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RIGGS, LUTAH MARTA
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Hanson, A.E., Land Developer and Planner - Ojai,Calif.

Manley, Marion I., FAIA - Coconut Grove, Fla.'

Nelson, Richard Bliss, Architect - Santa Barbara, Calii

Perry, Warren C., FAIA - San Francisco, Calif.

Rockrise, George T., ALA - San Francisco, Calif.

Russell, George Vernon, FAIA - Los Angeles, Calif.

Shaw, Arvin, III, AIA, New York, N.Y.

Thompson, Elisabeth Kendall, AIA, Senior Editor,
Architectural Forum - Berkeley, Calif.

Wright, Henry L.,FAIA - Los Angeles, Calif.

Wurster, William W., FAIA - Berkeley, Calif.
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30 December 1959

The Jury of Fellows, ATA
The Octagon
1735 New York Avenue N.W.

Washington 6, D.Coe F#—/-‘(— C, T.,.M C’,

Dear Sirs:

Re: the Nomination of Miss Lutah Maria Riggs for Fellowship

in the American Institute of Architects for her "Achievement

in Design."
& = ——
' Maturing from a draftsman to certified Architect under Miss
Riggs' employment and direction for the past 11 years, I am
extremely grateful to her for her guidance and assistance,
which she has given to others as well as myself.

If I may be so bold, to me it seems as though Miss Riggs®
whole life is devoted toward the "Advancement of Design",

be in Architecture or Planning, (or planting). Specifically,
each problem solved by her design skills result in a special,
individual solution, be it a small detail, or the mass or
void of a complete building or development, for which she
gives unstintingly of herself toward the most perfect solution
her taste can find.

For this sensitive understanding of each design problem, for
developing each design for the problem using contemporary or
inventive methods of construction, for a superb appreciation
of scale, color and texture I wish to recommend you advance
Lutah Maria Riggs to Fellowship in the Institute,

SincerFly,
]

Y / 7,
s ;i A A 3!/1 g ,ﬁ/{ Ud o e
Richard Bliss Nelson, Architect, Calif.# C 2878
(Application for Corporate Membership in S.B. Chapter AIA,
applied for.)
1901 Gibraltar Foad

Santa Barbara, California
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
1735 New YOrRk AVENUE, N.W.

WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

HENRY L.WRIGHT, F. A.l. A.,SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
1125 WEST SIXTH STREET
LOS ANGELES 17, CALIFORNIA

December 29, 1959

Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects

1735 New York Avenue, NW

Washington 6, DC U

Gentlemen:

I have just learned from the Santa Barbara Chapter that Miss Lutah Maria
Riggs has been nominated by her Chapter for Fellowship in the Institute.

Miss Riggs, throughout the years, has been an ardent Institute member
and has enthusiastically participated in Chapter affairs. Her most out-
standing contribution to the profession, I believe, has been her work in
Santa Barbara. Her buildings are modern in plan and function, yet always
preserve the charm of the early California architecture of that community.

I know of no one who deserves this honor more than Miss Riggs. I there-
fore hope the Jury will give serious consideration to elevating her to

Fellowship in the Institute.

Yours very truly,

Mo, Eon ;g

Henry L. erght
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5/
Dee 21
Gentlemens

It has come to my attention that the Santa Barbara Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects has nominated Miss Imtah Riggs
for Fellowship in the Institute.

/r’{t has been my pleasure over the years to write letters in support
/ of numerous candidates for Fellowship, but never have I been more
| in accord with a nomination for this high honor,

It was as a student at the University of California, when John
Galen Howard was director of the School of Architecture and the
dark clouds of World War I were clearing, that I first knew ILutah
Riggs.

She was the "strong man" in design at the School, No one knew
when ILutah slept, she was alwsys in the "Ark", helping others,

or rapt in her design and planning, (in those days the building
was open 24 hours a day) or drafting in a factory for the pittance
that somehow kept her in the University. What for others would
barely be means of scanty survival, for her was the fuel that fired
abundant creativity and warmth for her fellows.

A draftsman of extraordinary facility, her drawings flowing in
profusion, were likened to powerful fsbrications out of a crow bar,
and seemed incongruous from the hand of a girl, These were the
school years,

Perhaps her first architect employer was George Washington Smith
of Santa Barbara, who discovered her in his drafting room as a
emporery summer time employee., Soon Mr., and Mrs. Smith had taken
er to their hearts, and she accompanied them as their guest on
ips to Mexico and Spain. His large practice of palacial houses
nd gardens gave her scope for her talents and energies, and years
ater when Mr. Smith died, it was Lutsh who took over., The early
anish period, never in Smith's hands or hers "correctly period",
as always fresh, inventive and exciting. On Smith's demise, her
esign became more her own and in accordance with the spirit of our
own times., Her dossier will tell of her achievements in the last
score of years,

( M&) ERNEST BORN, F.A.LA.

ESTHER BORN j
Jury of Fellows CARL BERTIL LUND, associate
American Institute of Architects

1735 New York Avenue, N.W,

Washington 6, D.C,

* 29 ¥ XIT # 59

architect

ERNEST BORN, 730 MONTGOMERY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 11, CALIFORNIA
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Jury off Fellows
Page 2

Iutah, I am advised, is nominated in the design category and this
is proper. However, much more than a gift in design is involved.
For the same drive and enthusiasm that enthralled a School of
Architecture in her youth as student, has continued to have its
effect. Through the power to illuminate in others some under-~
standing of the importance of architectural quality and persuade
them to action and the resolve to build accordingly, she has had
great influence on the community in which she has bestowed the
main span of her career,

The strength of her position centers on surpassing professional
competence teamed with sincerity and an extraordinary capacity for
transmitting to others some of her own enthusiasm for life and the
arts.

Intah Riggs has mever tired, all of her life, of helping others;
her utterly unselfish conduct, the modesty that is often found in
genius, are silent virtues, foreign to the cult of agressive public
relations and forceful self projection. Sometimes it takes so long
for educated perceptive faculties to note the flowers in one's own
garden, even tho the same observer can describe a hundred species

in Patagonia, The Santa Barbera Chapter does well to nominate this
remsrkable woman ,for Fellowship,

Ernest Born

29 * XIT ¥ 59

ERNEST BORN, 730 MONTGOMERY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 11, CALIFORNIA
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marion i. manley - faia r architect - 3356 virginia street » coconut grove - florida

December 28,1959

The Jury of Fellows S
1735 New York Ave., N.W. V/;
Washington 6, D.C.

Dear Sirs:

I understand that the Santa Barbara Chapter has nominated Miss
Lutah Maria Riggs for advancement to Fellowship in the American
Institute of Architects, for "Achievement in Design".

I have known Lutah Riggs since 1941 when the A.T.A. Convention
was held in Yosemite and Los Angeles. Since she was president

of her Chapter and I was president of my Chapter we were together
a great deal (Conventions were simpler then). We had a chance

to look at and discuss the architecture and the planning prospects
in Santa Barbara. I was impressed with her work and her grasp of
the problems of her locale,

In the eighteen years since our first acquaintance, we have met
only a few times, but I have known of her work through publications
and through other architects. I have seen and heard only the very
best concerning her activities and her devoted attention to her
rrofession.

