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GEORGE WATERVAN CADY, F. A. I. A.

AN ADDEESS HRFORE THE R. L. CHAPTER
AL A
IRCEMBER 11, 1906,

*‘“"""000"'""""

We are here to devote an evenling to tho memory of {wo
of our professional brethren‘wha, this last summer, lﬁft thg
works forever. , | | ‘ , ‘

And, although they whom we commemorate wers quite dif-
ferent, as men will differ, in all but thelr devotion to their
profession, it is a happy elroumstance which joins them thus
in the minds of thelr fellow architects.

o For these two men represented, as nons others in the
Chapter Ald or could, the two opposite poeles of the profession,
the past and the future, the old traditional building of Rhode
Island, based on construction and lonely technical study by can-
dle light, and the new American architecture, based on the fin~
¢est academic tralining, on foreign travel, and on the largest
observation.

For ¥r. Cady was the last of our self-trained arehi-~
teets. In deing honor to him, as we dmlag‘thia aveuing, we,dp
honor %o @ leng line of men whom he, as the last, as one fﬁllen
on late times, still represented,- to William Carpenter, John
dmith. the Mason, Eliezsr Whipple, housewright, Caleb Ormsbes,
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John H. Green®, and James CO. Buoklin.

It was a long and honorable caresr which closed on the
ninth of August, 1906, when George Waterman Cady died at his
home in Longmeandow. Born in Providence, August 27, 1825, he
was thé mon of the Bev. Jonathan Caﬂy'and:his wife, Rliza Pettey.
His father was & prominent man in the town of that day,~ pastor
of the ald‘?auﬁﬁain Street Methodist Chureh, and of several
other churehss of that denomination. |

| ¥r., Cady's education was begun in a grivake gchool in

Providence- whaésvi'e&nna% aéy- snd was completed axythﬂ‘Lewall
Séminary; in Yassachusetts.

| We £ind him, after the elose of his school days, as &
¢lerk in & whalesﬁla'ship'Ehandlary. Thiz sort of work wes not
to his taéta,‘howéver, We had & mind and he meant to use it.
e was naturally more of a meker or a doer of things than a
trader. He turned ta‘méaieiﬁe and began studying, as the cus-
ton then was, with an establighed physician, & Dr. Waberman.
Thia careey was'alaseé, however, by the tempest of the Dorr ¥ar
which caused Mr. cady's patron and instructor teo flse to ansth-~
or state. ' - |

| Toft thus, without any oceupation, Mr. Cady' peemg not
1o have sought any further imstruction in.mediaine,fthﬁugﬁ he
never lost hisg interest in it, Te at onoe ﬁppf&ﬁtiﬁed nimselfl
to Alexander Williams, a builder of Prawidehae, who appears in
the Directory of 1841, with 3 shop at 104 Broad Street.

il
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Plain carpenter work, however, he 4id not follow very
long. TWhen first "out of his $ime” with Williams- he bought
the last six months from hig master- he was called upon to
bnild‘én hotel at 8clo, Wew York, but when %hiﬁ was done he
went to work for the Sweet brothers, stair-builders. Stair-
building, under the impetus of the fashionable cireular flights,
had come to reguire more knowledge of drawing and of degerip~
tive geometry than any other branch of the building eraft. It
1@& ¥r. Cady, then, in the direetion in'wﬁiéh ne naturally would
go, and that the t?ainiﬁg was aﬁ%‘last, the designing and builde
ing, in 1860, of the Joseph Fletcher house, now the Lying-in
Rospital, glve evidence,

Wy, Gaﬁ&, however, was not yet ready to give uﬁ'the
agtual cansﬁruotion of buildings. He was still in the path
of John Greene énd of Tuoklin in his earlier yaars. He pur-
chased the shop and machinery of C. Yauﬁg, on the corner of
Charles and Smith streets, sbout 1861, aﬂd-%ﬁan,'&'year ar}sa
1a£ar, this wus burned, he built a ghop on the present State
Touse ground, on Gaspes Street,

In 1869, he handed this shop over to his brother and
gon and launehed out upéﬂ'tha future work of his life, the prac-
tice of arahiﬁeetgra, not as & eraft but as a profession.

