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To the Secretary of the American Institute of Architects, S . ;

s The Octagon House, Washington, D.
IR:

I hereby apply for Membership in the American Institute of Architects.
I hereby ;ﬁ t the following statements are correct:

Name O e Tk
Address 5‘:5’ W2 ////W@xw il 04 / %éd 2L

[Number arfd Street.]

[Clty] [State.]
Place and date of birth /M ﬁx)‘

Graduate in architecture

[If required in your case, give name of institutions and year.—Attach evidence of Diploma or Certificate of graduation

Holder of Scholarship in architecture
. [If required in your case, attach evidence.]

Passed the qualifying examinations of the Royal Institute of British Architects, or the examinations for the

first class of the Ecolé des Beaux Arts

If an Associate of a Chapter of the Instltute, glve name of chapter...

If practicing architect, firm name / 4/% (é /

Have been in practlce . years

If draughtsman, employed by

' [State pumber of years.] : :
Colleglate and office tralnlng____%ﬁe W W
Y /L Neate / /// 4. ZE@J% éz ) %W

1 have carefully exatdined the C@ nstitution and By-Laws of the Institute and the “Circular of Advice
Relative to Principles of Professional Practice and Canons of Ethics,” and I agree, if elected, honorably to
maintain them.

I further agree, if elected to membership in the American Institute of Archltects, that if at any time my
membership shall cease, either by my own resignation or by any action taken by the Institute, I will then, by
that fact, relinquish all rights of any character that I may have acquired by reason of such membership in the
property, real or personal, of the American Institute of Archltects, and of the Chapter of the Institute of
which I am then a member. -

[Signature of Appl‘icant.]

I hereby certify that the signer of this application was duly elected an Associate of the

[For use when the applicant is an Associate.]

Chapter, A. 1. A., on the following date. April 23, 1923

(Insert date of election to chgpter.] %‘4/"”\/
ﬁ( 3 C Secretary.

Southerm. California Chapter, A. I. A.

We, the undersigned members of the American Institute of Architects, have carefully examined the fore-
going statement and believe it to be correct. We know the applicant personally, and consider that his work

and practice warrant his admission to Membership. 5 i

- emrle Zrmeel

T e

(3) : XSG
[The signatures of three Institute Qﬁgn sare hererequired unless the applicant
has the unanimous endorsement 6f his Chapter, in which case certification to that
effect should be made above by the Secretary. Unanimous endorsement is that
endorsement in which each Institute member of the Chapter had an opportunity
to express himself by letter ballot either for or against the member proposed,
Lol R st and in which there are no negative votes. No other form of tnanimous endorse-
Lo e ment will be accepted.]
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS i

May 7, 1923
!
RESOLUTION EXECUTIVE COMYITTEE Pt
AUTHORIZ ING SUBMISSION OF NAME OF |
APPLICANT TO LETTER BATLOT FOR i:suak%
UNAN IMOUS ENDORCEMENT .

- WHERRAS:

applied for MEMBLBQHIP in this American Institute of Arohitectsz‘ahd/f”
. ( KN
WHEREAS: If is the sense of the Executive Committee of the: Ghapter\\

that said anplioant 1s entitled to the "unanimous endoreemenﬁ"

of the Ghap&er, as provided for in the rules of the American f”vff )
: 1=VM

Inetitut(e of Architects regarding election of MEMBLKS: therefore, be it\{
> s )

RESOLVEDa That the Executive Committee of, the Charmer under authorﬂ\ :

0\

N
1ty given by Sectlon 3 of Article IV of they by-laws of the Chapter >

s

does hereby authorime the Secretary to sent to each MEMBEE of the1

Chapter a letter ballot returnable on or before June 11, 1925./

Ny

Secretary ‘ A

I
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

TO EACH MEMBER:

The Executive Committee of the Chapter, acting under the rules of the American
Institute of Arch1tects and the authority vested in them by the By-Laws of the Chap-
ter, recommend the “unanimous endorsement” of the following applications for Insti-
tute membership, and request that you vote thereon.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER,
The American Institute of Architects
CHARLES F, PLUMMER, Seccretary.

To vote, place a cross in the “yes” or “no” column opposite the name of the can-
didate. Put the ballot in the plain envelope furnished. Write your name on the en-
velope, seal it and place in your own envelope and send it to the Secretary of the
Chapter.