T heartily concur with the Santa Barbara Chapter that she deserves
this recognition from her fellow architects.,

Sincerely,
Marion I, Manley, Architect
MIM :mr

c¢: R.B. Nelson, Architect
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A.E. HANSON

611 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE

OJAI, CALIFORNIA
MILTON 64-456

December 28, 1959

The Jury of Fellows, AIA
The Octagon
1735 New York Avenue, NW,

Washington 6, D.C. FAcTc A [

Gentlemen:

I am informed that the Santa Barbara Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects has nominated Miss Lutah Maria Riggs
for Fellowship in the AIA for "Achievements in DESIGN".

I first knew Miss Riggs in 1927 when she was associated with

the late George Washington Smith, architect. At that time I was

a landscape architect and was doing a number of gardens in
Southern California for homes which Mr. Smith acted as architect.
Due to this association, I saw a great deal of Miss Riggs and worked
with her intensively so that the garden design would be correlated
with the architecture of the home,

In the early part of 1930, Miss Riggs was associated with me in
doing a very large garden, costing several hundreds of thousands

of dollars, for the late Mr. Dan Murphy's home in Los Angeles,

on West Adams street, and also several other gardens in Pasadena.

Later when I was developing land on the Palos Verdes Peninsula,
and creating the community of Rolling Hills, Miss Riggs kindly
consented to become head of the ar chitectural department. She
assisted in the layout and design of the master plan of some 8, 000
acres. This entailed a great deal of land planning, such as com-
munity centers, administration building, community park and sub-
divisions.

Miss Riggs is the soul of integrity and I am proud to number her
one of my friends.
(. M’L-«)
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In the community of Santa Barbara, she is extraordinarily
appreciated. Miss Riggs devotes a great deal of her time
and energy in trying to make Southern California a more
beautiful and better place in which to live,

The fact that she has received from Santa Barbara, County

and City, official communications expressing the City's

and the County's admiration for her, speaks for her mastery of
the art of design, and her appreciation of scale, color and the
importance of the tie-in of architectural design to the environ-
ment in which it is to be placed.

I know that you are thoroughly familiar with her work in
Southern California, and I shall not attempt to comment on the
excellence of it.

When I state that I would unhesitatingly recommend Miss Riggs
after having known her for better than 30 years, for any archi-
tectural project, regardless of its size, whether it be land
planning or the design of structures, and the supervision of both
of these, you will know in what high esteem I hold Miss Riggs as
an architect.

In closing, I wish to state that I have not practiced landscape
architecture since 1931, but since that time have been a land
developer and planner.

AEH:jp
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AMERICAN ACADEMY IN ROME

VIA . ANGELO MASINA 5
(PORTA S. PANCRAZIO)

ROME
CABLE ADDRESS
“AMACADMY,,
Rome, December 24th., 1959
American Instituse of Architects ///
The Octagon, Washington D.C. (/

Attention:s Jury of Fellows

Gentlemen:
I am writing in behalf of ILutah Maria Riggs, who is
beeing concerned for advancement to Fellow in the institute.
IDERED
T have known Miss Riggs for the past twenty years,
have watched her work with increasing admiration, and have worked
closely with her on a number of projects in Santa Barbara.

T believe the Institute will have cause to be proud
of her contributions to architecture and this proposed hondur
would be well deserved.

h Ygurs trulytﬁ__

c

"

' /1 ’ﬂ
- (‘I
— s Waw A
Thomas D. Church
Landscape Architect

™C/cc
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ARENDT / MOSHER / GRANT ar@hit@ @t g

116 EAST SOLA STREET/SANTA BARBARA /CALIFORNIA /WOODLAND 5-4537

23 December 1939

The Jury of Fellows
The American Institute of Architects

1735 New York Avenue N.W. - o
Washington 6, D.C. F A-CcTT UV AL

Gentlemen:

It is a pleasure to recommend Architect Lutah Maria
Riggs for the great honor of Fellow, American Insti=
tute of Architects.

-~ -
" Miss Riggs possesses a creative imagination, sensi- —“\
tivity and skill rarely found in any one individual
in the profession. Her buildings have, through the
many years of her practice, clearly demonstrated her
great ability to formulate an imaginative over-all
design concept beautifully related to the natural
and man-made environment and carefully executed 1in
every detail. The work of Miss Riggs has been a
continual progressive evolution reflecting intelli-
gent uses of new materials and changing living pat-
terns, yet remaining free of stylistic influences
and cliches.

Miss Riggs' design ability is indeed outstanding and,
in my opinion, worthy of the highest recognition ac=
corded by the Institute.

Very truly yours,

LA

lohért 5 Grant, “
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LEWIS A. STORRS . A.l.A.
Architect

174 SOUTH CALIFORNIA STREET ¢ VENTURA « CALIFORNIA
? Mlller 3-6343

December 21

I3 5 9

The Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects
1’725 New York Avenue N, W,-
Washington 6, D. C. i
FAcTe R -

Gent lemen:

In regards to the advancement to Fellowship of Lutah Maria Rigas,
a member of the Santa Barbara Chapter, it gives me a great deal of
pleasure to have fthe opportunity to state that she is eminently worthy
of the honor,

in my estimation she is an outstanding designer. Each job comes to
her office as a fresh challenge, to be solved as an individual solution
to suit the nceds of the client and of today's living, Although her
early training was in the office of George Washington Smith, an architect
noted for his skillful interpretation of the Mediterranean style to the
Santa Barbara environment, Miss Riggs has changed thru the years her
style so that her buildings have maintained a contemporary character,
but yet have developed the gracious feeling of the Mediterranean area,
which is so suitable for Santa Barbara,

The Plans and Planting Committee of Santa Barbara has from time fo
fime made awards for excellence of design of buildings built in the
Santa Barbara area. | have had the honor to serve on the jury in 1954
and again in 1958, along with archifects from Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco. In 1954 Miss Riggs received a First Award for the Medical Office
for Dr. Lawrence M. Nelson, The jury's comment was,"Complefte simplicity
and site integration are remarkably satisfying and worth study".

In 1958 she received a First Award for the Vedanta Temple, with the
comment, "A rich effect is achieved with simple materials by handsome
design and details", and a Second Award for the Plow and Angel, a "bub",
with the comment, "A fine example of understatement in architecture,

meticulously detailed"s

Plans and Planting awards are not given fo residences, where fliiss
Riggs has done her greatest amount of work and probably her best. In
this category the shelter magazines seek examples of Miss Riggs work
for publication for their freshness and beauty, which is tribute in

itself,

Sincerely,

%«j /W _J

Lewis A, Storrs, A. 1. A,
Santa Barbara Chapter
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

COLLEGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 11 December 1959

Airmail

The Jury of Fellows

American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

FACTo N[

Gent lemen:

Tt has come to my attention that the name of Miss Lutah Riggs
igs before you for elevation to Fellowship.

Lutah Riggs and I were classmates in this Department of Archi-
tecture in 1919. I have watched her career from the start.

She was employed by George Washington Smith and made many trips
to Furope. Smith did beautiful work fitted to the life and
climate of Santa Barbara and I know that Lutah did much to help
produce his successful work.

As the years have gone on she has done distinguished work fitting
today's life and taste., I recommend this with complete enthu-
siasm for Lutah has contributed greatly to the distinction of
California architecture.

