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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

February 26, 1973

Mr. Robert J. Nash, FAIA
5113 Georgia Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20011

Dear Mr. Nash:

I have the pleasure of informing you that the Jury of Fellows
advanced you to fellowship effective February 16, 1973, for
your notable contribution to the advancement of the profes-

sion of architecture. With this action, you are also admitted
to the College of Fellows.,

Those who have been advanced to fellowship will receive their
medals, with appropriate ceremony, at the Investiture of Fel-
lows to be held on May 7, 1973, at 5: 30 P.M. at City Hall, San
Francisco, California. Further details about this event will
be sent at a later date.

The Officers of the Institute and the Jury of Fellows join with
me in the hope that you will be present to receive this honor.
Please send your reply to me at the address given below at
your early convenience.

Permit me to add my personal congratulations
and good wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Hilliard T. Smith, Jr., FAIA
Secretary

cc: Mr. David N. Yerkes, FAIA, Sponsor

1785 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NW. ¢ WASHINGTON, D.C, 20036 °* (202) 265-3113




DIGEST OF THE CAREER AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
ROBERT J. NASH, A.1.A. WASHINGTON, D.C.

(a)

Robert Nash graduated from Howard University in 1952, a recipient of the Gold
Medal in design, a student award from A.I.A. He made the decision to go to Lagos,
Nigeria not only to pursue his career but also to offer his technological know-how.
Offering his talents to the pro-tem Nigerian government, he developed plans and con-
cerns for low-cost housing and schools, traveling throughout the western region and
talking to the people. He offered and performed these services without charge.

Along with a Nigerian Geologist, he researched and developed a lateritic clay unit
for use in building construction. 400 schools were built in the region from a proto-
type plan that Nash developed using indigenous labor and materials. He trained four
young Nigerians as draftsmen using and "0.J.T." technique.

He returned home to serve in the army for two years after which he joined the
D.C. architectural firm of Johnson and Boutin where he climbed to chief designer. |

In 1959, Nash started private practice in Washington. At about this time, he |
became increasingly involved in responsible activity in his community through Neigh-
borhood Commons, a self-help program for inner/city residents. He has often said
that this experience taught him the beauty of people and the need for them to parti-
cipate in the planning process, whether building a small park or an entire neighbor-
hood.
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In 1968, he was challenged more dramatically and permanently by the riots.
Through his own example, he articulated the necessity for professional/laymen part-
nerships in order to solve the crises that afflict our cities and society. As he
became more active in this community, he spearheaded the idea of more social respon-
sibility for the Institute, and became a prime mover in making social responsibility
a major thrust of the A.l.A.

He, in effect, became the spokesman and advocate for those whose voice was un-
heard by the power structure. This has been evidenced by his leadership in: the
Human Resources Council, A.l.A./Ford Minority Scholarship Program, The National Urban
League/A.[.A. Black Executive Exchange Program, The 0.J.T. Programs, C.D.C.'s, and
other equal opportunity programs.

He became an officer of the Institute, the first Black in the Institute's his-
tory in order that the minority voice could be heard at the decision-making level.

He was recently lauded for his achievements in social responsibility as the
first recipient of the "Whitney Young, Jr. citation'.

Robert Nash has consistently and forcefully served the profession and the
public thus providing new impetus to the Institute's progress as well as influencing
and giving insight to the public.
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(b) References Address Relationship to Nominee
1. Rep. Walter Fauntroy C/0 House 0ffice Bldg., Acquaintance
Washington, D.C.
2. Mayor Walter E. Washington District Bldg., 14th & E St., Acquaintance
N.W., Washington, D.C.
-3, Howard Mackey, F.A.l.A. 1530 U St., N.W., Wash., D.C. Acquaintance
L, George Kassabaum, F.A.1.A. 761 Kent Rd., St. Louis, Mo. Acquaintance
i.5. Rex Allen, F.A.l.A. 259 Geary St., San Francisco, Acquaintance
California
6, David N. Yerkes, F.A.1.A. 1453 Kirby Road, McLean, Va. Acquaintance
7. Leon Brown, F.A.l.A. 4158 Linnean Ave., N.W., Wash.,D.C.Acquaintance
8. Jesse Weinstein, A.l.A. 1330 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Acquaintance
Washington, D.C.
9. Richard Stipe, A.l.A. 18810 Walkers Choice Rd., Gaithers~Acquaintance
burg;, Maryland
10. Leroy Campbell 8019 16th Street, N.W.,Wash.,D.C. Acquaintance
Y/
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Section 3 - to be filled
in duplicate
PROFILE
(additional sheets to supplement the printed pages
may be inserted after the appropriate printed page)

TYPEWRITING ONLY

1.. Nominee's name: Robert Johnson Nash
2. Nominee is a ] natural [] naturalized citizen of the United States.
3. Nominee's legal residence address: _1601 Buchanan Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20011

4. Nominee's firm name: Robert J. Nash, A,1.A. & Associates

5. Nominee's principal place of business address:
5113 Georgia Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20011

6. Nominee is registered or licensed to practice architecture by:
state boards

(name of state board, NCARB, as case may be)

7. Nominee is registered or licensed to practice architecture in the states
of: District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee

8. Nominee is engaged in the profession of architecture as:
Principal of his own firm '

9. Nominee's date of birth: __21 January 1929
Place of birth; Memphis, Tennessee

10. Nominee's education:
(a) High School, College, University, Post Graduate, etc.
(chronological order)

Location No. of Years Year of Graduation Degree
Memphis, Tenn. Four 1946 High School Certificate
Washington, D.C. Six 1952 Bachelor Architecture

