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last year there was one case. Rec-
ord of police calls shows average
of 30 per year prior to acquisition,
and for the past year there have
been 2. You will note that social
and contagious diseases compara-
tives should also be taken into ac-
count.

My information leads me to state
that the above-citeéd cases of Ches-
ter are fair average examples of
what has taken place in the dev'eL
opment of the Public Housing
Program ‘throughout the country.
Mr. Killam specifically calls at-
tention to the projects of the Phila-

T may interest you to know some-
I thing of what I am doing, or
rather, for the immediate present,
what is being done to me.

This letter is being written un-
der complete field conditions. I am
sitting under an apple tree in Nor-
mandy on an ammunition box and
writing on my knee. Within four
feet is my pup tent and bedroll,
and four yards away a very im-
portant and much used foth)le;

and our best friend, the amphibious
helmet which, in addition to act-
ing in a protective measure, is our

delphia Housing Authority! Su
sequent to receipt of the abovi
mentioned figures of the Chest
Program, my investigation of t
Philadelphia situation has lead
to conclude that its picture in d
tail is very similar to the figures
1 have recorded above for Chest :
Recognizing the foregoing, 1t 1
not inconceivable that by pursuing
such a program to its ultimate con:
clusion, on the basis of a compre
hensive master city plan, the ta ’
of such privately owned dwellin
units as exampled by Mr. Killam
might be substantially reduced.

SoutH TEXAS IN NORMANDY
By Capr. Wiiriam A. McEiroy

washbasin, our laundry tub, sea
wastebasket, hammer-shovel. Ov
by the hedge, carefully camo
flaged, are our jeeps and tn.lc
and further down are the enlist
men.
Our first night here we w
within a few miles of the b
" lines and for the next few
the roar of large and small
was continuous, day and night.
were never previously instru
in the proper use of the foxh
but under the stress of intense
aircraft barrage from Bofors
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machine guns, and with shell frag-
ments dropping around you, it is
stonishing how quickly one at-
ains a proficiency in its use. On
y first dive I went without shoes
nd in underwear only. I at-
ibute the shaking of my knees
and chattering of my teeth to that
ondition. Other members of the
etachment have not been so char-
able in their appraisal. The sec-
nd time that night I put on my
lothes, and the third time I left
em on the rest of the night.
ne of the officers said he put a
garette in his mouth to ease his
erves, but his teeth were chat-
ng so actively that he couldn’t
p it theree. We have become
d-timers” now and, except for
ecially severe shrapnel, we stay
bed and put our helmet over
- head until Jerry moves on or
k in his planes. The other day
were sitting under some apple
s listening to a lecture. Nearby
e enlisted men were putting up
arge tent for our use during
y weather. A sudden and vio-
burst of ack-ack guns inter-
ted, and we grabbed our hel-
s and looked just in time to
German plane go down in
es nearby. The funny part
that the tent was riddled with
from the shrapnel. A couple
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of men were injured slightly but
not enough, I think, to receive the
purple heart.
It was our good fortune to have
a grandstand seat recently, so to
speak, at the “greatest show on
earth.” It was the occasion of the
concentrated attack of 3,000 planes
against the enemy lines. The day
was clear, and at about 9:30 a.m.
the Forts and Liberators, with their
umbrella of P-39’s, etc., started
coming over in endless formations.
We could see them approach, silver
birds in the sunlight, pass over-
head and on to the front lines. We
could plainly see the anti-aircraft
fire, and here and there one or
two planes go down in a trail of
smoke. Bombs are dropped and the
planes turned back, to be followed
by others and yet others. For two
and a half hours this continued.
For nineteen months I was con-

nected with Area and Post Engi-
neers. I have been, for the past
six months, because of engineering
and language experience, in Civil