Lutah is one of the eighteen members of the Architectural
Advisory Council for this Department of Architecture as appointed
by President Clark Kerr. She adds greatly to the meetings with
her keen interest.

Respectfully yours,

bicbom. Lo Lo

William W. Wurster

WWW 2 pk

DEPARTMENTS OF ARCHITECTURE, CITY AND REGIONAL PLANNING, AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon - 1735 New York dvenue, N. W, - Washington 6, D. C.

December 7, 1959

CUNFIDENTIAL

Re: Lutah Maria Rices, A T A

To Members of
The Executive Committee, Santa Barbara Chapter, a.Il.A.

An architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service. The Jury of Fellows always tries t.
choose wisely and with discrimination, but it is limited in precise
knowledge about the nominees.

Tc complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before
January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthcoming
Jury meeting.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
that no architect, regardless of outstanding service, should be advanced
if' the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-
itectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normelly completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to Lutah Maria Riggs, A.L.A.

and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided.

1. Has he many friends who speak well of him? (A Lo

SHE
2. Do they also vouch for his accomplishments? (ife
HEZ
L
3. Weculd his ethics be acceptable in business? Ao
NER 7 7]
k. What is your opinion of his character? [/ // Ve I
H AL
) /
N g J . > ,’b ")_/" : ;
ity o ///’C_/_C

(Signature)

ilenber of the Executive Cormittee, Santa Barbara Chapter, A.L.A,
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon + 1735 New York Avenue, N.W. - Washington 6, D. C.

December 7, 1959

CUJNFIDENTIAL

Re: Lutah Maria Riggse, A.I.A
To Menbers of 4

The Executive Committee, Santa Barbara Chapter, n.l.k.

An architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service. The Jury of Fellows always tries t:
choose wisely and with discrimination, but it is limited in precise
knowledge about the nominees.

Tc complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before
January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthcoming
Jury neeting.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
that no architect, regardless of outstanding service, should be advanceud
if the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-
itectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normally completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to latah Maria Riggs, A.1.A.

and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided.

sne
1. Has Aé% many friends who speak well of him? Yes

her
2. Do they also vouch for K¥g accomplishments? Yes

er
3. Weould ﬁi%/ethics be acceptable in business? Yes

T .
4. What is your opinion of%%,z! character? Miss Riggs' character

is of the very highest.

/4%5// //;(m-/L

al atur
Robert ran
ilember of “the Exe ve Committee, Santa Barbara Chapter, A.I.A.
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon - 1735 New York Avenue, N.W. - Washington 6, D. C.

December 7, 1959
CJUNPFIDENTIXIAL

Re: Lutah Maria Riggs, A T.A,
To Mewbers of ]

The Executive Committee, Sante Barbara Chapter, a.l.h,

ian architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service., The Jury of Fellows always tries t:
choose wisely and with discrimination, but it is limited in precise
knowledge about the nominees.

Tc complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before
January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthcoming
Jury meeting.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
that no architect, regardless of outstanding service, should be advanced
if the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-
itectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normally completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to Lutah Maria Riggs, A.I.A.
and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided.
/{f/fi( C. ﬁd/t-‘;f'z'-.'{ ’A{ ' ‘-Z;,/ &7z
1. Has he many friends who speak well of him2y 7 . . r i ‘Ao o0 (.
g

2. Do they also vouch for his accomplishments? -7 .

-+

3. Would his ethics be acceptable in business? -, / < -

4. What is your opinion of his character? ,géy Aﬁxqﬁﬂi}f:;ftﬂi /Zﬁgflz?ﬂg:mcii)
’ ; ; i o /4 S
[Z/f'tz/ LLlgzw /t;,f/’/{’ : f-‘-%//"a?-’;:’-'(('--; Lot —(-"_;v« ~ -’-’%"" 4/,,4, Z
Ll

- 2 g
A S ;
A;K&/ﬂ/;d - / /’f’ /(
(8ignature)
ilember of the Executive Committee, Santa Barbara Chapter, A.IL.A,
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECGCTS

The Oclagon - 1735 New York Avenue, N.W. - Washington 6, D. C.

) D
CUNFIDENTIAL ecember 7, 1959

Re: Lutah Maria Riggs, A.I.A.

To Merbers O

The Executive Cummittee, Santa Barbara Chapter, a.l.h.

in architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service. The Jury of Fellows always tries to
choose wisely and with diserimination, but it 1s limited in precise

knowledge about the nominees.

T¢c complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before
January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthconing

Jury meebing.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
ardless of outstanding service, should be advanced

that no architect, reg
if the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-

jtectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normelly completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to Lutah Maria Riggs, A.T.A.

and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided.

1. Hasshe many friends who speak well of hem? Yes

2. Do they also vouch for hé# accomplishments? YES

3. Would h@¥ethics be acceptable in business? YES

What is your opinion of h&F-character? YELY PLEABSPA T ,E’

CONS/IPERRTE

Y
= Signature) :

[lember of the Executive Conmittee, Santa Barbara Chapter, A.L.A.
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon - 1735 New York Avenue, N.W. - Washington 6, D. C,

CJNFIDENHTIAL December 7, 1959

Re: Lutah Maria Riges, A, T.A,
To Members of

The Executive Committee, Ssnta Barbara Chapter, a.l.h.

An architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service. The Jury of Fellows always tries t-
choose wisely and with discrimination, but it is limited in precise
knowledge about the nominees.

Tc complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before
January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthcoming
Jury meeting.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
that no architect, regardless of outstanding service, should be advanced
if the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-
itectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normally completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to Lutah Maria Rigge, A.I.A.

and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided. B

1. Has he many friends who speak well of him? }/ 6 5
2. Do they also vouch for his accomplishments? ‘f)tr Y
3. Would his ethics be acceptable in business? 1’2?'15

k. What is your opinion of his character? Zﬁé’ﬂg" gzé &

ilember of the Executive Cormittee, Santa Barbara Chapter, A.I.A,




quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

The Octagon - 1735 New York Avenue, N.W. - Washington 6, D. C.

December 7, 1959
CUNFIDENTTIAL

Re: Lutah Maria Riggs, A.1.A.

To Members of

The Executive Committée, Santa Barbara

Chapter, a.I.A.

ian architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service. The Jury of Fellows always tries t.
choose wisely and with discrimination, but it is limited in precise
knowledge about the nominees.

Tc complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before

January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthcoming
Jury meeting.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
that no architect, regardless of outstanding service, should be advanced
if the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-
itectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normally completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to Lutah Maria Riggs, A.I.A.

and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided.

1. Has he many friends who speak well of him? ves
2. Do they also vouch for his accomplishments? it
3. Would his ethies be acceptable in business?  Y©S

4. What 1s your opinion of his character?

honorable, conscientious, diligent, industrious

=2 O T

Lewis A, Storrs
(8ignature)

ganta Barbara

ilember of the Executive Committee, Chapter, A.I.A,
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS il

The Octagon - 1735 New York Avenue, N. W, - Washington 6, D. C.

December 7, 1959
CJUJUNFIDENTTIAL

Re: Lutah Maria Riggs, A.I.A.

To Mewmbers of ] .
The Executive Committee, Santa Barbara Chapter, a.Il.h.

An architect is advanced to Fellowship in recognition of exceptional
ability or of exceptional service. The Jury of Fellows always tries t:
choose wisely and with discrimination, but it is limited in precise
knowledge about the nominees.