(b) Scholarships held by nominee:

None

11. Nominee has traveled in the following countries:

England, Canada, Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Mexico
12. Other data concerning nominee's record:
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Section 2 - submit in

NOMINATION duplicate
1. JZeeeret J. NASH , of the WASH. MeE TiofeLiTan CilaPien.
(name of nominee) (chapter assignment)

and corporate member of the AIA since
(date of election)
is nominated for fellowship for his notable contribution to the

advancement of the profession of architecture. The nomination
is made by:

(check and sign either la. or 1b.)
la. Vote of governing Board
of

(name of component organization)

(signature and title of Chapter President or Secretary)

1b. Individual corporate members and/or fellows as follows:
(written signature) (typed signature and chapter)

Boston Society oﬁ;Arch. 2 E
~ Central New York
' Crutn V.Y,

&\Af Washington Metropolitan Chapter

b olfie s \ o Thomas W.D. Wright, FAIA
.‘_\_3____'_%*, (P [0 Washington-Metropolitan Chapter
Aoww iz M ATACLLT Y 4 1A

Howard H. Mackey fz%-wz Z /{ /“’;/ /// Zl i /} ;’-i-ifl;\iﬁﬁbﬂ29}}9&}}‘;@}{92%] ixah ;A;l;,h??}ff

F.A LA,

Norman C. Fletcher
F.A.LA.

Daniel D. Rippetea
F.A.I.A.
David N. Yerkes

2, The nominators designate the following member to be the sponsor of this
nomination:
Name David N. Yerkes
Address _1511 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Telephone Number  466-2080




Section 2 - submit in

NOMINATION duplicate
1. (o EYT] J N ASW, of the  WASH METIS Chngp.
(name of nominee) (chapter assignment)
and corporate member of the AIA since ,

(date of election)
is nominated for fellowship for his notable contribution to the
advancement of the profession of architecture. The nomination
is made by:
(check and sign either la. or 1b.)
la. Vote of governing Board
of
(name of component organization)

(signature and title of Chapter Presidént or Secretary)

1b. Individual corporate members and/or fellows as follows:

Robert F. Hastings
"F.ALLLA.
C

larence H. Rosa
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2. The nominators designate the following member to be the sponsor of this
nomination:

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
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Name OAUlpn VYEW9ES  Ddavid N. Yerkes
Address 1511 K Street, N.W.,Washington, D.C.

Telephone Number 106-2080
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Section 2 - submit in

, NOMINATION duplicate
I; gégﬂﬂ \) B_[ASH , of the _WASY. mETIlo: '
{name of nominee) (chapter assignment)
and corporate member of the AIA since .

(date of election)
is nominated for fellowship for his notable contribution to the
advancement of the profession of architecture. The nomination

is made by:
(check and sign either la. or 1b.)
la. Vote of governing Board
of
(name of component organization)
(signature and title of Chapter President or Secretary)
1b. Individual corporate members and/or fellows as follows:

(typed signature and chapter)

Northern California
o Tt Cav i@,

Philadelphia Chapter
1A CRPTER_

Nathaniel A. Owingé
F.ACLLA, 7
Hugh M. Zimmers <~ (
A 1A, /

Hugh M. Jones /
F.A. LA,

Van B. Bruner, Jr.
A.l.A,

Archibald C. Roger?gaijﬂxﬁduﬁ (nifé;QQAVh_ ; ’\L71ﬂ40ﬂb’( (4107 611

F.A.I.A. y St. Paul Mlzﬂesota Chapter

L R. Lund L ‘S‘F-P' iNzom. Ch .
F.oAu.'IS.A. undgre O / ﬂ{j, [H\f?zg?,_

Connec}ucut Society of Arch.

2. The nominators designate the following member to be the sponsor of this
nomination:
Name David N. Yerkes
Address 1511 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C,
Telephone Number _466-2080
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EXHIBITS (PHOTOGRAPHIC)

List the photographs which follow this: page:

Project . Location
1. N.M.A.F. Health Care

Facility Wash., D.C.

2. Phelp's Vocational
H.S. Wash., D.C.

3. People's Congregational
Church Annex Wash., D.C.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

Section 4

Year of Completion

Spring, 1972
Winter, 1972

Summer, 1971

Note: This page will be used as a record of the photographs considered
by the Jury since the photographs themselves will be returned eventually

to the nominee.
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DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP

The following certification must be signed by anyone in possession of
full knowledge concerning EACH separate project illustrated in the
photographs. This might be the Chapter President, a member of the
Executive Committee of the Chapter, a partner of the nominee, or even
the nominee himself, In partnership the signature of another partner
would be most significant. If the varlous examples were developed
under different conditions respecting authorship, the various statements
below should be keyed to the proper exhibits. ‘

The accompanying photographs show examples of work with which the
nominee's connection was as follows:

@/The nominee was solely responsible for the design.
|:! The nominee was largely responsible for the design.
[:] The design was under the direction of the nominee.

|_' The nominee's firm executed the design.

(If the above statements do not depict adequately
the nominee's participation in any of the projects
illustrated in the photographs, add your own brief
statement of authorship as follows.)

Signed //é//(_[/(/’/ 'Kl/ WL\ Title Planc,Pau

Name of Nominee Robert J, Nash A, [, A.
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