) |Archivist's note: The photos referred o here~"wouid ~have
Q been returned to Mr. Benes at the time he was accepted.]
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FORM OF APPLICATION FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP,
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS.

- Lo the Secretary of the American Institute of}]rc/zz'tecz‘s :

] Sir: I respectfully apply for Associat/e/[ﬁembership in the American Institute of Architects.
carefully examined the Constitution and By-Laws of the Institute and a
and obey them. .

N\

gree, if elected, to honorabfy\m J

\_\

(Signature of applicant.)

We, the undersigned Fellows or Associates of the American Institute of Architects, have carefully

L4

examined the above statement, and believe it to be accurate. We know Ml%&

personally, are familiar with his professional work and practice and desire his
election as an Associate Member of the American Institute %chit ’
-

ﬁ‘i

o\

(The signatures
of three Institute
Members are here
required.)
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profession and honorable in all his dealings.

(Heve the camdidate — ++r s
may Secure the signa- ;
tures of residents in the |
city o7 fown wherein he — s T
is at present practicing. '

The address of each in-
dorser must Followy Ads  rTToTTTTITIITTIIImee e
nane.)
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[Archivist's note: The photos referred to here would have
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W. DOMINICK BENES

ARCHITECT
F A L A
1610 EUCLID AVENUE - PROSPECT.-HQ'(;

CLEVELAND

September 21, 1927.

‘::_ , 0-‘} ::) VN
e g iy '
Mr. Frank C. Baldwin, Sec'y ‘ Er O ENLD

The American Institute of Architects

TAFD.

Octagen House, S —

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. Baldwin:

How many Architects, members of
the Institute, that have worked 54 or more
years back of the drafting board, still
making their own preliminary sketches, scale
drawings, full size details, setc.

If not asking too much, I surely
would appreciate getting this data.

Sincerely yours,

W. D. BENES, Archt.

WDB:RE By v/ )

Formerly with -

Coburn, Barnum & Benes
Hubbell & Benes, and the past 2 1/2 years
W. D. Benes
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THE AMERICAN lNSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS : C@Pﬁf

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

September 26, 1927,

Bea.z‘ ik‘ 3&“
o %&ﬁw of September 21st is st hand, and I am sorry to say
we mna'b iw; yuu awn m Wﬁm’nn af ﬁw mbaz‘ of membere of

37 ;thﬂ?‘hamﬁtwﬁ Yiﬁg m-"m }nm h&ek af s drafting

’ﬁxa 54 smdsﬁm & Pogor t& m M ‘lharb isi%o way of knowing

[ ’:_‘l '\~ f"’ Tl s ,3 ga ‘;’i“ ‘,A i

| pwitireiy axeept by psraml chwk wi-zh svsry mhnr of the Inmatitute.

COPY TO
FILES

Am bringing your lsitsr ta m-. Btlém‘s a:ktcntian when he returns
a&a&t Gstaw lat, in case he wism t& aﬁpplmnt tha sbove.

s:::nsraly yours,

Executive Secretary.

¥r. %. B, Benes,
1610 Eueclid Avenus,
Clevsland, Ohio.

k=G

PRESIDENT  SECRETARY TREASURER
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FOR THE INSTITUTE ANNUARY OF 1929-1930

In the Annuary the appears after each Member's name the name of his firm—
'if he is associated with othdrs as a partner or legal member of the firm. We hope to have
the new Annuary entn‘ily cyrrect in this respect.

Please fill in and r turn this card not later than March 15th. Its non-return will
indicate to the Secretary‘s Office that you are practlcmg as an individual, and that your
address hereon is correct.

Name and address now on all records at The Octagon:

\/ neTired frort defove Lesirness oy Nov-/- 73927 o

| Eonclosed pease Jind anZick whik appeated e Chore/flarrd Pl Deatter
dr. W. Dominick benes, '

> North Miles Rd..,

s PA Chagrin Falls, Ohio.

Name of firm of which you are a partner or member:

(Give complete legal name of your parthership or firm)
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THURSDAY . NOVEMBER _

3, 1927

BENES RETIRESTC
SEE MARCH OF ART

Archité_ct; 70 and Robust,
Praises U. S. Trend in-
' Buildings.

W. Dominick Benes,, after watch-
ing American -taste develop for 54
years from the “Jlg-saw ' “houses of
the Gilded Age to the Lincoln Memo-
rial “in Washington, turned the key
in his office at 1610 Euclid Avenue
yesterday and retired from business
as a practicing architect.