No exhibits of executed work are required in any case when the applicant has the
unanimous endorsement of this Chapter, Unanimous endorsement is that endorsement
in which each Institute member of the Chapter has had an opportunity to express him-
self by letter ballot, either for or against the member proposed, and upon such ballot
no negative votes are received. BALLOTS must be returned to the Secretary on or
before June 11, 1923, .

LETTER BALLOT

“Unanimous Endorsement” of the Candidate for Institute Membershi
p

BEATTIE, RALPH O. ' © Yes No

555 N. Western Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif.

Born: Nelsonville, Ohio.

Office Training: Six years practicing architect.

Endorsers: Charles F. Plummer, Edwin Bergstrom, David J. Witmer.

KOESTER, JOHN V. . Yes No

1042 Leighton Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif,

Born: Philadelphia, Pa.

Office Training: Twenty years,

Endorsers: Charles F. Plummer, Edwin Bergstrom, Alfred W. Rea,.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

Resolution No. 563 o
June 11, /1923 P O

bV g
RESOLUTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEL ¢

DECLARING RESULT OF LETTER BALLOT FOR -
UNANIMOUS ENDORSEMENT OF MEMBER poo¥e

WHERREAS: Mr. Ralph O. Beattie, having his principal place of
business at 656 N. Western Ave., Los Angelss, Calif., having
regularly applied for membership in the American Institute of
Architects, and the Exscutive Committee, under authority of Section
S of Article IV of the By-lLaws of the Chapter having by resolution
authorized a letter ballot on such application from MEMBERS of the
Chepter,and
WHEREAS: The ballots cast have been duly canvassed this day by the
Executive Oommittoe,.the results of which are as follows:

Fumber of Votes Cast .- 44

Number of Votes Favorable 44

Number of Votes Unfavorable O
Therefore, be it
RESOLVED: That this Executive Committee does hereby suthorize the
Secretary of the Chapter to file the application, together with a
copy of this resolution, a copy of the resolution of this Committee
authorizing the letter ballot, and a copy of the letter ballot with

the Seoretary of the American Imstitute of Architects.

President ?;z&—(izzgiii147714~‘)

uecratary
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ARCHITECTS ENGINEER

Lorentz Schmidt, A.La. Godfrey Hartwell
CF.Boucher ’
H.G.Overend, AlLA.

=

]JORENTZ‘EkHﬂWHxDGQSCIO.
CARCHITECTS

516-522 F'OVRTH NATIONAL BRANK BLD G.
‘WicHarrA KANSAS
July 2,
1923,

Mr. Edward C. Kemper,
Executive Secretary, A.I.A.,
Octagon House,

Washington, D. C,

Re: Application, Ralph O.Beattie,
Southern California Chapter.

My Dear Mr., Kemper:

In Bulletin under date of July 16th I
notice the name of Ralph O. Beattie as an applicant for
membership in the Southern California Chapter.

I feel it my duty to the American Insti-
tute of Architects to protest against the admittance of
Mr. Beattie to the A. I. A. Mr. Beattie's conduct as
an Architect in Hutchinson was a disgrace to the Archi-
tectural profession and his admittance to the Institute
would be a mistake and one that would sooner or later
bring grief hecause of his actions. If necessary, 1
shall be willing to make specific charges for the in-
formation of the committee.

Very truly yours,

13:H

ﬂ,.
e
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C, CQP Y

July 30, 1923.
Wy dear Exr..ﬁ)ét::{/'

Pormit me to acknowledge your confidential letter
of Julvr 2Tth with regard to Mr. Ralph 0. Beattie, who 1t
an applicant for Institute membership in the territory of
the Southern alifornia Chapter.

The Institute intends to maintain its standards
in every respect, and it would be appreciated if vou
would send a supplementary letter stating specifically
the objections to lir. Beattie.

We oould then investigate fully and obtain re-
ports upon which the Institute Board might act with
fairness. In no case would your name be mentioned,

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Executive Secretary.