Yr. Cudy began his new work with an office in a ﬁuild-
ing next to the Universalist cﬁureh,‘an Westminster Street,
where the Boston Store now stands. Hers he d@sigﬂﬂd~&nd car~

risd out the Burgess Building, just opposite, now 230 Westmine
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star Street, & granite front characteristie of those days.
Into this he moved his stelier and here he remained till, in
1882, he found quarters in the Barstow Building, on Weybosaset
Btreet, next to the building he had erccted for Wm. H. Hall.

After the Barnaby fire, Ifr. Cady was called in for the
rebuilding, as the architeet of the original struotures. At
this time he also built the Gesgpee Bullding, in the plasw of
the brown stone store so long associated with Henry T. Reet.
Into this Gaspee Building he moved his office, and here it re-
mained 411 his death.

In . his long life, and amid all his professlional work,
¥r. Cady found time for many other useful activities. e wus
mioh interssted in military affairs, saw something of pelitics,
and 4id exsellent service as & fireman in the old days of the
volunteers. But on that side of his life, however interesting
and inmportant, we have scarce time to dwell. It is as an ar-
ghiteot that we do now honor him, and in his profession the
gmount of his achievement was great. The roll of his build-
ingg is & long one. Besgide those 1 have already named, he
built the Fletcher Building, the Aldrich House, the High Strect
Bank, the building lately veoated by Bosworth and Aspinwall,
the Infantyy Armory, the State Armory at Woonsogket, the old
Low's Opera House, the old station of The Three Ones, on Ex-
ghange Plaee, several churches in near-by towns, the Asbury
¥ethodist Chureh, on North Main Street, his own ehureh, and

-40
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many school huuses and dwellings. He was, when he died at
almoat 81, &t work upon & huilding on Fddy Street.

My, Cady's career as an architect was marked and con-
dgitioned by the time in which he lived. e found hinself in
a day of transgition. Beginning late in life- for he was forty~
four when he finally lsunched upon the professional stream-
with no preliminary offipe training, to say nothing of the acea-~
demic equipment now possible, with a'tachnical\ednexﬁion sale-
ly that which he zained by practical work, and by ris own hard
study, with lithographs and engravings- often inaccurate to &
degree we can hardly imagine~ instead of pkotographs, he re=-
gponded well to the demands made upon hin. Ve cane too late
for the Qolonial art tradition, nor did the Greek revival af-
feoct him. He wag too early for the "great awakening™ whieh
began in the eightiea. He had to take architecture as he found
it, and that he did so well with the nundescript style or negae-
tion of atyle which k& was given intv his hands to work with,
greaks very much for his ability.

| But an architect has other sides than the artistic.
He is more oy less of & crafigman. ﬁa mast be, even in these
days of the young 3eaux Arts men and the specialists, of the
srchitectural engineer and the great contrastor. In this
field ¥r. Cady's carpenter traiﬁing stood him in good stead.
For those days it was the best training, because the carpen-
ters of that time dominated the whole buillding domain in Prov-

idence as surely sas the maestri 4l legname did in Florence.
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It is otherwise now, but there is no ong here who cannot remem~
ber somsthing of that day.

The carpenter aneestry of Mr, Cady, which extended back
for several generationsg, wasg also of no small hely to him.

It gave him a natural aptitude whieh could use what his vwn ex-
verience had placed at his command. 1% nade him resourceful.
It gave him the invaluable power of meeting promptly and efleat~
ively any occasion that might arise. Ko pr@blem or OmMergeney
found him unprepared.

Agalin the architeet has to be a professional adviser-
and no mean ability will serve his turn. And in thia donain
wlgo Myr. Cady was not found wanting. Ho time has changed this
r equirement of the profession. Yone can, excepi to add to the
burden thereof. It was essential to the nman who built the Prye
amidg, it was to the mediaeval magister operum, it is today.

In mary waye it ig the severest tesgt that we can apply. Hr .

Cady stood 1%,

Of this Chapter Mr. Cady had been a member since Jan-
uary 5, 1876. In it he tovk & deep interest, serving on its
corznittees and attending almost every meeting for years afler
nig infirmity kept him from hearing what was going on. The
Chapt er may well speak of him as & staneh supporter and & pleas-
ant comrade; it may well honor him as one who for forty years,
in this community, had practised with skill, fidelity and honor

the exmcting art whieh is o dear %o us.





