ (iﬁ;
New York City, New York. \ r
ECK+B N

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER




CHARLES BUTLER...-
ARCHITECT,F. A.l. A.
ARSOCIATES 56 WEST FORTY-FIFTH STREET, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE VANDERBILT 2958

CLARENCE B. STEIN, A.LA.
FRANK E. VITOLO, A.LA.
FRANK H. HOLDEN, A.LA.
JOHEN J. KNIGHT, ALA,

E. C. Kemper, Esq.,

-

58 ,E Amwerican Institute of Architects,

'§§ : The Octagon,

9_)8 3 Washing‘bon, D. co

o 8%

£:§§C<} Dear Mr, Kemper:

A '

%Ef > Replying to yours of the 12th, would say that having now
224 gone through the agony of sending a check for $25.00 I am prepared

to let any balance remain to the credit of the Institute in case
dues are reduced to $15.00.

5%

tudy p
Xprk,

What I will do another year is another question. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.

.

o
-

N\ Yours sincerely,

\L | /?___‘/f
(0 _

CB:EE ke STV

-

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 17

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For informati

March 15th, 1934 3




Mr, Holden's dues for 1937 were $20.00

His dues were paid up to March 31, 1937 - $7.00. (B prrl—as s : .
CHARLES BUTLER
ARCHITECT,F.A.l.A.
56 WEST FORTY-FIFTH STREET, NEW YORK

VANDERBILT 3-2956

by
] i, o
=

July 2, 1957. i S
Edward C. Kemper, Esq., W, THE OCTAGH
The Octagon, \
Washington, D. C,
Dear Kempers: j,,m“;*““ﬁx N
As you knoml_Frank Holden died on May 29th. Mrs. WP
Holden is anxious to know whether he had ary indebtedness to thq) éH\

Institute. I do not know what the custom is. I know that in ™™ ( _
the Chapter if a member dies owing something the charge is written ~—
off and I rather assume the same applies to the Institute. I

certainly hope so, as his estate was extremely small. Will you

let me hear from you at your early convenience in regard to this?

I was sorry not to see any more of you up in Boston
but, as you may have heard, I was ordered off to the hospital on
Thursday and spent a pleaa‘ week havi nose treated, suffering
only in my pride and my pocketbook, but'unfortunately missing all
the last part of the Convention.

I was, however, delighted with the results of the elec-
tions and think we are set for another good administration.

Wiith best regards to all, I am

Yours sincerely,

CB:EE & Tl /JC’@/{
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS COPY

THE OCTAGONy; WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 6, 1937.

Desar Mr. Butler:
Yours of July 2, is at hand this morning,

We heard that you had been celled away from the
Lonvention but did not kriow how serious the matter was,

It is good to know thet you are fit again,

The new President is making & thorough job of get-
ting a grip on Institute affzirs and now has in hand the
appointment of the Committee personnels - a difficult and
time consuming Jjob under any circumstancea,

We heard at the Convention, with deep regret, of the
death of Frank Holden. Please assure lrs. Holden thsat
his dues were paid up until March 31, 1937 and that no
further statement on account of 1937 dues will be sent from
The Octagon.

With best regardsa,

Sincerely yours,

ECK:LF

Mr, Charles Butler, F.A.I.A.
56 West Forty-fifth Street
New York, New York.

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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CHARLES BUTLER
ARCHITECT,F. A.lLA.
56 WEST FORTY-FIFTH STREET, NEW YORK 19

MURRAY HILL 2-5714

ASSOCIATES
ROBERT D. KOHN, F.A.LA.
CLARENCE S. STEIN, F.A.L A,
JOHN J. KNIGHT, R.A.
ADDISON ERDMAN, A.LA.

Jamuary 23, 1951

Clair W. Ditchy, Esq., Secretary,
American Institute of Architects,
1741 New York Avenue N.W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear S8ir:

I note that under Article 10 Section 2 of the By-Laws
members who have been in good standing for ten years and have
attained the age of seventy shall, upon -application, be ex-
empted from the payment of dues and shall retain all privileges
of the Institute.

As I have been a member in good standing for forty years
and have now reached the age of eighty, I hereby make applica-
tion for exemption from dues.

Very truly yours,

L loe) szz/z;;
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J,-' isz-’ KKJ /
{ ¢

;./.f"f.,-_ 1.1

) Jr.'."

Janvary 25, 1951

Dear HMr, Butler:

On behalf of The Secretary we are writing to acknowledge
your letter of January Z3rd.

As you gre eligible for election as a Member Emeritus of The
Institute, we shall be most happy to puil your application forward.

Just &5 soon as finel action has been taken thereon you will
be notified promptly.

8incerely yours,
Jeot - S

J. W. Rankin
Agministrative Secretary

’ro Charles Buﬂor, Fodolohe

56 West 45th Street

Now York 19, New York

JWR/fhg

Copy to the Secretary, New York Chapter, A.Il.A.

Please advise us if Mr. Butler ie in good standing in
the New York Chapter, so that his application may go forward.