M¥r, Lorentz Schmidt,
Fourth Natl Bank Bldge.,
Wichita, Kansas,

H:VB
COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER




quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information-or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

THE KANSAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS
OFFICE OF PRESIDENT

Salina, KXansas,
July 30,1923

Edward C. Kemper, . B
Executlve Secretary,

American Institute of Architects,
Octogon House, '
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:-

My attention has been called to
the fact that in the July 16th Bulletln
from the A.I.A., Mr. Ralph O, Beattie's
name was listed as an applicant for mem-
hership in the southern California Chap-
ter.

I would like to enter a protest
against this man being admitted to member-

ship to the A.I.A. and trust you will so
record same in due form.

Yours very truly,

W5 HB




THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 3, 1923,

Uy dear ¥r, Shaver:~

Permit me to acknowledge your letter of Jul:;f 30,
which is a privileged commnication against !frs Ralph O.
Beattie, applicant for Institute membership,

The Tnetitute intends %o maintain its standards
in every respect, and it would be appreciated if you
would send & supplementary lstter stating specifically
the objections to lir, Beattle,

Ve oould then investigate fully and obtain re-
ports upon whisch the Institute Board might ect with fair-
ness, In no case would your nmms be mentioned,

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am,

Sinesrsly yours,

Fxeoutive Secretary.
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¥re. Churles . Shaver,
1475 South Santa Fe ivenue,
Salina, Xansase

K:VB

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

148

COPY
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T.C. SMITH
HAROLD T. ENGLISH

78

AR

ARCHITECT/

HUTCHINSON, KANSAS

July 28, 1923 : R

Edward C. Kemper
Bxecutive Secretary A.I.A.
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. Kemper:

The writer notices in a recent bullitin sent out by
the Institute that a certain Ralph 0. Beattie had petetioned
the California Chapter for membership in the Institute.

The writer has been personally acquainted with Mr. Beattie
for & number of years and therefore feels qualified to state
in a measure, at least, sométhing of his abilities and char-
acteristics. 7

I am positive that Mr. Beattie has never spent to exceed
a total of three years actual time in a drafting room and had
no preliminary training whatever pertaining to Architecture
btefore taking up draftiing room work. It is true that he
carriesg credit for having designed about three school build-
ings in Kansas over his name, but Mr. Beattie himself, had
no thing whatever to do with the designing and executing of
these jobs. This work having been done by a certain R, J.
Hamilton now in the employ of Lorentz Schmidt & Co, Wichita,
Kansas. This refers especially to jobs constructed at, Green-
sburg, Kansas; Zook, Kansarg, and Larned, Kansas. '

Am positive that careful investigation will show without
doubt, that Mr. Beattie has been very unethical, in fact, what
work he has done in Kansas, was secured principally because of
cutting fees and then employing other methode to equalize.

Mr. Beattie left Hutchirison about the first of this year for
California and investigation will further show that his finan-
cial dealings locally were very poor. JXor the above and other
irregular conduct the writer believes that he would make a
poor nember of the Institute.

HE/VEF




Y
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHlNgT()N. D. C. CQPY

August 6, 1923/

My dear Mr, English:=

Permit me to thank you for your intersst in
writing with regard to Mr. Ralph O. Beatiie)s epplice-
tion for Institute membership. A thoroeugh iﬁvoatigu—- |
tion has been started and the applicant will not be
sdmitted without the elosest scrutinys Your edmmnioca-
tion will be tremted as confidentinl, except that it

will go before the Board as & privileged letter.

Very truly yours,

Executive Seorstary.
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Mr, Harold T. Engliah, Archi.taat,
Hutehinson, Kansas.

K:B

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY Ti?EASU RER




T AR MANN T. M. GEROW
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ANNZ=z GERQOW po
_ARCHITECTS

OFFICE, ROOMS 722-721 RORABAUGH-WILEY BLDG.

PHONE 2156
HUTCHINSON, KANSAS

July 28th, 1923.

!

1 .
Mr. Edward C. Kemper, ;%ﬁﬁmh
Executive Secretary, L o
AMAmerican Institute of Architects,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The July 16th., bulletin shows the name of Ralph O.
Beattie as applicant for membership in the Southern Calif.,
Chapter.

It is my opinion that this man Beattie is not the type
of man who should be admitted into the A. I, A. During the
short time that he practiced architecture in Hutchinson he
contracted certain debts to merchants in this city and
endeavored to leave the city without taking care of same.

