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Archivist’s note: 

The obituaries for Theodate Pope Riddle are incorrect in saying that she was the second woman to join 
the AIA, and incorrect in the date given as 1916. Three women had previously joined the AIA. Theodate 
Pope and Marcia Mead were both approved for membership in the same group of applicants in May 
1918.  

The earliest women members of the American Institute of Architects were: 

Louise Blanchard Bethune, Buffalo NY, joined AIA in 1888  
(She had joined the Western Association of Architects in 1885. When the WAA merged with the 
AIA in 1889, the official join date of those who were members of both organizations was 
officially adjusted to the earlier of the two dates, so her AIA join date is listed as 1885 in 
member lists of the 1890s.) 

Lois Lilley Howe, Boston MA, joined AIA in 1901 

Henrietta C. Dozier, Atlanta GA, Jacksonville FL, joined AIA in 1905 

Theodate Pope, Farmington CT, joined 20 May 1918 

Marcia Mead, New York NY, joined 20 May 1918 

 

 

Nancy Hadley 
Director, Archives and Records 
The American Institute of Architects 
November 2021 
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