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[Transcription of following three pages. The letter in the AIA Archives is a copy, not an original, and the 
Archives does not have the photograph and sketches that are mentioned in the letter.] 
 

Marietta 
Vaucresson 

(S et O.) 
May 29, 1964 

Telephone 970 03 80 
970 17 55 

 
 
Dear Mr. Carroll:-- 
  Your letter of the eleventh of May 
congratulating me on having attained the age of ninety- 
five, & as yet with a painless body, makes me feel grate- 
ful indeed, for almost every-thing that has happened to me 
during all that long life. 
  The pictures of a human life, 
to be pleasing, must have “high lights,” offset by “deep-darks.” 
Must have both strength & grace, & with no blotches. 
In other words, it has seemed to me, that it must be like a very 
fine specimen of Architecture! 
  I once went so far as to say to the students of 
architecture at Columbia University, that our every gesture, expresses feeling! 
Even one’s signature reveals traits good or bad in the architecture he produces. 
Therefore; study your appearance in a mirror! & if your face has too many 
pimples, eat simpler food, & take more physical exercise, out of doors; & your designs 
will show your improvement in health. 
  Then, to prove that what you design resembles 
your face, I showed them the usual likeness of Michael Angelo-  
with several of his nude statues of men, & some of his daring 
architecture; They were well convinced, but when I showed them the 
famous photo of the great H. H. Richardson, in his famous huge brown 
bath-robe, with a hood, pulled up over his head, as I’ve seen him 
 
2) 
in the large drafting-room of his office, in Brookline Mass. 
at about the time that photo was taken; for I remember he had 
a copy of it standing on the huge library table, where he wrote (with 
an enormous quill pen!) –this portrait, shown beside the round arched 
Law School of Harvard; & the lovely little Quincy Library, or the Pittsburg Co. 
Court-house, were such a proven confirmation, of what I had said, that they laughed! 
But Mr. McKim was a test – “sine – qua – non”! & the Morgan Library looks, (if any thing 
could)? like the face of one of my hero’s! Mr. Mc Kim impressed me most 
       where (I first talked with him.) 
with his great refinement, even delicacy of taste. At Sunday afternoon concerts ^ by 
the “Kneisel Quartett”, in the mansion of Mrs. Henry O. Havemeyer, on Fifth Ave, 
New York, opposite the Park—with her taste in pictures, helped by Mary Cassatt, in 

TH
E

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
 IN

S
TI

TU
TE

 O
F 

A
R

C
H

IT
E

C
TS

 A
R

C
H

IV
E

S
  F

or
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 s
tu

dy
 p

ur
po

se
s 

on
ly

. N
ot

 to
 b

e 
re

co
pi

ed
, 

qu
ot

ed
, o

r p
ub

lis
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t w
rit

te
n 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
A

IA
 A

rc
hi

ve
s,

 1
73

5 
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

A
ve

. N
W

, W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

 D
C

 2
00

06



Paris, to whom she gave me a letter of introduction; which resulted in dining with her 
& invited by Sarah Bernhardt, to go to her box in her Theatre, that evening, & see her 
play for the last time, in “La Dame aux Camelias”, seemed quite an event! to me. 
You have realized that my digression, as I have! in those few lines 
above, was to take advantage of those picturesque memories, & break the monotony 
of quoting my lecture at Columbia. That was all published at the time, in the Architectural Record. 
(There was, of course, no mention of Miss Cassatt, in it.) 
  The portrait of Mr. Mc Kim did show the searching, & not quite sure feeling of 
the detail in the center of sky-line: over the entrance of the “Morgan Library”, but for me, it 
shows every where, the scholar! & searcher for Walter Pater’s definition of beauty-“classical.” 
“Breadth, Centrality, Blitheness & Repose”. 
  Henry Bacon’s work is a good example of what I mean 
& to me, the model of the Lincoln Memorial, in his office, always looked like him. 
He & I were close friends. What don’t we owe to him, for all our Institute seals too! 
 
3) 
Your letter to me would make any member of the “American Institute of Architects”, 
feel like “searching within”, to see to what, & to whom, he owes the endowments, talents 
tastes, friendliness, humor, &c – To have had what Jacques Carlu (the now famous French 
Architect, who taught for years at “M.I.T.”) called “the miraculous career” of Welles Bosworth (at 
an address he made as “Guest of Honor”, at the “University Club” of Paris) 
Pondering how to best express my gratitude, & appreciation of the form you origin- 
ated so cleverly, in your letter to me, I said to myself “think how he the 
President, of those thousands of critical members, are going to take what he says” 
to me. I can only feel sure that every one of them, will share the joy 
that you have given to me, so generously! & so gracefully. 
  My first thought was of the younger members, & what I could say 
             meaning me 
to help them; & a “joker” would say, what does he look like? ^ So I can 
only send you with this a recent photo! taken at my “Villa Marietta” – Vaucresson S&O, France, 
just after I had completed a free-hand, two hour sketch of my ideas of a monument 
I am not allowed to speak of yet. I wanted a record of it, before shipping it. 
All my best friends say that the photo, taken by Mr. Sigler, of Kodak-Pathé, Paris— 
I have the negative & there are no patents or copyrights, but the sketch should not 
yet be published! 
  I have given no thought, to the comparisons that may be 
made of my letter, to yours! But when I say, that of all the Honors & medals I’ve 
received, even the latest, the gold “Medal of Merit” of the Highest order of Architects 
in France, the “S.A.D.G.” – nothing has meant so much to me, as your letter. 
I hope you may convey that, to the members of “the Institute”, so that every one of them, may get a  
Taste of how it feels to receive such a letter from you, the President. 
  I am, very truly, Welles Bosworth. 
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