I have never been able to find that he ever had any
preparation or education in the architectural profession,
before he hurg out his "shingle", that would prepare him
for his work. I have been informed that he accepted money
from a contractor to whom he awarded a contract.

In view of the above facts, I believe that he should
not be accepted as a member of the American Institute of
Architects. '

TG : MB (::;4;))k}7‘<fé52;/1jd—<>g}\\ V}

1/
7
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PRESIDENT

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 6, 1923,

My Mr ¥r, Gerow:w

Permit me to thank yeu for your interest in
writing with regard to Mr. Ralph D, Beattis's sppli-
oation for Institute membership. A thorough investi~
gation has been started and the appzimgt will not bea
admitted without the closest Berutiny, Your ocmmuni-
sution will bs treated as confidential, sxsept that
it will go bafore the Board as & privilaged leliter.

Very truly ypurs,
Exegutiva Searotary.
¥Mrs Te Mo Gerow,

722 Rerabaugh-Wiley Bldge,
Hutehinson, Kansas.

K:B

SECRETARY TREASURER

COPY
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KANSAS CHAPTER P b o b
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS i R S ‘
OFFICE OF THE SECKXUSKX Lii o e *
President . [ AR ;
i !
AL e g
M""‘v‘ P - e

Lawrence, Kansas,
July thirty-first, t 2 2 3

Ky dear Mr. Kemper,-

Ralph O. Beattie is 1listed as an appli-
cant for membership in the Southern California Chapter.
While I know hoéhing personally about him, I do know
that the Kansas Chapter would refuse him membershlp,
the Kansas Soclety of Architects did refuse him mem-
bership, and he seems to be held pretty generally in
disrepute. I was recently told that he left this
state owing some of his superintendents, and that be-
fore he because an architect he was considered a shady
builder.

If necessary I believe I could get
direct information about him from his former partner
and from members of our chapter practicing in his form-
er town of Hutchinson.

In view of his reputation I protest
against his admission to membership in the Institute
unless these various charges against him can be cleared.

Very truly yours,

President of the

Kansas Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects.

T
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS g
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. ‘ CQPY

Auguzt 7, 19230
L

My dear Mr, Goldamithie

T™is will moknowledge vours of July 31 concern=
ing Mr. Beatiie. : .

Thera have been other strong objestions to him
and the Southern Califernia Chapter has been fully ine
formed and asked to make a report.

Your letter with the others, and the report of the

Chapter will be most earefully aonsidered before any
- action on his name - this at the Fovember Board Meeting.

Very truly yours,

Exesutive Secretary.

¥r. Goldwin Soldamith, Pres., Kansas Chapter,
Mmeriean Institute of Arehiteots,

306 Marvin Hall, University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kxnsas.

K:B

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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CHAS. W.SHAVER, ARCHITECT

MEMBER OF
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS AND KANSAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

147% S. SANTAFE TELEPHONE 2664
SALINA. KANSAS,

August 6,1923 %”;}b
l

Mr. B, C, Kemper, Executive Sec'v., AUy 1s 7%
American Institute of Architects,

Octogon House, B
Washiggton,DiC. Co s

Dear Mr. Kemper:-

I have yours of August 3rd asking that I
supplement my letter of July 30th with a more
complete explanation of my ohjections to Mr,
Beattie's being admitted to membership in the A.T.A.

Possihly I had overlooked the fact that
I should have heen explicit in this matter, if
I entered eany ohjection at a8ll, T frankly admit
thet I have no definite instences in mind that
would discredit Mr. Beattie, but my impressions
have heen founded merely upon his apparent rep-.
utation among the Kansas architects. I cite Mr.
Lorentz Schmidt of Wichita and Mr. Harold Lnglish
of Hutchinson as two Kansas members of the A,I.A,
who have personally expressed themselves to me
regarding Mr. Beattie. While the opinion of these
two men should possibly not he mine, yet the
integrity of these gentlemen is of such standing
that I would not guestion the veracity of their
remarks regarding Mr, Beattie.

Any other reports that have come to me
concerning Mr, Beattie have been more indirect
and 2re not the hasis of my objection to his ad-
mittance to the A.I.A.