Tc complete Nomination, this form must be filled and returned before
January lst. Otherwise, no action will be taken at the forthcoming
Jury meeting.

It is the opinion of the Jury of Fellows that a designer, however
talented, should not be advanced to Fellowship if he possesses defici-
encies of character which reflect discredit upon the profession; and
that no architect, regardless of outstanding service, should be advanced
if the buildings which he has designed are so notably inferior in arch-
itectural design as to reflect discredit upon the profession.

Tc help the Jury learn such aspects, which are not normally completely
supplied through regular nomination procedure, fill in the lines below
vhich in your opinion apply to Lutah Maria Riggs, A.I.A.

and return this sheet in the addressed envelope provided.

1. Has he many friends who speak well of him? ‘/EQ

2. Do they also vouch for his accomplishments? Y £4

3. Would his ethics be acceptable in business? \/E';

4. What is your opinion of his character? Ex CELLEWT

C JP‘ VQNJLALIZ&.-—————f-—

(#ighature)

ilenber of Xecutive Cormittee, Santa Barbara Chapter, A.IL.A,
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coRpoRATION PUBLISHED BY ¥.W. BODGE CORPORATION, 119 WEST 40th STREERT. NEW YORK 18, N. Y

November 4, 1959
Western Editorial Office
2877 Shasta Road
Berkeley 8, California
THornwall 8-0744

Jury of Fellows

American Institute of Architects

1735 New York Avenue _
VYashington, D.,C, v

Gentlemen:

I understand that Miss Tutah Niggs of Santa Rarbara has been
nominated for fellowship in the Institute,

It is my pleasure and privilege to recommend her nomination to
you and say in her behalf that I feel she exemplifies in every

way the high standards of professional practice for which the
Institute itself stands,

Furthermore, as a warm and sensitive human being, she has extended
to others beyond the profession & better sense, not only of the
practice of architecture, but of the intangible values which we
all know to be the essence of architecture,

I very much hope that your considerations will lead to her in-
vestiture as a Fellow,

Cordially,

mﬂm

Elisabeth Kendall Thompson, 4.I.A,
Senior Tditor

FKT:js

cc: Mr, allace Arendt
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HAROLD E. BURKET:- - AIlA VENTURA,CALIFORNIA
A R C H | T E C T 740 EAST MAIN STREET

TELEPHONE MILLER 3-6255

4 NovemBer 1959

JurRY oF FELLOWS

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OcTAGON

1735 New YorRk AVENUE, N.W.
WasningTON, D, C,

T

GENTLEMEN:

THIS LETTER 18 WRITTEN IN BEHALF OF THE PROPOSED
FELLOWSHIP FOR LuTaH MARIA RI1GGS, A MEMBER OF THE

SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER. MY ACQUAINTANCESHIP WITH

Miss RIGGS AND HER EXPANDING ABILITY DATES FROM THE
TIME WE WERE BOTH STUDENTS IN ARCHITECTURE AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA., MISS R1GGS THEN INDICATED
OUTSTANDING TALENT IN DESIGN. THIS APPRECIATION OF
Miss RicGS' WORK CONTINUED THROUGH THE SEVERAL YEARS
SHE WAS IN THE OFFICE OF GEORGE WASHINGTON SMITH, OF
SANTA BARBARA, AND SINCE THIS TIME IN HER OWN PRACTICE.
HER WORK HAS ALWAYS BEEN DISTINGUISHED BY THE SOL=- ~
UTION OF A PROBLEM IN AN UNUSUAL AND YET SOUND CON=-
SERVATIVE STYLE. AN OUTSTANDING FEATURE HAS BEEN

HER SUCCESS IN PRESENTING A BUILDING WHICH HER CLIENTS,
WITHOUT EXCEPTION, HAVE FOUND SUCCESSFUL IN FULFILLING
ITS FUNCTION,

| TRUST THAT YOU MAY FIND M1SsS R1GGS HAS BEEN A CREDIT
TO HER PROFESSIONAL FIELD IN SUFFICIENT MEASURE TO BE
ACKNOWLEDGED AS WORTHY OF HER SELECTION AS A FELLOW

IN THE INSTITUTE,

SINCERELY

Ronatl & Tunbet=

HEB:LF
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OFFICERS 1959 DIRECTORS
ROY G, WILDZI PRESIDENT

20 8. ASH ST.., VENTURA ROBERT INGLE HOYT 'S9

ROBERT S, GRANT, VICE-PRESIDENT

116 E. SOLA ST., SANTA BARBARA LEWIS STORRS =9

FRED E. HUMMEL, SECRETARY

GLEN G. MOSHER
20 5 ASH ST. VENTURA

WILLIAMS C  HALL, TREASURER
116 E. SOLA ST.. SANTA BARBARA

SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER, Inc.

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

October 29, 1959

Jury of Fellows
The American Institute of Architects

The Octagon, 1735 New York Ave., N.W. AT UAL

Washington 6, D. C.
Gentlemen:
The Santa Barbara Chapter A.I.A. unanimously approved the

nomination of Lutah Iaria Rigss for A.l1.A., Fellowship by
the Board of Directors of the Chapter.

" Miss Riggs has unselfishly served the community of Santa
Barbara for many years on the Plans and Planning Commission,
and has been actively engaged in the worthwhile effort to
Ppreserve the Historical buildings in the State of California.

Miss Riggs has received many awards for outstanding projects
that she has designed, and several of her residences have
been featured in prominent publications such as House
Beautiful and Sunset. Two of Miss Riggs' designs that I
have had the pleasure to examine personally are the Vendanta
Temple in Montecito, and the fabulous Wright Ludington
Residence. The latter displays extreme design ability not
only in the manner in which the tremendous art collection

is displayed, but also the way this fine collection maintains
its importance in the surroundings, which are subtle but at
the same time indicate that the collection has importance

of its own.

Miss Riggs excellent design ability has certainly been
portrayed in the Wright Ludington Residence as well as in
her other numerous projects for which she has often been
honored. Miss Lutah Maria Riggs displays the fine qualifi-
cations in the area of design that I personally feel should
be recognized by all sincere architects.

Yours very/pruly,

Roy G: Wilde, President
American Institute of Architects
Santa Barbara Chapter
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CARSON & LUNDIN ARCHITECTS
425 PARK AYENUE NEW YORK 22

ROBERT CARSON _ PLAZA 4-1040
EARL H LUNDIN
7 ARVIN SHAW 1IN " October 28, 1959

The Jury of Fellows

American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue, N.W,
Washington 6, D.C. ; o _
! FA CT AN L

Gentlemen:

| have just learned that Lutah Maria Riggs, Santa Barbara Chapter of American Institute
of Architects has been nominated for advancement to Fellowship in Design.

In the twenty-one years | have known Miss Riggs, her unusual attention to detail and the
talent, effort and understanding of the qualities that produce fine design have been an
inspiration and guidance to me and to the other architects who have worked with her.
First as a student working in her office during summer vacations and, after World War Il
as her partner until 1951, | saw her turn many a mundane problem Into a dignified and
finished work that proved her knowledge of structure, proportion and color. Her hand-
ling of materials, fine or simple, always results in a distinguished solution.

e e e e

Her talents are legion in the part of California where she works and the fact that she
has given unstintingly to practically every Santa Barbara civic committee for many
years has proven the contribution she has made to the progressive preservation and
future plans of one of the most beautiful communities in the United States.