Today, at 70, he is free. Best-of

all, - he is robust and.in excellent
-health. . He retires to ‘the sidelines
‘to watch architecture develop, to read

his enormous collection. of books on
religion, history and art, and to travel
—on foot.

““We -are getting better buildings

i s country today than we ever
had before,” he said. ‘‘And we’'ll
have still better bulldmgs in the fu-.
ture. The skyscraper is here to re-
main, but in the future we shall stop
building one high building up against
another so that none has light and
air.. .
“Popular magazines and the news-
papers -have been chiefly responsible
in improving American taste. Today
even the man on the street has some
conception of line and symmetry.

A1t wasn’t always thus. One of“the
big- battles of my life was trying to
build a decent house for a Cleveland
millionaire. I took my drawings out
and showed them to his wife and
daughter. They were perfectly sat-
isfied. - ’l‘hen the mllllonalre called
me In.

“ *Your dra.wmgs are a lot of junk,’
he said.. ‘I'm paying for this house,
and+I intend to have it like I
want. it.”

“He ‘&ka a piece of 'wrapping paper
and sketched out his scheme. It was
hideously impossible. ; .

‘“*There," he said, ‘that’s the kind
of & house you are going to build.’

*“‘'T'll be damned if I do,” I said,

. and I took my drawings back to thy

office. Later we reached a compro-
mise-and I built the house. But even
today 1 shudder. when I have ‘to
pass -it.’”"

For 40 years Benes was the per-
sonal architect for the late J. H.
Wade. For Wade he designed a mu-
sic room in the house at Euclid Ave-
nue and E. 40th Street, the yacht
“Wadena, the Wade Memorial Chapel
in Leke View Cemetery, and the resi-
dences and farm buildings on the
Wade estates at Thomasville, Ga.,

Tells Tribulations

and Gates Mill. }
Benes was born in Prague and

in Architect’s Life

W DOMINICK BENES

came to Cleveland with his parents

the age of 10.° He attended Brown
and. Mayfloyer Schools and the’ 6l
Oberlin Academy, which.he left i
his second year to study architectur:
under his uncle, John V. Benes: 0
Chicago. .

He was associated for twenty year:
with' the firm of Coburn & Barhum,
then with Coburn, Barnum & Bene:
then with Coburn, Barnum, Benes!
Hubbell. In 1897 this firm name be
came Hubbell & Benes, a partnershi
dissolved in 1925.

Benes has toured Europe severa.
times, always wandering aroun
cities on foot with a note book i
hand. _

Mr. and Mrs. Benes have fo
childrén, Mrs. Grace Robertson;
Rochester, N. Y.; Miss Clara Benes,;
Jerome H. and Mrs. Herman' W
Doll, -all’ of Cleveland.

Recently Benes bought 35 a.cres
North Miles Road, near Chagri
Falls, where he will spend much 'o
his time:
. His house is a copy of the hom
of John Howard Payne, the ‘“Hore,
Sweet Home' of the song, adapted
to modern needs. -
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ARCHITECT
F. A. L A.

PROSRECT-5% | .
CEBVEEAND A/o/;’/'{ Miks K. Chagrmn Talb (o
, Aopeterred s .
Hatch 30— /532

The Chegor — Mz;//éy?a‘/z 2. C.

THE A1 A. ;Q'
\ )\ THE OCTAGON

L smchony omy ol o ;4/5 o preaiie
Clschiibone. (Jlierse 7or b fas decome Lo . o s vear) S ngorred
% e AL A Ao /4 (o idts — iy waTled Hroom L Buysomess

S 25 mc//?c/y/z //ﬂ /fZ/—— V?J/dé't/ 2y SRy TIC e % cef/ffc% zSs . .
Co/wca/ Z 4 22 TET a5 ‘//‘zue supce W}/Qf Seen g 76 Ao .

Wil S de o8lged 7 giie o s Consuibag ko wn ondbr 7 comre
ey Fe clloss s st pi THE By -Lasys — . 106~ Friniry/~

Jec.Z, Svecin! Gnattons —

2. 2y persore o fias beon 2 sesnbior oA He Smerisan dthh o7
Setrecs m ood. s Torectieg /4% SO Zgoore %ﬂéf/z(f e age To— .
SAat) o 25 @a//ézﬁ}g S exerrtTl o o prayrerens of oces,
and shall e, all H2 prinbges o He GG - |
Lnedor mmemberstiyp oy s W Loyl Denes (Ceve) A por-Fgie..