Sincerely yours,

CYS:HB

e
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. CQPY

August 13, 1923.

My dear Mr, Shaveri-

Poermit me to scknowledge your
sonfidential letter of August &th with regard to
Mre Ralph O+ Beatile, and to thank you for writing.

Very truly yoursy

Excchtive Seoretarys

Nr. Cherles W. Shaver,
147k 8. Santafe,
S8alinm; Kensese

KB

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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ARCHITECTS ENGINEER
gcérenrz Schmidt, ALa. Godfrey Hartwell

. Boucher
H.G Overend, AlA.

' sreon — F
H - . P

|

LoruNtz ScammT (& C o, AUG 131825
CRRCHITE TS

516-522 OVRTH NATIONAL BANK BLDG.

‘WicHITA KANSAS
August 8, 1923.

)

N

Mr. E. C. Kemper, Executive Sec'y,
American Institute of Architects,
Washington, D. C.

Re: Ralph O. Beattie.
Dear Mr. Kemper:

Replying to your letter of July
30th regarding my specific objections to
Mr. Beattie as a Member of the Americen
Tlistitute of Architects, wish to state
that Mr, Beattie could not qualify under
the requirement of professional capacity,
neither could he qualify under the require-
ment of honorable personal and professional
standing.

Mr. Beattie is incompetent: He
is dishonest and not trustworthy. His con-
‘duct as an Architect in Hutchinson was a
disgrace to the Profession.

Ls.D
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

et 13, 1923,

My dear m',..:i Schmidbgm

| Pormit me to acknowledge yoﬁr conw
fidentinl letter of August Bth with regard to Mre
Ralph O« Beattle, and to thank you for writlng.

Yery truly yours,

Bxecutive Seoreteyy.

Yr, Lorentz Sohmidt, )
6516-622 Fourth Hational Bank Bldge,

€} ]

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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PRESIDENT

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 6, 1923.

My dear M¥r. Plusmneri-

‘ With regard to the applieation of Mr. Ralph O
Beattie for eleotion to membership in the Institute in
the Seuthern Californim Chapter, the Seeretary's sffioce
ia in reveipt of a privileged communieation, from an
Instituls member, which states in substance asz follows:

The applioant &s by no means the kind
of man whe sheuld be aduitted to the Ingti-
tutss When he practiced architesture in
Kanska he attempted to mvoid hia just debts
to tradespeeple, and attempted to leave thc
State without paying them.

Se far as is known the applioant has had
no adequate praparation or edusation for the
practice of architesture. It is said that
he aocepted meney from & contractor for the
award of a contravk.

Mr. Beatile's applicatien will be held up for the
Hovember Meoting of the Board and in the meantime it would
be appresisted if you would send the ommwment of the Fxeou-
tive Committen of the Seuthern Californis Chapter én the
abowve sharges. Such report would be for the guidanoe of
the Inatitute Beard and would be treated ms strietly oon-
fidentially.

Very truly yours,

. Executive Secretary,
¥r. Chase F. le‘,
W. P. Stery Bldg.,

K:B

SECRETARY TREASURER

7
COPY
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. ' C@PY

August 6, 15234

My dear Mre Plumer:-

With further reference to the application of Ralph
O« Beattie for Institute membarship, an Institute member
in Kansas writes in substance as follows:

~ The writer has been personally acquainted
with the spplicant for a number of yeara.
He ia pBaitive that the appliomnt has never
spent mare than three years ametual.time in-
% drafting room and thet he had no preliminary
training vhatever to qualify him to praotioe
architesture.

While he has eredit for designing some school
buildings in Kansma the astual work of design-
ing and executing was dene by othors. The
bulldings were taken on & eut fee and other
methods were smployed to make up the difference.
¥r. Beattle left a recerd of unethioal dealing
not enly in the practioce of ardhitecture but

in his every day finaneial transsotiona.

The gamment of the Executive Comnittse of the South-

ern Callfornia Chapter woyld be appresiated and will be treat~
- o4 as confidentinl. -

Yory truly yours,

Executive Seeretary.
Mr. Chas. F. Plumer,
We Ps Stery Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Calif.

K:B

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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PRESIDENT

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C.