Her early designs, executed while in the office of the late George Washington Smith,
for the Lobrero Theatre, News Press Building and Little Town Club formed the nucleus
for the resurrection of the City after the earthquake. The fundamental assertion of good
taste is an enduring part of Miss Rigg's design. Her later work reveals sensitive and
sophisticated contemporary design in scores of homes and estates in the area, many of
which have been published nationally.

Miss Riggs has served as an officer of the Santa Barbara Chapter for many years and has
constantly worked to maintain the dignity and high standard of the profession in the best
sense of the word.

| can only feel that anyone as gifted and professionally equipped as Miss Riggs richly




deserves to becdme a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects, and | therefore

heartily endorse her nomination and hope that it receives your fayorable consideration.

Arvin Shaw [l

AS/ck

90002 0@ ‘UolBuIySEAA ‘MN "8AY MIOA MBN GE/ | ‘SBAIYDIY V|V 8y} Woly uoissiuiad usium Jnoyim paysiignd Jo ‘pajonb
‘pardooal 8q 0} 10N "Ajuo sesodind Apnjs Jo uopewoul 104 SIAIHOYY SLOTFLIHOYY 40 FLNLILSNI NVOIYINY IHL
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GEORGE VERNON RUSSELL AND ASSOCIATES - ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS PLANNERS GEORGE VERNON RUSSELL F AdA.

410 NORTH ROSENELL TERRACE + LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA + DUNKIRK B-1281I JOHN S. PATERSON

H. A.MATSUNAGA A.L.A.
J.T. MILLER A.LA.
JOHN H.HOOD M.E.

October 28, 1959

The Jury of Fellows
The American Institute of Architects
1735 New Yogk Avenue, N, W.
Washington D. C.
. ’ T A cT o AL

Gentlemen:

It gives me great pleasure to recommend Lutah Maria Riggs
for Fellowship in the Institute.

'Wﬁuring the many years I have known Miss Riggs I have been
most impressed by her unswerving design objectives and
her deep devotion to our profession,

On a recent occasion I had the privilege of serving as
Chairman of the Jury of a Santa Barbara Honor Award Program.
Her delightfully fresh yet soundly designed entries were a
reminder of her outstanding talent and at that time I was
inspired to suggest her nomination for Fellowship. I was
most pleased to hear that the Santa Barbara Chapter had al-
ready considered such action and now I enthusiastically
Join them in support of her candidacy.

L/“' Sincerely, n
/ 7 )
. AN S
| ‘//;ﬁﬂ:%%f‘f-ﬁﬁﬁ V/fi? il

George ¥ernon Russell F.A.I.A,
GVR:ds

SUNNYVALE OFFICE . 558 SOUTH MURPHY AVENUE . SUNNYVALE, CALIFORNIA . REGENT ©-2353
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27 October 1959

Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects

The Octagon

1735 New York Avenue N,W,

Washington D.C.

Gentlemen: T AT A L
The contribution of Miss Lutah Maria Riggs in Architecture is
highly respected by all who are familiar with her work, I
have known Miss Riggs and followed her career during the past
five years., 1In comparison with the overall span of her career
to date, this is a relatively brief period. However, during
this time, I have studied several fine examples of her work
which I would like to comment on, with particular reference to
their design,

In each of her buildings, regardless of their use, Miss Riggs
has achieved an individual expression which reflects the
character of the occupants, as well as satisfying all the
actual physical requirements., Each design is an entirely new
and different experience, Each has a theme which is thoroughly
integrated and carried out with meticulous devotion to detail,

An example of the extreme contrasts of her design work are the
Kiler residence and the Erdman estate, The former building is

a delightful design with a certain repose and simplicity which
admirably reflects the informality of its occupants, The
Japanese influence in this design seems to lend itself perfectly
to the hilltop site. The Erdman estate, on the other hand, has
a very bold and in many ways unique design, Here one is im-
mediately impressed with the extreme formality and expanse of
the overall complex, again reflecting perfectly the manner in
which the occupants live,

These are the qualities which to me best indicate the outstand-
ing ability of Miss Riggs in Architectural Design, I am extremely
pleased to be able to support her nomination for membership in
the College of Fellows,

Sincerely, ///,
e . " /‘/ .
(,’"'{"f't’./fzf - P ( //I/ A
Williams C, Hall, A.I.A,

758 Juanita Avenue

Santa Barbara, California

WCH/dk
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-~on seeing any example, that careful consideration

L N
I most heartely recommend that Miss Riggs receive

118 EAST SOLA STREET/SANTA BARBARA /CALIFORNIA /WOODLAND 5-4537

26 Octpber 1959

Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects

The Octagon

1735 New York Avenue N,W, - o ‘
Washington, D.C, Fﬁl“/qr'C (*'C/_Ar i -

Gentlemen:

The proposing of advancing Lutah Maria Riggs to
Fellowship is to me an unqualified pleasure.

I have personally known Miss Riggs for only some

eight or ten years, however even before that time,
I had been afforded the opportunity of seeing some
of her varied and excellent work. It is evident—

is made to every detail to make a completely har-
monious building,

Miss Rigg's work covers all phases of architectural
degisn, from remodeling to fine residential and com-
mercial work, Two buildings which display her out-
standing ability are the Dr, Lawrence Nelson Medical
Office Building and the Vedanta Society Temple,
honor being advanced to the status of Fellowship,

Sincerely,

) 7
! A / g of K}
;;V&x( /0‘ L(ﬁﬁ"/Lm

Noel D, Cooke, Architect
NDC/dk
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JOHN BADGLEY AIA
ARCHITECT AND

PLANNING CONSULTANT

Phone Lliberty 3-6221
1101 MARSH STREET

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CALIFORNIA October 26, 19569

The Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects
The Octagon, 1735 New York Avenue, N, W,
Washington 6, D, C,

FACTe A

Gentlemen:

It is my privilege to recommend Lutah Maria Riggs, A.I.A., pPropos
by the Santa Barbara Chapter, for your consideration as Fellow in
the Institute,
gl
She has sustained over the years of her practice (17 years within
my own experience) an intimate high level of professional service
10 her clients,

She excells in design; only because "design" is the best descrip-
tive word for the total conception and execution of each archi-
tectural problem, Her practice is consistantly commendable, She
is already a living legend that does glory to the profession and
practice of architecture,

I recommend her salute by the Jury of Fellows,

Sincerely,

JOIN BADGLm. , ARCHITECT

JB/rak
cc: Mr. Wallace W, Arendt, Santa Barbara Chapter

(-
ed

l/.

"~
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MILLed & CHROWELL ALA
fl f [ f | | t [ [ 5

130 PALM DRIVE OXNARD, CALIFORNIA HUNTER 6-1810

October 26, 1959

Jury of Fellows
The American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue N, W,
Washington, D.C. N
AT A
Gentlemen:

The Santa Barbara Chapter of the American Institute of Architects
unanimously passed a motion approving action taken by the Board of Directors

of the Chapter to place in nomination Lutah Maria Riggs for A,I,A. Fellowship.

- In this letter, I wish to give my personal support to the nomination
of Miss Riggs and to present an outline of some special achievements the
nominee has made in her field of professional activity.