Affairs in charge of public works

and utilities. Unfortunately, the

language I had some knowledge of

was not of any use to me, and for

months I have studied German. I

have, for the past two months
studied French (rather unsuccess-

fully). How unsuccessfully I real-
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ized only last night when I found
myself in a French farmh(?use
drinking cider and with a cute little
French girl on my knee—only eight
years old, I assure you, else 1 should
probably not have been at such a
loss to know what to do. As it
was, I looked at her, she looked at
me. I smiled, she smiled; I patted
her hair and in my best French
asked her her name. She didn’t
understand me. She said some-
thing to me which I didn’t under-
stand. Her mother tried to ex-
plain and I didn’t understan:fl her.
So I gave up that domestic ap-
proach, or at least that phase. Well,
I do like cider, and my fellow offi-

Tug METRIC SYSTEM

By Joun J. KuaBERr, New York

HERE has recently been much

-agitation for the general use
of the metric system in place of
our present system of weights and
measures. ‘The proposition has been
in A.IA. Chapter
meetings, and some of them, nota-
bly the New York Chapter, of

brought up

which T am 2 member, have passed

cters. In a word, the present
ystem is so deeply rooted in our
abits that conversion would be
ong and costly.,

And would we really gain much
y it? Has anything been gained
y calling motion picture film 35
illimeters instead of 134 inches?
ven the French, who invented
e metric system, have never fully
ccepted its Inhuman perfection.
)n my last visit to Paris, not so
1y many years ago, I still found
e being sold by the chopine and
le demi-setier, beer by the bock,
getables by ‘the livre, grain by
¢ quintal—all survivals from the

cer (who speaks French even Wolrse
than the natives) and I are going
back this p.M. on invitation. The
poor lady’s husband has been 2
German prisoner since the 1941
debacle—which is true of so many,
‘We console them all we can. ‘
Our detachment is composed of
20 officers and 22 enlisted men,
We have ten British among t
officers and all are specialists
their line. Our e.m. are especially
high-class, college graduz%tes, 1
guists—one of them be‘mg 4l
to speak seven languages fluen
This is our toughening-up proc
prior to our taking over our
partment.

Books &°

t ConprTioN oF Mawn. By
ewis Mumford. 478 pp. 6”x
4”. New York: 1944: Har-
urt, Brace & Co. $5.

hird in the notable series that
udes “Technics and Civiliza-
" and “The Culture of Cities”,
volume is a revelation and an
iration. Was it Theodore
sevelt who said that the height
his ambition was to write a

1y of civilization? Mumford’s

ally superior to English measu
However, the practical difficul
of its introduction have not b
given sufficient consideration.
our land records, our maps,
record drawings of buildings
public works, our shop draxzvi
are dimensioned in feet and in
and drawn at scales that coul

Ll e

remote past. To say nothing of
the sou, also a medieval unit, and
still the common coin in which
small transactions are measured,
though legally non-existent.

We already use the metric sys-
tem in foreign ‘trade, except, of
course, with the British Common-
wealth. But foreign trade has al-
ways been a small part of our
economy, and is likely to remain
so for a long time to come. Per-
haps, therefore, we would do bet-
ter to use the measures to which
we have so long been accustomed,
and leave the attainment of per-
fection to our grandchildren.

Bulletins

the vast powers that are now his
to command—provided he be
strong enough, wise enough, virtu-
ous enough, to exercise command.”
After a survey of man’s past—that
survey astonishing in its erudition
—tracing the impacts of the
church; capitalism, protestantism,
militarism, scientism, romanticism,
mechanization and democracy,
Mumford ventures a theme for the
future, a future in which an age

easily be converted to the m
system. Our products an.d
rials are standardized in size
are easily expressed in feet
inches; far less easily in

conceived fifteen years ago,

of expansion is giving place to an
_been to ‘give a rounded in-

age of equilibrium. ‘“The theme
for the new period will be neither
arms and the man nor machines
and the man: its theme will be the
resurgence of life, the displacement
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resolutions supporting it. It seems
to me, however, that there is some-
thing to be said on the other side.

There is, of course, no dou.bt
that the metric system is theoretic-

tn man, and to show what
ges in his plan of life are neces-
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