Lee—————

JWR

COFPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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February 2, 1961

T0: Mr. Ditehy, Seecretary

FROM: Mr. Renkin, Administrative Seoretary

Enclosed herewith 1s an originel of a letter froa Charles
Butler and a oopy of our letter to him of Januery 25.

As you will see, our letter was the reguler form letter
sent in all such oases. There is no basis for his statement about
the By-Laws that we oan find. However, in view of hig attitude,

I felt that perhaps you would wish to reply to him rather then
having the letter come from someone whose acticnes he has already
taken exoeeption to.

The previsions of the By-Lews referring to Membership
Emeritus are on pege 8, Chapter I, Article 2, Seotion 6 (ael to a-3).

You might wish to call his attention especielly to the first
part of the seotions referred to, where the words mentioning an
“spplicstion for retirement™ ere to be noted. You also might wish
to bring out the faot that in such csses the applicant "may be
exemptedee. by The Board or a committeesec.."

JN.Re

Ridkhn
Englosures (2)
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CHARLES, BUTLER
srchitect, F.A.I.A,
56 West Forty=Fifth Street
New York 19
Murrey Hill 2=5714 Jenuary 30, 1951

Associates
Robert D. Kohn, F.A.I.A.
Clarence S. Stein, FsA.I.A.
John J. Knight, R.A.
Addison Erdmen, A.I.A.

Clair W, Ditehy, Esq., Secretary
American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Sir:

On the date of January 23rd I wrote to you calling attention to
the fact thet under Article 10 Section 2 of the By=Laws I was entitled,
in view of the fact that I have been in good standing for ten years and
have attained the age of seventy, to be exempted from the payment of
dues and to retein all privileges of the Institutse.

I now receive from Miss Rankin, Administrative Secretary, & reply
under date of Jenuary 25th to the effect that I am eligible for election
as e Member Emeritus. As I read the first sentence of Section 2, I
note that on epplication I shall be exempted from the payment of dues
end shall retain all the privileges of the Institute. I see nothing
in this sentence referring to elections I should assume that you might
require an affidevit as to my being over seventy years. The office
of the Institute is certainly eble to find out from its own records
whether I heve been in good standing for ten years.

Under the circumstences I should be very much interested to
know why I should be subject to election and why "final ection" has
to be teken on my application.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Charles Butler

OB:s

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006
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February 6, 1951

M¥re Charles Butler, Fehel.hs
56 West Forty~{ifth Street
New York 19, New York

Deer 'rs Butler:

There hae besn an unfortunate misunderstanding
of and in the correspondence regarding your apprizing me
ss8 Secretary of your qualifications for membership emer-
ftus wx1d T basten to assure you that no offense or slight
was intended.

In order to clarify matters may I quote the sn=
tire provisions perteining to membership omeriti from the
current Byelavs:

"Chapter 1, Article 2, Seotion 8 (a=l) Qualifi-

cations for Retirement. A aorporate mexber who has been
e corporate member in good standing in The Institute for
not leas than fifteen sucesssive years imwediately preced=-
ing the date of his application for retirement and either
has attained the age of seventy years or is incapacitated
and unable to engage in any vodation may be exempted from
the payment of annual dues to The Imstitute by The Board

or & comalttoe of one or more of its membsra Yo waich 1%
has delegated the power. Under exceptional sconditions and
ciroumstances in any individual case, the requirement of
the period of good standing may be lesssnad but no other
requirements.

(a-ﬁ) Rotirement Lffsetive. A member's sxempiion by re-
tiremefit Irom the payment ol annual dues shall be effecte
ive in The Institute and in each of ils component organe
lzationse. :

(a=3) lomber Emedtus. Fyvery member of The Institute ex~
empted Dy retirement from the payment of annual dues and
titled "Retired Member" shall ipso facto become & lMember
Emsrttus., A Member Fmerituas shall be entitled to print or
otherwise use the title "Member Fmerftus" written in full
after the initials "A.I.A." or “Fol&oImﬁm". ag the ocsase may
be, and his corporate membership, interests, privileges, rights,
titles, liabilities, and cbligations othar than the payment
of annual dues shall be unabridged and unchanged because of
his sxemption.

PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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Mr, Charles Butler, FeAsIl.A.
Page twoe

You will note in Section 8 (m=l) that exemption
is not entirely automstic upon applicaticn, but requires
Board actions This provision, of sourse, oarries no dis-
eretionary powers but is intendsd as & proper legal pro-
cedure and cheok in the routine conduct of Inatitute af=-
fairs,

-

e -

To answer your olosing paregraph specifically,

Mr. Rankin's use of the word "election" is understandable L K o B

although « in view of your interpretion of it - regrettable, ~- 9&”:'
In his defsnase, may I say, that, whether correctly or not, A e
the parlance of his letter has been observed generally in R b
correspondence concerning membership ameritus as well es in
other cases of corporate membership edvancements wheres Board
action, or authority delegated by the Board, has accompanied
them,

"Final action" follows & determination of the
facts and recommendation by the Board of Lxaminors, & pre=-
caution which obviously in the present instance ssems une
warranted and superfluous, but whioh nsvertheless, could
hardly be universelly dispensed with; by the same token,
each case carnoct be treated individually,

Hay I close with my personmal apologizs and regrets
that this untoward incident whould attend your transferal %o
the distinguished estete of lomber Fmeritus, and extend my
best wishes for a lengthy continuance of your notable career.