1, She has many outstanding designs in the Residential Field.

2. Her Residences have been published in House & Home magazine,

3. She has been active in the preservation of many Historic Build-
ings in the Santa Barbara Area,

4, She does all her own full size sketches.

5. Her residential work is almost monumental in scale. $500, 000
to $600, 000.

6. A good reference for outstanding design is the C. P, Erdman
House, 495 Valley Club Road, Montecito, California,

Smcerely yours,
Donald H, Miller A I A

DHM:em

W

|
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DONALD A. KIMBALL, A. I. A.
ARCHITECT

4402 VIA ABRIGADA - TELEPHONE 7-4604
HOPE RANCH PARK
. SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

Oct. 26, 1959.

The American Institute of Architects,
The Octagon,

1735 New York Ave; N.W;

Washington, D, C.

Gentlemen, b

I am very glad to write a supporting letter to propose the namme of
Luteh Maria Riggs of Santa Barbara, California for Fellowship honors in the
Isbitute, in Design.

She has done some very outstanding work, some of which has been published
and awarded other honors. We feel that she is very deserving of such an honor

and take thig oppeortunity to recommend to you such action,

Thanking you for your consideration of this matter, I remain,

Yours very truly,

DAK/dbk Donald A. Kimball
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OcToBER 26, 1959

JURY OF FELLOWS

THE AMERICAN |NSTITUTE OF ARCH|TECTS
THE OCTAGON,

1735 New York AvE. N.W.

WasHiNGgTON, D.C.

FACTUA L-

GENTLEMEN:

‘BECAUSE OF THE PARTICULAR NATURE OF LUTAH MARIA RiGas, A.l.A.' DESIGN EFFECTIVENESS, ™
SHE HAS NOT RECIEVED THE DEGREE OF RECOGNITION THAT SHOULD BE HERS.

WHEN ONE ATTENDS THE LOBERO THEATER, A BUILDING SHE DESIGNED WHEN WORKING IN THE
OFFICE OF J.WASHINGTON SMITH, THE RESTRAINED DESIGN ELEMENTS, 1.E. DARK TREES,
MOTTLED SHADE ON TEXTURED WHITE PLASTER, WIDE BRiCK ENTRY TERRACE, SOFT LOW ARCHES,
UNOBTRUSIVE LIGHTING, INTIMATE DIGNIFIED WIDE-ANGLE SEATING, ALL COMBINE TO PLEASE
AND ELEVATE ONE'S SPIRIT WITHOUT ADVERTISING. OR CALLING ATTENTION TO THE ARCHITECT.

WHEN VISITING OR PASSING BY SUCH PROJECTS AS THE OFFICE OF LAWRENCE NELSON, M.D.,
THE ALICE ERVING RESIDENCE OR THE MCNAGHTEN RESIDENCE, ONE IS AWARE OF THE UNUSUALLY
PLEASING SURROUNDINGS. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE OF CL{CHES, RIGID METHODS,
OVER=~ELABORATION, PLAIN-NESS, TRICKS OR STUNTS, ONE FINDS T HARD TO CONSCIOUSLY
REALIZE THAT THE ENVIRONMENT BEING EXPERIENCED CAME ABOUT NOT BY ACCIDENTAL CIRCUMSTANCE
BUT BY VIRTUE OF THE APPLICATION OF GREAT DESIGN SKIiLL.,

WHEN DRAWING A COCKTAIL LOUNGE AND BAR FOR A BASEMENT IN THE SAN |SIDRO GUEST RANCH,
Miss RIGGS PROVIDED AN EXTERIOR ENTRY TRELLIS THAT NOT ONLY FORMED A NATURAL FOYER
FOR THE LOUNGE BUT SOMEHOW GREATLY ENHANCED THE APPEARANCE OF THE ENTIRE BUILDING.

SHE 1S ALWAYS WILLING TO BREAK OR MODIFY A PATTERN OR RHYTHM TO MAKE WAY FOR A TREE,
ROCK, ART OBJECT, BUILDING DETAIL, OR CIRCULATION OR SPACE FLOW. SHE CAN ACCOMPL|SH
THIS GREAT FLEXIBILITY WITHOUT DILUTING THE STRENGTH, HONESTY OR SEREN|TY OF THE
RESULTING TOTAL.

HER TRUE HUMILITY COMBINED WITH A SURE-FOOTED DESIGN ABILITY MAKE HER UNIQUE. SHE
DESERVES A FELLOWSHIP,

L VERY TRULY YOURS,

Zﬂ@“@‘%

JOHN ROBERT HENDERSON, A.|.A.
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CHESTER L. CARJOLA, A. 1. A,
ARCHITECT

FRANK L. GREER
ASSOCIATE

129 EL PASEO
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

TELEPHONE 25819

October 26, 1959

Jury of Fellows

American Institute of Architects
The Octagon

1735 New York Avenue

N.W. Washington D.C.

L

Gentlemen:

It is with great pleasure that I recommend the
nomination of Lutah Maria Riggs for A.I.A.
fellowshlip., Miss Lutah Rlggs has developed
outstanding achlevements in the field of design.
She is keenly interested in good architecture and
has been very active in all professional
activities related to fine architecture in the
community of Santa Barbara, California.

Miss Riggs received First Awards in the following
buildings: Vedanta Temple, Medical Office Building
for Dr. Lawrence Nelson, and Herborium Building
for the Botanical Gardens.

Miss Riggs has also received a great deal of
distinction in natlonal publications for a
residence for Miss Alice Irving, Santa Barbara,
Callfornia; a residence for Mr. Robert Gross

in Sandyland Cove; the reasidence for Mr, and

Mrs. McNaughton; and the Plow and Angel Restaurant
for the San Ysidro Ranch and Hotel.

Sincerely,

,«K/ . _ 7 ? {,//{H;/f’a'ﬁ/(

Chester L. Carjola, A I1.A,
Architect

CLC/sw
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ROBERT INGLE HOYT, A. L A
1115 CHAPALA STRETET
ARCHITECT AND PLANNING CONSULTANT
SANTA BARBARA CALIFORNIA

October 26, 1959

The Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects

1735 New York Avenue, N. W,

Washington 6, D. C. FActT oA [

Gentlemen:

It is with great pleasure and high enthusiasm that I
add my encouragement for the advancement of Lutah Maria RBiggs
to Fellowship in the Institute.

This dedicated and able architect has selflessly
devoted all of her energies to her happy clients., Her dem-
onstrated good taste and high design skill are obvious to all
of those who have the mlea@upe of experiencing her work. She
is one of those rare 3r@n1tects who inspire the rest of us to
see one of her jobs and vocally announce that we wish we had
done it. Her colleagues are grateful for her fastidiously
maintained professional care of her client's welfare and we
have enjoyed its reflected henefits.

Her design philosophy and technical understanding has
changed with the years from her splendid Lobero Theatre and
fine residences 1n thick plaster walls and tile roofs of
great sculptural quslity to her more recent wWork in crisp
glass and frame, including the Erving, Gross, lMcNaughten,
Erdman and Ludlington residences.

Her %ensi?ivity to environment has always been obvious
and to & client's particular personal needs outstanding. Her
flexibility is shown by her superb adaptation of distantly
developed forms in local techniques in the handsome and super-
bly detailed Vendanta temple.