September 22, 1923.

liy dear Mre Plummer:

There will beon be & meating of the Institute
Board of Directors, and I take the liberty of writing
again with regard to the application of Mr. Rslph O.
Beattie, who if elected would be assigned to the South-
arv California Chapter.

A privileged communication against him was sube-
mitied to you in our letter of August 6, and the Board

would much appreciate the advice of the Exeocutive Com-
mittee of the Chapter before taking action.

Very truly yéurs,

Ixecutive Seoretary.

Mre. Chas. Fo Plummer, Secretary,

T™he Southern Calif. Chapter, Ae Te A"

#e Pe Story Bullding, -
Los Angeles, Calif.

KB

SECRETARY TREASURER
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R IRECTORS
C. E. NOERENBERG, ONE YEAR
D. G. ALLISON, TWO YEARS
EDWIN BERGSTROM., THREE YEARS

SUMNER P. HUNT, PRESIDENT
A. M. ZDELMAN, VICE PRESIDENT
CHAS. F. PLUMMER. SECRETARY
ALFRED W, REA. TREASURER

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER é O,
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

1108-09 W. P, STORY BUILDING
LLOS ANGEIES, CAL.

September 26, 1923.

Mr. E. C. Kempoer, Executive Secretary,

American Institute of Architeots, N
Octagon House, N
Washington, D. G,

Dear Sir:

Replying to yours of the 21st, insts, in regerd to the application of
John V. Koester for Institute Membership:

I wrote you on September 18th in regard to applications of both Mr. Koester
and Ralph O. Beattie, which letter you have probably received.

You will note by this letter tlat we recommend Mr. Koester for Inst itute
Membership, but that the application of Mr. Beattie is held up unt il we get
further information. S R T

Since writing thls letter of Sept. 18th to you I have had another communication
from 2 bank in Hutchinson, Kansas, but it contained very little informtion.
Therefore, I have written the Secretary of the Kansas State Chapter asking him
to look into the matter. The two reports that I have received from Hutechinson,
Kansas, state that Mr. Beattie's financial responsibility was satisfactory as
far as his deals with the bank were concerned, but that they know nothing of
his standing as an architest. As soon as I got this information I will forward

it to you immediately.

Secrets Tye |

Yours truly,

CFP/R
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EXTRACT FROM MR, PLUMMER'S LETTER OF 9-18-23
giving report on John V. Koester,-and also
commenting on R, O. Beattie-as follows=-

Full report on Beattie forthcoming
from Mr, Plummer,

"] have been in touch with the First National Bank of Hutchin=-
son, Kansas, and have received a report that Mr, Beattie did business
with them for a short time as a depositor and that during that time
they arranged a small loan for him, which he took care of promptly.
Outside of that they were not able to give me any informetion on his
ability as an architect, or to his standing in the community as a man,

However, I have written to another party and expect to get further in-

formation which I will send on immediately on receipt of same,"
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November 26, 1923.

My dear Mr. Plumuer i=

wWith further reference ito the application of !ir. Ralph O.
g&;ie, and his proposed assigmment to the Southern California Chap-
ter the event of election, I beg to advise that the matter came up
at the recent Bonrd Meeoting where it was directed that a hrief sumary
of the various privileged communications against the applicant be soht
to the Southern California Chapter for report.

Objeetions againat Mr. Beattie have been received from Ine
stituteo members, and theaz are quite briefly summarized below: '

(1) Applicant hay a mostv undesirable reputatlon armong the archi-
tacts who know him.

(2) Applicant has been personally known to the objector for a
number of years. He has no preliminary treining whatever pertaining
to architecture except a few years in the draliing room. York cradited.
to the applicant was really designed by other people. Applicant has
been very unethical in outting fees and then euploying other mothods
to equalize. His financiul denlings locaily were unsavory; anl for
these and other reasons, the obgector objeots.