Sincerely,
CLAIR W, DITCHY, SECRETARY

CWD/ih

-«
COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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ASSOCIATES

ROBERT D. KOHN, F.A.LA.
CLARENCE 8. STEIN, F.A.LA.
JOHN J. KNIGHT, R.A.
ADDISON ERDMAN, A.LA.

C?;..,'-,iﬁ o ude o .
AﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁT
FEBLO

& ER

T3 it 1

Apa Dot ——

CHARLES BUTLER
ARCHITECT, F. A.l. A.
56 WEST FORTY-FIFTH STREET, NEW YORK 19

MURRAY HILL 2-5714

February 14, 1951.

Mr. Clair W. Ditchy

The American Institute of Architects
17/1 New York Avenue, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Mr. Ditchy:

Many thanks for your good letter of
February 6th, but I don't think you owe me any apology-.
The fault lies with me for I consulted document #247
which I note dates from 1930, where procedure covering
retirement of Members appears in article #10 and was
automatic, whereas, under provision of the present by-
laws I -note that action of the Board is required.

I am interested also to see that in
Section #A 2 when I am approved by the Board of
Directors, my exemption will be effective in the Chapter
as well.

I still don't understand what the
Board of Examiners hgs to do with the case as I under-
stand its province W@ to look us over before election
a8 Members of the Institute. Under the circumstances
I will be glad if you will ask the office in the Octagon
to send us a copy of the present by-laws, document #278
and of the Chapter by-laws #273 as the Chapter office
has only one copy of the current by-laws.

Thanking you for your good wishes.

Sincerely,

Ml =

CB:s i

SG U ’.y.nw s did 5
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Maxch 2, 1951

Deayr Mr., Butler:

The documents you request in your letter of February lith
were gent and I imagine you have had an opportunity to read them
thoroughly by now.

The Board of Directors, under power granted by the By-laws,
delegates to the Board of Examiners the serutiny of all prospective
memberships and all changes in corporate memberahips.: Upon receipt
of their recommendation the Secretary issues the final certifica-
tion.

In ths matter of memberships Emeriti, the function is purely
one of serutiny to make sure the case is in order. I cannot believe
that you suggest that such & precaution can be reascnably digpensed
with,

The procedure wvhich is nov followed is in strict accordance .
with the By~laws, and your relief from any unsatisfactory regulation
is through the annual Conventicn where you o¥ your delegate may pro-
pose an amendment to the By-laws to correct the deficiency. The
Board at present is meticulously following & definite directive.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yowrs,

Claix W, Ditechy
Secretary

Mr. Chavrles Butler, F.A.I.A.
56 West 45th Street
New York 19, New York

CWD:MSD
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Original sent to

Mr. Ditchy
CHARLES BUTLER March 12, 1951

ARCHITECT, F.A.I.A.
56 West Forty-Fifth Street,New York 19
Murray Hill 2-5714

March 7, 1951

Mr. Clair W. Ditchy

The American Institute of Architects
1741 New York Avenue, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Mr. Ditchy:

I was much amused by your letter of the 2nd
of March. You probably do not recollect when the new By-laws
were put over at the Convention at 0ld Point Comfort in 1936.
They were the result of Bergstrom's love for complicated detail
and were steamrollered through the convention against some very
violent protest.

The idea that the Board of Examiners and the
Board of Directors should have to waste their valuable time on
such unimportant items as passing on applications for transfer
of a member to the status of Emeritus is typical of the red tape,
characteristic of the present By-laws. I realize that the un-
fortunate Board is "meticulously following a definite directive",
and I am sorry for them. If I were younger, I should start a
movement to simplify the By-lews, but as it is I shall let some
one else worry.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

Signed Charles Butler

CH:h

o~




4. L 4. Form S66
200—2-1-560

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OcrtacoN, WasHINGTON, D, C.

NOTICE OF ELECTION-—-MEMBER EMERITUS

To Mrs Charles Butler, F.A.l.A,
56 Weat 45th Street
New York 19, New York

It is my privilege to advise you that The Board of Directors has conferred upon you

the title
MEMBER EMERITUS

of The American Institute of Architects and of its component organizations of which you are

a member, exempting you from the payment of annual dues to The Institute and such

organizations, effective December 31, 19350.

Date April 4, 19 5%.
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From 1899 to 1911, Mr. Butler

title of Robert D. Kohn, Charles
Butler & Associates. In 1926, he,
Mr. Kohn and Clarence 8. Stein

Other buildings of his design

Legion of Hanor. :
My, Butler was a past president
of the New York Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects
and of the New York State Board
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