I know that, as you would wish, this hardworking
arcnitect will be warmed by the Pmbraoe of Fellowship and
wear your mantle graciously. I feel the Institute and the
College of Fellows would be richer by h%ymﬁgllowshipo

o Sinq’gpéﬁ.y

RIH:a

-—

iobert I.Q,Qy
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A

C Te 438 NORTH “A” STREET OXNARD, CALIFORNIA PHONE HUNTER 3-8118
October 24, 1959

CARL SCHWARZ A

ARCHIIT

The Jury of Fellows
The American Institute of Architects
The Octagon, 1735 New York Ave. N.W.

Washington, D. C. FACTOC A -

Gentlemen:

I am thoroughly in agreement with all the members of
the Santa Barbara Chapter, A.I.A. to support the nomination
of Lurah Maria Riggs for A.I.A. Fellowshilp.

Miss Riggs! skill in design 1s apparent in all her nu-
merous buildings. Every detail of the fine structures she
has created shows her artistic feeling very expertly and har-
moniously expressed in numerous materials., She especially
loves homes and her works vary in size from the splendid pa-
lace to the lovely cottage.

Miss Riggs gives much of her time to the study of hils-
toric buildings and her competent opinion of their value is
most influential in the decislions made to preserve them. She
always may be counted on to generously contribute her know-
ledge, judgment, and skill to civic enterprises of architectu-
ral nature, "

Sincerely yours,

Carl Schwarz

o P /
- Q 0\.,1..-:{.-’-";{{.' Y Sppeg ')f

CS/1s




ARENDT / MOSHER / GRANT af@hit@@tg

116 EAST SOLA STREET/SANTA BARBARA /CALIFORNIA /WOODLAND 5-4537

23 October 19959

Jury of Fellows
The American Institute of Architects
The Octagon
1735 New York Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C.
FAC T AL

Gentlemen:

It is my great pleasure to write a supporting letter
on behalf of Lutah Maria Riggs for advancement to
Fellowship in the category of Design. .

(qmiutah is an architect's architect, with a sensitivity
unusual for a woman in a predominately male profession.
I am impressed with her ability to remain architectur-
ally young, especially when you realize she was schooled
in the classics and apprenticed in the Mediterranean
style. Her buildings have a fresh crispness, devoid of
nouveau cliches.

Lutah's world is architecture and the arts. Her typical
day is 16 hours, during which she masters the most minute
detail to evolve a totally contiguous design. Her build-
ings are finely integrated with the existing topography.
Outstanding examples of the wedding of structure and site
are the Alice Erving residence and the Vedanta Soclety
Temple. I feel that Lutah richly deserves the advance=-
ment to Fellowship, and I trust your honorable jury will
&’ find her justly deserving of this great honor.
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Sincereky,
n G. r, A.I.A.
o)
ano
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FRED HUMMEL ARCHITECT a.i.a.

8 85 E . M A I N STREET, VENTURA, CALIFORNIA MI 3-2027

21 October 1959

Jury of Fellows
The Amerlcan Institute of Architects
The Octagon, 1735 New York Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

FACTUAL
Dear Sirs:

This letter is in recommendation of Lutah Maria
Riggs for A.I.A Fellowship.

For many years Miss Riggs has made outstanding
contributions to the field of Architectural
Design, I feel that her success is attributed
to her great ability as an original designer.
Her work does not reflect merely the accepted
trends, nor does it appear to have a "typlcal"
continuity throughout. Instead, her work shows
a fresh and original approach to each problem
she encounters,

|~
I feel that I am honored to have the opportunity
to recommend Lutah Maria Riggs for A.I.A, Fellow-
ship in the field of Architectural Design.

Sincerely,
Fred Hummel A, T.A,
FH/sv
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ROY C. WILSON WILSON, STROH & WILSON OFFICE 1401 SAY ROAD

JOHN F. STROH POSTOFFICE BOX 851
GEORGE E. WILSON ARCHITECTS PHONE JACKSON 5-4486

SANTA PAULA, CALIFORNIA

October 20, 1959

Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects,

The Octagon,

1735 New York Avenue N, W, ,

Washington, D, C,

FACCT ¢ AL

Gentlemen:

It is with pleasure that I recommend Lutah Maria Riggs
for Fellowship in the American Institute of Architects.

; I have known Lutah Riggs for 2b years, first as a designer,
in the architectural office of George Washington Smith in Santa Bar- "

bara, and later years in her own practice of architecture. She has

exceptional talent in "California" design and all of her work is of a

very high inspirational quality. She has had fine public relations

with her clients and is outstanding in the architectural field here

in California., /

Very truly yours,

J\ S\ Q mﬁi‘m/

RCW:T
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GEORGE D. RIDDLE, A. I, A,
Architect

“VALIHI," INC.

2014 CHAPALA STREET
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

WOodland 5-9767

19 Gotober 19859

JURY OF FELLOVS _
Anmerican Institute of Architects, F A T ¢ AL
The Ootagon, Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

. 1120 Sk _
LUTAH MARIA RIGGS, Architeot, a ekester member of the Santa ’#T
Barbara chapter, has long enjoyed an enviable reputation for
excellance in design.

She has also exhibited a thorough knowledge of all related
elements of the practice of Architecture by the quality of
workmenship evident in every project for which she has been
commissioned,

While her major practioe has been in the field of residential
design, she has proven the breadth of her ability as a Designer
in other areas.

A noteble example cf her ability as a Designer is the LOBERO
THEATER in Senta Barbara for whioh she has received many honors
and which is identified as one of our California Historical
Monuments .

known Lutah Riggs and observed her work over the past 30 years,

Her residential accomplishments in design are legend, and having
k'l most highly recommend that she be elgcted.a

FELLOV OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS.

Sincerely yours,

. Riddle, A. I. A.
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CALIFORNT A et 085, 1. PLANS AND PLANTING COMMITTEE  caurornia conservation

P COUNCIL
CALIFORNIA ROADSIDE COUNCIL o‘s‘\d MCS,,J:P L L s W W,
& 2 SANTA BARBARA
AMERICAN PLANNING AND E 3 HOPE RANCH PARK
CIVIC ASSOCIATION 2 a —_
— e 5 COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS
) x COMMITTEE

-
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON *‘#,,G‘
STATE PARKS oA Cooperotes with
- . ADULT EDUCATION CENTER
COUNCIL OF CHRISTMAS 912 SANTA BARBARA STREET A

CHEER SANTA BARBARA * CALIFORNIA GARDEN GLUE OF JUERICH
Telephone WOodland 65-7216

October 15, 1959

To The American Institute of Architects
Octagon House,

Washington, D. C. 1:: A/ C T/(/ Ar L/
Gentlemens

It is my great pleasure to join with others in recommending
Miss Lutah Maria Riggs for consideration as a Fellow of the American
Institute of Architects. Over a long period I have been interested
e developmep of an harmonious architecture in Santa Barbara, and have
been honored,béing given an Associate Life Membership in the Santa Barbara
Chapter, A.L.A, The Plans end Planting Committee and I are also the
recipients of @itations of Honor from your distinguished organization. I
trust this recognition will establish the value of my testimonial as a
non-professional critiec.