(3) The applicant is not the type who should be admitted to the
Institute. He endeavored to vvade his obligations to merchents and
othors in Hutchineon. He is not adequately educuted, and is said to
have uccepled woney from a contructor to whom he awarded m coniract,

(4) The applicant could not possibly obtain adnission to the
Kansas City Chapter, and he was refused membership by the Imnsus Socioiy
of Architvcis because of his disreputable reputation. DBefore becoming
an architect, he was considered a shady builder. In view of his general
repuiation, he should not be admitted. :

(6) The applicant could not qualify under the requircments of
professional capacity, and noither could he qualify under the require=
meats of honerable parsonal and professional standing. le is dishonest,
incompetent and untrustworthy, His conduct as an architect in Hutchinson
was 0 disgrace to the professions

COPY TO
FILES PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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Outside of the mbove, we have no information cancerning
the spplicant. The case has been scheduled for final action at the
Exeoutive Meeting early in February, by whioh time we hope to have
the report of the Exeoutive Committee of the Southern Galifrrnie
Chapter. It will be treated as sirictly confidentials

Very truly yours,

Erecubive Decretary.

‘Mr. Charles Fe. Plummer, Secretary,
Southern California Chapter, A. I. 4.,
We Pe Story Building,

Los Angeles, Californias

¥:B
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Telogram '

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED |~~~

Iinj Letter

Night Messige

Night Letter -

‘Patrons should mark an X -oppo-
site the class of service desired;
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A
FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

~ Time Filed

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE:PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms oo o A IR . ‘
" on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to S ' - . l -

v ‘,‘  ' f ﬁybrgsry‘zv;.lﬁaﬁ;‘ /

y

Mr, Gharlcl F. Plummot. Formnr Saerotary. - | '«
Sauthorn California Chapter, A.l.A., '
. P, 8%ory Bnilding. Los Angeles, Calif-

Please tolagvsph me care of Charles A, Fuvrot niberniu Building ch
Orleans Louisians not later than March Fourth Chapter's verdiot on
applicatiton of Ralph O, Desttie. Geo our letter November Twent #ixth,
This omse ought not e be Kept pending any longer. and telegraphic ad-

. vioce from Chapter would aid Institute Exeoutive Committee in waldng
final diqponitlon of nas,

CHARGE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARGHITECTS,
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" E ¢ KEMPER | \
B ~ CARE ChARLLS A FAVROT HIBERN.T_AN “BLDG NE SWORLEANS IA
\.HAPTER HAS INVLSTIGATED  THOROUGHLY - BY CORRESPOI\TDJLNCL ALL

. umaumlow AGAINST RALPH O BEATTIE AND CAN FIND NO BASIS FOR -

———

.'i.lEXCLUbION FROI INSTITUT}L WHATSOEVER STOP ALLEGATIONS SER{ TO. BE |
IADE ONLY ENCAUSE oP PERSONAL SPITE STOP THLRLFORu UPON REQUEST oF
”mu CHAPT&R 4S5 DIRECTOR I ROPE FAVORAELE ACTION WILL BE TWKEN .
‘ON ELEC LION OF MR 'RALPH O BEuT'l‘Ih TO THE INSTI{TU%

| ,,@W,IN_ BERG_&TKOM, | ' |
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laroh 26, 1924.

Uy desr Hr, Beatitleiw

Acting for the leoretary, I am pleused to advise you
of your election to lembership in the Ameriocan Instituto of
Architeots, effective laroh 4, 1924,

You h&ve been assigned to the Southern Cslifornia
Chapter as an Inatitute lember in good stending therein,
and the Jeoretary of the Chapter so notified,

The enclosed statement covering dues for the laat three
quarters of the current year ahould receive your early attenw
tion.

Iy I take this opportunity to say that the office of
the Seoretary at the Octagon ia for the service of every
Institute Mewber. Should the occesion arise we shall be
;iad to give you our best cooperation.

Cordially yours,

Ixecutive Locretary,

lir, Ralph O. Deattie,
865 No. Yestern Avonue,
Los Angelos, California,

KiVvB

IENCL
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MILTON B. MEDARY, JR., PRESIDENT, PRILADELPHIA FRANK C. BALDWIN, SECRETARY, WASHINGTON, D. C.

WILLIAM EMERSON, 15T VICE-PRESIDENT, BOSTON EDWIN BERGSTROM, TREASURER, LOS ANGELES

EDWARD C. KEPER, Exscufif sfsmerame; WRYBHTY PG T TUTE

SRORITECTS

C. HERRICK HAMMORND, 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT, CHICAGO

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
WASHINGTON, D. C.