Yoy Fuf S

/( /Zay/ 427;'4%4 AW SLAYIES C//y?//(

L



THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

COPY TO
FILES

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
“THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. CQPY

April 7, 1932,

Dear lr, Benes:

We have your letter of lMarch 30th, addressed to
Mr. Baldwin, in which you point out thet you were re-
tired in 1937, and inquire whether it will be necessary
for you to give up your work as a Consulting Architeot,
in order to retain your merbership in the Imnstitute,

‘ We do not believe that there will be any question
reised in regard to asoting in the capecibty of Comsulting
Arcéhitect, in so far as it relates to your Membership in
the Institute.

Probably most retired erchitects, becsuse of their
experience, are frequently oconsulted, and we do not be-
lieve that your case would he an exception, However, if
you désire a ruling on the question you raise, we will
pregent 1t to the Board of Directors.

We will not do so, however, unless you specifically
requests

Sinoerely yours,
Executive Seoretary.

¥re We Daominick Benﬂs. F. Ae I, A..
North Miles Hosd, )

Chagrin Fells, Moreland Hills,
Ohio.

KtHsB

PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS CbPY
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 13, 1932

Dear Mr. Benes:
L itmimimunanaill

In our letter to you of April 7¢h, responding to yours
of March 30th, we find that we failed to return to you, the
newspeper olipping which sccompanied your letter, as you
requested.

We hope you will pardon this oversight.

The elipping is returned, herewith.

Sincerely yours,

Exeoutive Secretary.

Mr. W. Dominok Benes,

North Miles Road,

Chegrin Fells, Moreland Mills,
Ohilo.

K/thg

Enc.

PRES‘*I'DENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS COPY

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 14, 1932

Dear ir. Beness

The Binutes of the April meetings of the Board of Directors
are in the prosess of preparation, and we shall soon be in a
position to write the formal letters.

#ith fegard to your applieation to be placed on the retirsd
list of members in The imerican Institute of Arehitects, and
exenpbed Prom the fubture payment of monuel dues, in order %o zlear
our record we would like to have & statement from you to the offect
that you are sevenly years of ago, or over.

Hay we not hear from you soon on this point?

Sincere ly yours,

Bzegutive Secretary.

¥r. ¥. Dominiek Benss,

Horth ¥iles Road,

Moreland Hills, Chugrin Falls,
Ohice

E/fhg

PBESINENT QECRETARY TREASIIRER

i T

o
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. COPY

Juhe 22, 1932.

Dear Mr. Benes:
R —

Thank you for your lstter of Juns 17th, advising that you
are seveabé'-ﬁve years of age.

May we not take this eopportunity to extend to you the con-
gratulations of the American Institute of Architeots and its
Officers, upon your recent saniversary.

The Minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors lave
been approved, and we wish to advise that the Board, by resolution,
placed you on the retired list of the Institute, eoffective Levember
31, 1932. |

This makes no change in yow status as an active membsr, ex-
cept that it relieves you of the payment of Institute duss.

By direction of the Secrstary.

Sincerely yowrs,

Executive Secretary.

My. V. Dominiock Benes,

Korth Miles Road,

Moreland Hills, Chagrin Falls,
Ohio.

K/fhg

PRECINKFNT SFORFTARY TRFASIIRER
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS . ~ . COPY

THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Jameary 3, 1936,

My dear lrs. Benes:
This will sclriowledgs and:

ERARE- ybu-Por your‘Tatter of

December Sth, rssponse to which has hsen deleyad on sccowmt of

Boerd and otnaz mee+inﬂs.:

It isﬁwith da ep regret that we learu of the death of

ﬁ;hhx, Ve Domxnick Benes, Institute Yerber of tha Claveland Chapter.

Key we take this opportunity to sxtend to you the sympathy of the

- Officers agd-Direétore of The Americen Institute of Architects.

If evailable, we would greatly sppreciate for the psrmenent
files of the Institute a short sketch or srticle on the life &nd
work of Mr. Benes.

Sincerely yours,

Executive Secretary.
Mrs. etilde F. Benes,
North ¥iles Roed, Morelsnd Hills,
Chegrin Faells, Chio.

K+B

PRRCINENT CECRPETARY TRFAVIRFR