Miss Lutah Maria Riggs is an architect whose workmanship and
artistry are of the highest quality. The buildings she has designed
and built ame both admired and enjoyed by those who see and use them. Her
devotion to the interests of her clients, and her meticulous supervision
of every phase of the work in hand are notable. Her bulldings are
beautifuily adapted to their environment, and every effort is expended to
provide for appropriate and effective landscaping.

Through the years Miss Riggs has given generously of her time
and skill to organizations interested in improving the appearance and
quality of architecture in the Santa Barbara area. I have known her since
1921, when she joined the office of the distinguished artist and architect,
George Washington Smith. She participated actively in the design of both
commercial and residential buildings which contributed so greatly to the
reputation of Santa Barbara during the following decades, when the
Spanish Californian architecture was so appropriately developed here.

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

As Chairmen of the Commmity Arts Asscociation, Plans and Plant-
ing Committee from 1927 to date; and of the local Better Homes in America
Committee from 1925 to 1941, I have had the privilege of arranging a
series of Architsctural Awards, both for Civic and Commercial architecture,
and for gmell Homes. A list of some of the Awards presented to Miss
Riggs is attached. As Chairman of the College Planmning Advisory Committee
for the past twenty years; end of the Sante Barbara Offstreet Parking
Committee for a number of years, I am glad to testify that Miss Riggs!
services were most helpful; her detailed eriticisms and constructive

suggestions most valuable. D 0
(’Oﬁbf»Lf) Sincerely yours, lueﬂuuizn (;QL/GL/l{; \

Pearl Chase, Chairman
Object: to Promote Interest in and Knowledge of Planning, Good Architecture, Gardening and Conservation of Natural Resources
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AWARDS TO LUTAH MARIA RIGGS

by the

Commmity Arts Association of Santa Barbara, Plans and Planting Branch
in cooperation with

The Santa Barbara Chapter, the American Institute of Architects
The Judges, Members of Three California Chapters.

CIVIC OR COMMERCIAL - for Exterior Design

First Award 1954-1957, Civic Class
Vedanta Temple, Church, 927 Ladera Lane

Second Award 1954-1957, Commercial Class
"Plow & Angel®, An Addttion ~ Bntrance to Restaurant

First Award 1950-1953, Commercial Class
Doctorts 0ffice,30 West Arrellaga Street

First Award 1939-1949, Civic Class
Library and Herbarium, Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
Mission Canyon

BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA - for Small Houses

First Award House at 201 Olive Mill Road
Completed in 1937

Honorable House at 1704 Coast Highway
Mention Remodelled in 1938.

Note: Very few of Miss Riggs' houses were small enough to
be considered in the above competition.
No Better Homes Campalgns were conducted after 1941.

HEEEsERaae
—
Miss Riggs served on College Planning Advisory Committee, which concerned
itself primarily with land-use problems, including the exterior design
of buildings.

Miss Riggs also served on the first off-street Parking Committee, and was
particularly helpful in suggesting methods and designs for meking the rear
of commercial blocks more interesting;and customer entrances more distinet-
ive and attractive.

Miss Riggs made a most effective suggestion for block treatment of State
Street, our chief commercial thoroughfare. Elevations were adapted to
existing lot frontages. She has also contributed "idea sketches" for the
elevations of various structures, including the restoration of historie

adobes. (P 2 @&W

Pearl Chase,Chairmen Plans and Planting Committee 10-15-1959
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WARREN CHARLES PERRY, F AL A.
ARCHITECT
- EALTTO R SR = == 2530 Vallejo Street,

SAN FRANCISCO 23, California

October 14, 1959,

Jury of Fellows,
American Institute of Architects, y . "
1735 New York Avenue, Washington D.C, E:T/QVN CT v A L

Gentlemens
It has recently come to my attention that
the Santa Barbara Chapter of the Institute is proposing
Viss Lutah Riggs of Santa Barbara for Fellowship. May I
. -add my warm and entirely unsolicited endorsement to that
excellent suggestion?

I have known Miss Riggs for many years,
ever since, in fact, some forty years ago she appeared in
Berkeley as an applicant for entrance into the Sechool of
Architecture at the University of California on whose fac-
ulty I served as professor of design and Dean until my
retirement in 1954.

She was a most unusual studemt displaying
characteristics ewen in those early years of her career
which gave unmistakable promise of her future success.
She, as I remember very well, never wavered in her devotio
to architecture and in her firm determination to become an
architect, even in the face of considerable discouragement
in the way of preliminary preparation, and she eventually
proved to be one of our most distinguished students with
an allround aptitude in design, construction and other
required subjects. As noted above, she from the very be-
ginning was bound to be an architect and to be a good one.
Her great success over the years in her native Santa Barbar
where she is s0 highly regarded both in and out of the pro-
fession 13 the finest testimonial to her own setirling
qualities. A

I can think of no one more deserving of the
signal honor of the Fellowship.

; -\ .
& /Sincerely, 2N

xl'ﬁjpg%ZAb¢¢4~‘H<;j

Warren C, Perry
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GEORGE T. ROCKRISE a.ia ROBERT MOUNTJOY

J. MATTHEW MYERS
A R c H I T E C T ASSOCIATES

13 Oct. 1959
Jury of IFellows
American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue, N.W,
Washington 6, D.C,

-

v’

Gentlemen:

I should like to recomend to you LUTAH MARIA HIGGS, Architect of
Santa Barbara, California for consideration to elevation to
Fellowship in the Institute for Design.

1 have known Miss Liggs for the past ten years and have great
esteem for her as a practicing architect and friend.

Over the years she has designed a large number of distinguished
buildings in her area and has been a moving force in Santa Barbara
for many years. She has given a great deal of time and effort

to Institute activities at a Chapter level.

At present she is serving with me on the Professional Advisory
Council to the College of Architecture, University of California.

I know that she is held in high regard both as an architect and
as member of her community.

It is a pleasure and an honor to commend Miss Higgs to you for
Fellowship consideration.

Very sincerely,

T ok

y Qe WUCKIISE

GTi/thy

524 SACRAMENTO STREET SAN FRANCISCO (I, CALIFCRNIA EXBROOK 2-3730
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116 EAST SOLA STREET/ SANTA BARBARA /CALIFORNIA /WOODLAND 5-4537

6 October 1959

The Jury of Fellows

American Institute of Architects

The Octagon

1735 New York Avenue N.W.

Washington 6, D.C.

 AcCT U AL

Gentlemen:

It is with a great deal of pride that I write this
letter of recommendation for nomination of Miss Lutah
Maria Riggs to Fellowship in the American Institute
of Architects.

I have known Miss Riggs personally since coming to
Santa Barbara in 1946, and during my University days
became familiar with her architectural design capa-
bilities through the various professional publications
in which her work appeared. Her ability to execute
fine detail, good proportion and excellent plans,
along with securing for the Owner outstanding land-
scaping developments, gives her work a quality not
achieved by many.

In my 13 years of residence in Santa Barbara, I have
visited many of Miss Riggs' projects and feel that
this quality she has imparted marks them as excep=
tional. Also, Miss Riggs has that rare quality of
being able to always be ahead of her time in creating
an environment for living.

1 éndorse Miss Riggs' nomination most highly with the
hope that she shall receive this highest honor of the
American Institute of Architects.

Respectfully submitted,

Illace W, [ rondl—_

Wallace W. Arendt, A.I.A.
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