November seventeenth - e
1 9 2 6 )

My dear Kemper,-

Ralph O. Beattie iIs in the Annuary as a
member of the Southern California chapter.

The Kansas Chapter, by means of letters
from Lorentz Schmidt and myself as president, and per-
haps others, protested violently against hls acceptance.

The Board d4id not ask for further informa-
tion from us and we assumed that our statements as to hils
qualifications and character had been sufficient to keep
him from membership. Now we find he 1s in.

The man was a crooked builder, too erooked
to succeed. He joined with a former clerk of the school
board of Hutchinson (previously a barber) and they became
architects,. He was too cerooked for his partner and they
geparated, Beattie leaving town, I am told, owlng money.
I have heard that since going to California he went through
bankruptcy proceedings to clear himself, probably in order
to get into the Institute.

Kansas is disgusted. We are guilty of
violating the code of ethics and so are not properly fit
for Institute membership, and this man who 1s utterly
unqualified in elther skill or character, a man Kansas
chapter utterly repudiates as an architect and would not
for a moment consider as a member, becomes a member of the
Institute in good standing, over our protests.

Do the minutes of past Board meetings show
any reason why he should have been elected in splte of
our protests and without further consultation with the
president of the Kansas chapter?

- N
AR R ) .
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November 26, 1926

Dear Mr. Goldsmith: -

This is the first opportunity to respond to yours
of the 17th concerning the case of Rulph 0. Beattie. He
wes slected after long consideration by the Board, and
after complete reports from the Southern Celifornia Chapter.
They highly endorsed him and urged that he be elected, The
sntire correapondencse in the Beattle case, including lettera
from members of the Kensams Chapter, oame tbefore the Board
with his applioation at the time of his eleotion.

Am 8o pressed with Board schedule work that I as not
writing at length, but will have all the correapondence in
this case here, should you wish to look it over in Washinghon.

With best regards, | |

Yours sincerely,
Bxeautivd Secretary.

¥r, Goldwin Goldsmith,
University of Kansas,
Lawrsnocs, Kangase.

E/FHG
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Februery 7, 1029

Dear lr. Beattie:

COPY

Tt is with regre that we write to udvise you of the terninetion
of your membership in the American Institute of Architeets, and in

the Southern Californie Chapter, effective December 51,

1928.

This action results from the oporation of the Dy-iaws of the In=-
stitute which, in 1928, required that the rembership of the member
who owed for morc than one vear be terminated, after due notice.

The By-laws now in effect - as changed &t the last C

onvention =

give but one year for the paywent of dues, becsuse the Institule has
fourd that it cennot carry ou its activities without proupt peyient

by every nerber.

If you will permit, we wish to suy that the Treasurer, und the
Officcrs of the Institute oxceedingly regret to loso your weubership

for financiel reasons. They hope thet at some futurc da
reconsider, and decide to again affiliate with the /perican

of irehitcets and the Chapter in your courmnity.

fy direction of the lecretery.

ir, ¥mlph ¢, Besttie,
4516 Saturn 5t.,
Los Angales, Calif,

Y-8

COPY TO
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Sineorely yours,

Txocutive Decretury

te vou will

ingtitute
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THE OCTAGON, WAS}iINGTON, D. C.

December 14, 1945

Dear Mr, Beattiet 7

Hegponding to your letter of December 10, we are glad
to learn that you are interested in again becoming a member
of The Institute.

From our records we find that your membership lapsed
on December 31, 1928, at which time you owed $37.50 for

~ Institute dues for one-~half of 1927 and 1928, There may

also be outstanding indebtedness for chapter dues,

‘ Before an application for readmission may be acﬁed upon,
any 1indebtedness for Institute and chapter dues should be
paid in full, ‘ : :

Readmission procedure is simple, All that is necessary
is & letter addressed to The Secrestary of The Institute
requesting readmission, and stating that you are a registered,
practicing architect, and enclosing check for back dues, plus
$30.00 - $5,00 of which is for the readmission fee and $25.00
for one year's I@stitute dues in advance.

Further procedure is then teken care of by this office,

Please let us know if we can be of any asgsistance,

Sincercly yours,

Executive Secrztary,

ECK:ekp' .

Mr, Ralph O, Beattie, Architect
4282 Elmer Avenue -
North Hollywood, California

PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER






