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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO MERGHANTS EXCHANGE BUILDING

THE GOMPANY. SAN FRANCISCO
December 27, 1913,
Mr. D, Knickerbocker Boyd,
Secretary-Treasurer,
American Institute of Architects,
Washington, D. C,

Dear Sir: e

Mr. Polk instructs me to send you\ﬁ,j;ﬁé enclosed
copy of letter, together with extract jﬂ"'ém minutes therein
referred to, which he sent to Mr. K. Clipston Sturgis,

P

President of the American In/t,ltute of Architects, under
date of December 23rd, rel;:five to the San Franclsoo

Chapter controversy, whj!f:xh are self-explanatory.

Very truly yours,

=, =
Do en Tl pn,

Secretary to Mr, Polk,
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THE COMPANY SAN FRANCISCO

Dec. 23, 1913.

¥r. R. Olipton Sturgis,
President, American Institute of Architects,
Boston, Mags.,

Dear Sirs

Referring to the condition that has asrisen in connection with the
recent proceedings of the San Francisco Chapter, I address you personally
to state that, in my judgment, the failure of *he Institute to take definite
action at the last annual convention has resulted in increased digssatisfac—
tion on both slides of the present San Francisco controversy. Prompt action
at the inception of this matter would have resulted in a simple settlement,

The delay on the part of the Institute, dus, to either over—delibera—
tion, lack of intimate knowledge of facts and conditions, or want of apprecia—
tion of the importance of the principles involved, or due to an indifference
that is difficult for me to understand, is most unfortunate. Personally, I
have not allied myself with either faction, nor do I now plead the cause of
either; but, I do insist that the profession as a whole is concerned,

To the best of my knowledge, the origin of this entire matter was
founded on the endeavor of the Chapter to uphold, as they interpreted, the
law of the Institute. There must be something fundamently wrong with the
Code of Ethics if it can be so misinterpreted. There must be also something
fundamentally wrong with the Constitution and By-laws of the Institute if they
are so loosely drawn as to permit such a factional fight in our local Chapter.
The result is 1ts division.

The retirement of practically all of its most desirable members, the
formation of a new local society and its endeavor to sscure the recognition of
the Institute and the automatic relinquishment of membership in the Institute
by Institute members who resign from a local Chapter forms, in my opinion, a
situation that is the most serious that the Institute has perhaps ever faced.

My intercourse with men prominent in commercial life does no prompt
me to believe that they, as a class, have a high opinion of the sincerity of
the Institute, or at least a majority of its members, in the pretentions embod—
ied in its Code of Ethics, or of their maintenance thereof. This opinion I
further believe is strengthened by their knowledge of a controversy, the de-
tails of which they are unable to understand but which leads them to regard
this whole matter as an undignified professional situation.

MERCHANTS EXCHANGE BUILDING
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Mr, R. Clipton Sturgis, 12/23/13, #2:

Naturally, the acrimony of the situmntion has been intensified in a
sense by personal business rivalries and jealousies, which might in a large
measure have besn avoided had the Institute promptly exercised those func—
tions of paternalism that all of its chapters have a right to expect. This
would, I believe, have avolded the insistence on the part of so many who
have gradually, and psrhaps unwittingly, exaggerated the situation to the
dignity of one of a question of professional practice.

The enclosed extract from the minutes of the Proceedings of the
San Francisco Chapter at the trial of John Galen Howard, Frederick H, Meyer
and John Reid, Jr., April 25, 1913, will explain my attitude in this matter.

I think that the Chapter as a matter of discipline should be sus—
tained; but its action in this case, should, a3y a matter of justice, be
reviewed.,

Very truly yours,
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Extract from the minutes of the Proceedings of the
sen Francisco Chapter at the trial of John Galen Howard,
Frederick H. Meyer and John Reid, Jr., April 25, 1913.

Mr. Polk: I regret very much that the proceedings should be started turbulent—
1y by Mr. Vogel, as he has tried to do, because the occasion is a vory serious one,
But if the Chair pleases, I would like to make a very few general statements. As T
understand the rule of the day’s meeting there will be no participation in these
proceedings except by counsel, and, if you may call them so, the defendants. Before
the trial proceeds, I would like to call the attention of the members of the Chapter
to the fact that there has been a request made that the matter be referred to the
Institute itself and not taken up by the Chapter, and I hope, if the trial itself
proceeds and does come to & conclusion, that every member of the Chapter who votes,
if his patience permits him to remain loug enough 4o hear the evidence— I hope that
he will then vote with & full realization, first of all, that this matter concerns
not only the Chapter itself and the gentleman under these charges, but the Institute
itself as welly and it concerns the profession as a whole, whether they are members
of the Institute or not. It is the practice of architecture that is going %o be
reviewed and passed on by you, and personally I regret very much that the matter has
gone so far that you feel that you must proceed with the trial now. Noew, I think it
is a very great mistake. It ic something that it is impossible~ almost impossible
to eliminate personal feeling from. It is something that ought to be tried by an
unprejudiced body. If you will permit me to make the observation, T do not think
that this Chapter itself now is without prejudice. You are either for or against
and you will be regardless of any evidence that might be offered, and it is some—
thing so directly concerned with the good name and esteem in which our profession
is held by the public in general that any action you may take, either favorable or
unfavorable, either in epproval or disapproval of the charges, the effect cannot be
limited to the members of the Chapter. It will be something that will have to be
borne by all the profession at large and shared in by the public at large, through
indirect channels and direct channels, and I sincerely hope that this trial can be
postponed. A motion for an adjournment is always in order, and I trust that the
proceedings will not be carried through. It is not a matter that this Chapter
ought to decide. I understand that the Chapter has applied to the Secretary of
State for e change of name, from the San Francisco Chapter, to the Northern Cali-
fornia Chapter. I fesl that this Chapter, through any action today, or any later
proceedings, proceeds in any way at all in a wmatter of this kind without a proper
recognition from the Institute itself, that the Institute would be justified in
withdrawing its charter,

Mr, Moosars Xs he pleading for the Consulting Architects?

The Chairman: I think that the point is well taken, Mr. Polk,

Mr. Polk: I am not offering a motion now. I want to make & statement.

Mr. Matthews: Mr, Polk cannot plead for the Consulting Board in this matier.
He must confine himself to what cur duties are, snd he cannot touch on the question
at issue in this proceeding.

Mr, Polks If you will allow me & moment longer. I want to tell you that if
you do proceed, that if you will go on, that in voting on this matter you are not
voting on a local matter; it is a national matter and ought %o be referred to the
National Institute.

Mr. Matthews: I object and rise to suggest that this matter concerns this
Chapter at present and not the Institute.

The Chairman: Now, Mr. Polk, we will have to ask you to desist end—

Mr. Polk: (Intg.) You can, and also please accept my resignation as & member
of this Chapter. (Mr. Polk leaves the room.)
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Jan. 9, 1914.

Tillis Polk & Co.,
Merchznta'! Fxchange Building,
San Franoisco, Cal.

Mr. Willis Polk,
My dear Sir:

This is $0 a2cknowledgs the receipt of your letier,dated
Dec. 27th, 1813, togethar with ite enclosures of & copy of 2 letter
to ¥re. R. Clipston Sturgils, President, dsted Dec. 23rd, ond extraectie
fror the ninates of tha proccedinge of San Francisce Chaopter of
April 25, 1813.

, I have earsfully read these ard will precent the sane to ths
Board at itz next meating, which cocure the lotter part of this month.

Yours vsry truly,
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- THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

INCORPORATED
LY X8

25,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD =~ [j

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the gender of the foliowing Iiny Leée &

Errors can be guarded apainst only by repeating o message hack to the sending station for comparison, and the Company will not hold itsel? linble for ¢rrore or delays in
transmission or delivery ot Unrepeated Day Letters, sent at reduced rates, beyond & sum equal to thie amount paid for transmipggion ; nor in any ciree beyond the sum of Kifty
Dollars, ot which, unless otherwise stated below, this message has been valwed by the sender thereof, nor in sny case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixgy
days after the message is filed with ithe Company for transmission.

This is an UNREPEATED DAY LETTER, and is delivered by requeat of the sender, under the conditions nameg above. N

THEO. N. VAIL, PRESIDENT ~ /BJELVIDERE BROOKS, GENERAL MANAGESR

RECEIVED AT
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N
)
-~
o
n

C,ﬂkl. r‘[IIA\R

—

GLENN BROWN  SECY AMN TNSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON,WASHN DC.

CHARGES PREFERRED LY COMMITTEE OF CANFRKHCFSCO CHAPTOR  AGAINST <t

4

: Vi ) T B
BOARD  OF ARCHITECTS DIRECTING =2ME CITY  WIRKS ARE -OF SUCH NATURE

THAT | BELIEVE THE ENST!TUTE SHOULD WIRE A REGUEST T¢

% R s . - o o )
»WHﬁ‘UrfqunS OF THE CHAPTER ADRVISING AGAINST HAETY ACTION ARD

THAT THE CONTROVERSY SHOULD BE  REFERRED TO AICOMMITTEE O0F THE

§

WH.L IS POLK
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June /2 ¥, 1914,

My dear Mr. Rice: E , .

The Presidant hnded the oﬁncllpsed éorrespondance

‘o me (letter from ¥r. Willcox tn him dated Jume 12 with newspaper NN

mipping) and mggqsud an article for the Journal, which would re@uh

'auch @ Getﬂ.. chmr, at the meeoting of the C‘ommittee "on Pth.icatieﬁs,

it was sgreed that before addiag anything in the Jourmal, the. mwt’sar should
go tn%{elu Comeittes on Pnetiu for ‘tha« hmfie of i‘.t)dﬁ(nion as to how
fazj the Canon of Ethi:n applri__»u in this ocase of ¥r. Polk. Unc}or instruc_:tions |

of /the Sevretary, I am therefore !amrd(f‘n; the materisl for the oonsideration

\
g

“{ your committes. ‘ B

Vary truly yours,

, ‘ e K’ﬁ , £ ‘
/ i L"::r{ i: ‘ 3 & ,

Mr. A, ¥, Rice, . ‘ Acting Fxeoutlve Secretary.
Boston, Mass,

Copy to Mr. Sturgis
Copy to Mr, Willeox =

K0 ‘ : . S
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WILLOOX & SAYWARD

ARCHITECTS
400 BOSTON BLOCK
" SEATTLE

12 -~June~~1914

Sturgis, Prasident,

titute of Architcots,
Street, BOSTON,

rgiss-
Awhile back I sent vou some clippings Alden had sent me

ncisco with respect to Polk's advertising agenoy. Inclosed

of the sort which reached my office during my abssnse cast,

Polk is a bright, aggressive, able fellow and a most engaging com-
panion, but it does strike me that his methods are a distinct injury to
the profession, As Alden comments: "A%l of which means practically
pothing, but advertising for Avchitact Pdik".

Whether such a case ocan be reachsd under our By-laws, I don't know,
but it is generally understood that Polk employs a regular publicity
agent “ho constantly exploiis Poll architecturaldy or otherwise,

If you think this material would be of interest to the Committee on
Prectice §leasg Torward, I am sure his conduct can only srouse andmosity
within the profession and disparsges the Institute. Already comments have
been made by some of our non-Institute men which are disquieting-~for
instance, "Does the Institute stand for Polk's advertising dadge?"

Gould'nt the JOURNAL carry an article condemning such subterfuges?

Yours truly
S

-3
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- PANAMA -PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION

1915

DivISION OF WORKS

OFFICE OF THE eait]
DIRECTOR or WORKS % (N

I8 it 16t true that the present]
Clvic Center which ought to be caltea
the Rolph Center, has its back door
- on the _main street of this city?’
’ And the guns of the nvaders will
. be Ioa,ded With many more such shots,
. all of which are calculated by th
plaster general to carry fear. fo the
. hearts of the admimstmtion cham-
. pions of cement. .
_ Polk took care yesterday afternoon.
_ that Rolph a4 commander of the op-
;,smg forces, should be notified of
the coming attack. He haunted thel|
; business Section of the city until he|
had met flve Supervisors and eight
City Hall employees, to each of whom |
_hepgave 5 message for the Mayor, tell—
Ing of the sign he was preparmg o
flaunt,
PAIN'I‘ERS WORIK ALY NIGHT. :
; To get this sien prepared and ready |
_ to be Hung on the board at daylight, |
_Polk called on an army of pign baint- |
ers, who worked all night. 1t wm be |
_ the successor of a much milder sign, |
. whieh, when Polk heard that Rolph ||
__Was poing to investigate his squabble |
__With the Board of Public Worls, was |
immediately pulled down to make
_Yoom for the niew one. ~
‘ The war really Ktarte da, few days
ago, whan bullding 1nspectors found
, Pulk Was preparing to wall the build-
_ing with metal lath and plaster. He
- was warned to use cement. Polk re- |
fused, and then the Board of Public |
. Works ordered work stopped
_Polk said that metal lath and plag. ||
ter is cheaper and just as good as
cement.
NAY, SAYS WORKS BOARD,
But the Bouard ur Public ’VV'OI’KS?_‘
. BAys:
_“The building ordinance calls for‘
_all Clasg A building‘s to be ﬂreproofed,
_ with cement,

e

ai-p atta.ck on the City'

istration. army. ‘ “All other architects and contra.c-yé
will advance with a huge slgn, tors have obeved this cla.use of the
/,law. |
rt 201);;:; goninthel\I::;i{Zt Mﬂ:{:j “Willls Polk's own specifications, ';
_which he submitted with application |
gomery street The letters will for the building‘ permit, call for the
veral mches high m the broad- Jezal form of construetion.
__ “Mr. Polk has but to live up to his
__own specifications and ail diffieulty |
. will end |
“‘Until Mr. Polk does live up to hig
Specifications there will be no more
__construction work on the Hobart’

a,ttack 420 words long, will be | '

rst of active hostxlitles in the
ute between Polk and the ad-|
tration as to how the Hobart|

buxlding ”
SEN'I‘IDIEW’I‘S ON SIGN. .
_After being notifled to cease work
on the building, Polk hoisted a sign
telling g little of What he thought|
about the Board of Bublic Works and |
its rules. Mayor Rolph saw the sxgn .
und said he would investigate. ]
Hence to- days sign whzch in fuu [
will read as follows: - ; ‘ |
- . _Ket Us Investignte. . : |
Mayor Rolph has announced DRES
I tha,t he will Investigate the con- |/ vp
structmn of this (the Hobart) ¢

Says “Pla.ster v

B The adminis- |
h s&ys “Cement.”

No compro-

| City mane

INDEXED

SAN FRANCISCO,
CALIFORNIA,

ts of the bea,ms of this build-

ing shall be fireproofed with con- o
I state that the ext a2 cost

‘ crete.
¢ of
these soffits would have defeated
from an investment point of view,
the erection of this building.

In the mesntime, I would like
to ask the people of the city and
county of San rancisco to in-
vestigate Mr. B lph ~

What a,%out Mavor Rolph’s pre»
election promise to build the City
Hall on the old Clty Hall site?

What about Mr. Rolph’s decision

in the Civie Center matter? |

| What about Mr. Rolph turning
down the advice of D 11 Burn-
ham, BEdward H. Bennett, and my-

self, and accepting the advice or

less qualified counselors, in the

Civle Center malter, thereby cost- |

ing the e¢lty an unnecessary ad-

ditional expenditure and”no satis- 1%

facto v m‘tistic re ult?

Civie Center ;
vlan? No,

tae Burnham

Is it not true that the present L

Clivie Center, whiech ought to be
called tlie Rolph Oenter, has its

back door on the main Street o
this city, Matket street? ves
1f Mayor Rolph wishes to uti-
lize the energy and efﬁciency of
the officers or this city in in-
Vestigations, I reiterate that I
Welcome an investwatmn of the
Hobart buil ing: but, why should
Mayvor Ralphﬁ have wasted the
time, the energy, and the effi-
clenicy of our city officlals in in.
vestigating the charges brought
agalnst the correctness of the
structural steel work of the new
Any strong, cour-
8geous man would have dismissed
Supervisor Nelson's c¢harges
against the structural steel work
on the City Hall, with the con-
tempt that such eharges deserve.

REFERS TO OPERA HOUSE.

Why did Mayor Rolph veto the

opera house and deprive the clty
of a home for opera, and deny
honest WwWorkinemen the opportu-
nity of buillding a milllon. dola.x‘
buildine? ‘

Why does Mavor Rolph pmmote ‘
the building of niuneipal rajl
wavs on Van Ness avenue and
other streets, when every busi-
ness men In the world knows that
electrically Dpropelled trolley cars

modern,
Street ra

econo i al,

bnsiness

&a und
trolley or tracks, or other dis-
ﬁgurement of streets?
W v is Maydr Rolph tow

acceptab]e as a Mayor of this ctty,
iudeing him by his performances)
up to date

are practicaﬂy ebsolete, and that

3
H

9
/




. Estate Forces Removal
gn Directing Wordy War-
Against City Officials

fLE GOES MERRILY ON

ifact Declares He Will Resist
irdinance and Even the Police

P

~They Try to Interfere

T 72777

_ted flag of wordy warfare that
Polk, architect, has been wav-
he city administration con-
d wig-wageing vigorously yves-
and when dusk fell last even-
s rival camps were pitched for
s that is expected to be fought
ay.

ted by the huge sign that
erected on the front of che
bullding overnight, crowds
lower Market street yes-

1]

L
v

N

ST "CITY
-7 | ADMINISTRATION.

-l o
-

e&n, 1% by 20 feet, had been
by & corps of workmen in
amp with verbal flings at |
tration, and it almest had|
reet car traffic along Mar.
en the telephone bell in |
rt building jangled violently,
lirecting operations from the
., Btopped long enough to an-
the telephone. The person talk- |
ff_the wire was a representative |
law firm of McCutchen, Olney
d, attorneys for the Hobart
nd he sald he had a message

aore o

! .

LA UTILE
MEDIATION,
wies ?

WN THE SIGN,
ign would have to come down,
e id, and It would have to coms
down right away.

As Polk does not own the building,
he had to obey this dlctum, and the
ork of dismantling the sign began
it once, It took about an hour to re-
nove It from the front of the bullding.
Polk gave directions that the let-
ering on the boards be nat disturbed, |
plainine that he jntended to ad-
for bids and glve the slgn to

AL b/

Tt K

> -
st fo ;tulv;tt the sien on display /}‘/ : :
in e afternon MecCutchen, ? MK T
& Willard communicated with WIWIZ A & S a/ e /7 '
Rolph over the telephone, say- cs IR é /7 Y "’ o W,
& Xy

- Wi eler i g,

th on the references that had been |
e to him by Polk on the mlgn,
‘ED L QA'I‘ED HOODLUMISM.?

U] rafuse Fa Ba vaq e



S T N T e e e e N A S M R, T e M M B e e MR

out to-day.

Attracted by the huge. sign that
Polk had erected on the front of che

Hobart bullding overnight, crowds

collected in lower Market street yes-

terday morning ‘to ‘await 'develop-

ments.
The gzign, 18 by 20 feet, had been |
lazoned by & corps of workmen in|

he Polk camp with verbal flings at
he administration, and it almost had

_blocked sireet car traffic along Mar-

ket street when the telephone bell in
the Hobart building jangled violently.
Polk, directing operations from the
building, stopped long enough to an-
swer the telephone. The person talk- |

‘ing on the wire was a representative

of the law firm of McCutchen, Olney
& Willard, attorneys for the Hobart
estate, and ho said he had a megsage
for Polk.

JHAUL DOWN THE SIGN,

-d[‘ge sign would have to come down,
he &nid, and it would have to come
abei right away. .

YAs, Polk does not own the building,
he d. to obey this dictum, and the
V‘%l‘é’é of dismantling the gign began
a2bofce It took about an hour to re-
WOVe it from the front of the building,

%Elk gave directions that the let-
e ;iﬁg on the boards he not disturbed,
<>21)§;ini11g that he! intended to ad—‘
v8r&ise for bids and give the sign to
%ée ‘property-owner who would pPay
thepost to put the sign on display.

ater in the afternon MeCutchen;

_ 9néy & Willard communicated with

@mr Rolph over the telephone, say-
‘e dthat the sign had been puton the
"milding without their knowledge and
i theyv repretted the incident:

Mavor Rolph refused to comment at!

1M =th on the references that had been
2% to him by Polk on the sign.

“BRUCATED HOODLUMISM.” :
£ T refuse to he led into a contest
w@tl&g Mr. Polk in educated hoodlum-
is 2> said the Mavor. I have no con=
tEoMPrsy with Mr. Polk, His duty is

> Vﬁt the law, not with the Mayer. T

am <§worn‘ to observe and enforce tha
Igp=: It is the same law for every-
1eds®  Nobody is above or beneath it.
T'Bhe building laws are the same
for "Mr. Polk as for others. If he is.
WblEting these laws, his offense .is
a3 st the: community—not against
dersonally.
¢3Ehe people’s rights and wishes, ‘as
exipressed in  their mutual statutes,

1% and shall be obeyed so long as
IIama Mayor.”

Chigf  Building Ingpector = John
E rgan went to the Hobart bullding
ards=saw the fireproofing work that
e Board of Public. Works had taken,
axception to. Inspector Horgan ‘saild
ik was not being ‘done according ‘to
¥ ,Eﬂans and specifications filed with
tire Shoard, and Polk sald he would
hpve  thirtyv-elght men stop worl
unfiy he could thresh the matter out

. v%ﬂg the board in the afternoon,

the conference he had with the

El later he could not agree with
Kier Timothy Reardon, i the presi-
énk or Commigsloner Adelph Judell. |
%ﬂy, Reardon told Polk that un-
s@he fireproofed the building ac-|

;c’g‘r(ﬁng to the plans and specifica-
-}

on flle with the board, the work
‘uld be orvdered stopped.

POLIC DEFIES BOARD,

_ Polk said the board ceuld no:
legally stop the work, and Presiden

| Reardon replied by telling him to g¢
. alead and see if it couldn’t.

Reardon later gaid he would ask

Chief White for policemen to prevent

work on the building if Polk per-
sisted In going ahead with ‘the fire-
proofing in his own way, R

_ Polk announced: last night that he
proposed. to continue the 'work thias
morning,

“The Board  of  Works ‘cannot.
legally stop me,” he sald, “If 1t tries
it by putting policemen in the build-
ing, T will meet 'that situation when
the thme comes.  It's about time that
some of these alleged public servants |
are shown that they “have mnot more i
rights over private property than the|
investors and owners.” ; :




THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

Whistler himself coulo
cliemies with more delibe
not with finer art than
vesterday afternoon at his
markable encounter with tl

the Mayor.
Harlier in the dayv the
signs on the Hq

Mayoz Rolp . had
der of the att 3
estate, who telephaned anapo
the Mayor.

Polk appeared at the cham
the Commlssmners of Public Work

“Now, i have been o builder -

‘thu"ty yvears,” he remavked pol

ick at ﬁresident ;
ou have been on the|
nly a few months. Get

‘ _ but Poll sur- |
veved the hlm a,nd par~y
ried “
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r changing th
ard of Public Y

‘ Ardus;d Architect;ﬁfpﬁ H bart
| Building to Use Newspaper
| “Ads” in Attacking Mayor.

not. ' -

Jor an
cant lot.

_ Willis Polk, architect, who differs|
with the Board of Public Works on|
| the fireprooing of the Hobart build-
| ing, massed his verbal batterles again |

yesterday and primed them for an-
1| other long volley to be fired to-mor-|
{row on Mayor Rolph and the admin- |

istration. . |
More than a thousand rounds of ||

words will be used by Polk in an ad- {l

vertisement he will publigh in th]c

newspapers to set forth his position

{in tho controversy in detall

 Polk saye in this advertisement

| that he has never defied the law in| ! .

 the structural work on the Hobart| Teling himself.

_bullding, and that he has simply dis-| ;
regarded unlawful orders issued by
officers of the law.

ed

not stop,”

Board of Public Works, sald yester-
day that Polk would either be obliged
to do the fireproofing according to
the plans and specifications on Zfile,
or have the work on the
stopped. ~

ready on this matter,” sald Reardon,
‘‘and the fireproofing of the Hobart
building will have to be done accord.
ing to law. We have no controversy

ey,

e have never changed the plans
$860,000 opera house into a va-
o We protest that Mayor
1Rolph nor the Board of Publlc Works |
: ga;}'x*mt stop anything we have start- |

 Polk also o,pine’s‘ that he “has start. |
ed something that Mayor Rolph can- |

. Timothy Reardcnfpx"e,sid{ent@t the |

“The Board of Works has ruled al.

i with Polk, whe is doing all the quar-

building [

| Architect Polk Bows |
o Gity's Ordinance|

1 The [letter

I whien the company

Revises Plans for Hobart Build-}
ing; Flght Is “Closed lncident” |
The Willis Polk Company filed re- |

vised plans and specifications vester- ||

¢ lday for the Hobart building, to con
| form to fhe building laws, and th{e[

" |limbroslio between Willis Polk and

| the Board of Public Works is a closed {

lineident.. ’

_ The Willis Polk Company also has
written to President Reardon stating
that it never was the intention of the
dompany to evade the building laws.
explains, however, that
there was a section of the law of
was not aware

Ll until it was called to its attention in

the recent elash,

N e e i———————— |

v

:
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The Committees of i(
The American Institute of Archltects Ihe

i “‘ \r (} tk %
P s et ok
: Y

: rep]y to this a&nrgum-

o ! Camon‘should bd addressed to

_ -Arthur Wallace Rice
! 110 State St.,Boston

A full list of the Committees
will be found on the reverse
side of this sheet.

LT ST E July 24’.11914‘

Mr, C, H. Whitaker,
The Octagon,
Washington, D. O,
Dear Sir:-

I am returning the papers forwarded me by you
on June 27th in regard to certain art;cles inserted in the San
Francisco papera by Wallace Polk.

} S I have forwarded these documents to my Com=-

/ mittee and the majority of the Committee se;m to be of the opin-
ion that it is most unfortunate that Mr., Polk haa acted in this
mamner but that we would not be justified in reporting him to
the Judiciary Committee as having violated the Canon of Bthics
as to advertising,

We do, however, feel that a strong well worded

article in the Journal would do a great deal of'good.

quoted, or published without w‘ritten‘ permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

Yours very truly,

oy 13t

Chairmen Committee on Practice)
AWR/D

—~
P
.
Lty ‘
- [.»“».,‘\
.




quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

MNEXER
PARISH & SCHROEDER, o
ARCHITECTS,
1IZWEST 318T STREET,
NEW YORXK.

July 2, 1934.

Mr. Arthur Wallace Rice,
Chairman, Committee on Praétice,
110 State Street,
Boston, lMass.
Dear Sir: _
I acknow]pdge receipt of your letter of June 30, 1914
with enclosed papers. I have read themjalf over and am for-
warding them to Mr. Butler as requested. I have not yet made
up my mind as to my action in regards to this gase and would
lJike very much to get some Opinions to help fqrm my own. I
certainly feel that it is most unfortunate thét Mr. Polk act-
ed in the manner indicated, but feel that any action taken by
our Committee would only be in Jine of further advertisement to
him if he is the impulsive, erratie kind of a man as 1 picture
he must be. I feel that a good sound, quiet talking adminis-
tered to him might prevent him in the future from similar ac-
tions. He seems to me to have been very foolish, but whether
his foolishnegss can be considered breaking any of the Laws of
the A.ri. A. appears to be a question in my mind. I should Jike
very much to know how you feel before making a definite decision.

WP /JWC Very truly yours,

“ | . ‘ , Q |
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INDEX Fr
NEW YORK CHAPTER
ROBERT D. KOHN, PRESIDENT, :
B6 WEST 45TH STREET OF THE
T Mamon avenge o TSP AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS SWER BRANARD

t MADISON AVENUE

EGERTON SWARTWOUT, SECRETARY, J. H. FREEDLANDER
244 FIFTH AVENUE WILLIAM EMERSON

QEORGE B, FORD, TREASURER, 4 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
101 PARK AVENUE .

CHARLES BUTLER, RECORDER.

“—+8 EAST 23RD STREET /

o vuly 7, 1914.

arthur VWellsce Rice, Esq.,

110 3tate 3treet,

Boston, liass.

Jeer Rice:

I have gone over the documents relating to the war between
Polk and the layor of Sen Francisco. This paywbe advertising, but if
it is; it seems to me that it is the kind of edvertising which can on-
ly do = man herm, I do not see how any ome cen reed all of these
clippings,\inoluding the fipal“back down"by Polk,, without realizing that
he is an unbelanced individual, Persomslly, I do not think this is
worth paying any attention to.‘ |

I have sent the p&pérs on to Stewardson,.

Very truly yours,

GB/HA4. 52 - /5 W;zj
- T —
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A4
STEWARDSON & PAGE *,‘\f“'«-'w

ARCHITECTS

3 A T O [
EMLYN L.STEWARDSON 316 WALNUT STREET

GEORGE BISPHAM PAGE

PHILADELPHIA

July &, 191k,

Arthur Wallace Rice, Esq{,
Dear Sir:- .

I received today from Mr. Butler papers with regard
to the controversy between Mr. Willis Polk and the Mayor of San
Francisco, referred to in'your letter of June 30th.,

I feel that lir. Polk has gfossly violated the

principles of professional practice and the canons of ethics.
%

ELS
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July 27, 1914,
My dear Sirt
- C - Pormit ne to ackuowledge the redeipt of
)&"Our latter of July 24 roturning the popors relative to the
coge, of _Eb:'."-;?iilia Polk. of the Sen 3?5?&:1&?;535 Chapter, It 1s

noted that Four Comnittes doem vot fael justified in ;:g:por%a

T ing him 3o the 'qm zlory Cormittes za I:uwirg vicloted the
Cenon o Ethics as to a—s@ertising. j QAT tlmmfd?a placing the
sozrespondonca in the files of the Inutitule wi{:‘imut ;ﬂxrthér
action, ezoept thut President Sturgds, vho has seen the Jorres-
pomiema)ai’zd. M, 'vzillc,o:k:, who 15» slso intorested, 'cvill ba 5G~

visod of the notion of &aur Sonmittoe,

Very .truly yours,

] ;ﬁ@:},‘. A, T, éﬁ;‘r

110 ste St.,
Boston, Miss.

:C
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American Institute of Architects

Inter-Office Communication J,,/

Date Subject- oy gdgn
Juky 29,14 / Comeon Practice /
: Polk matter |

I have received copy of your letter of the 27th to Mr.Rice,
Chairman of tne Committee on Practice.This report must be

presented to the Executive Committee,August 15th.

4

NDEXg,
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INDEXEL

R. CLIPSTON STURGIS, PRESIDENT 0. l(NlCK;RBACKER BOYD, SECRETARY
THOMAS R. KIMBALL, 1sT VICE-PRESIDENT s A_ytAWn E MAURAN, TREASURER
FRANK C. BALDWIN, 20 VICE-PRESIDENT TH E /\MERICAN ]I\I ST iTU TE ()r ARL I‘II FECT(J ’ CADLE ADDRESS: OCTAGON WASHINGTON

THE OCTAGON WASTHINGTON D.C.

Sept. 21, 1914,

My dear Sirs

With reference to your request;otheptember 14, to
Mr; Kimball and our letters of Aug. 31, I return herewith the
papers in comnection with the cases of Mr. Willis Polk, and
Messrs Hannaford and Sheblessy. Both of these have to do with
the matter of advertising and are referred for the action of the
Committee on Practice in accordance with the directions of the
Executive Committee, of which you have been adviged.

Very truly yours,

Mr. Arthur W. Rice, 4:fj?r:;i //ZZLz/»gyéibq

110 State Street,

Boston, Mass. , ;:: Q —_
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The Committees of o i Iﬁoﬁfb

o
The American Institute of Architects
AMEHWANlNS“TUTEOfARGMTECTS

Committee on Ptactice:

Officers of the Institute:

‘(‘-
R. Clipston Sturgis, President o SE Bth R 5’&’1 N e
Thomas R, Kimball, 7st Vice-President A ; oid To b Wair oo t] %Ej:h s N,e v
Frank C. Baldwin, 2d Vice-President 24 1 0 pe } Jyain 5 oA, o
D. Knickerbacker Boyd, Secretary = Ans. by ot : icago

J. Lawrence Mauran, Treasurer

Emlyn L. wardson, ) i phia
Copy Cﬁég.ﬁﬁtaer, New York
OHg.to}

— Office of the Chairman,
110 State St., Boston, Mas

.Copy ;September 23, 1914,
Reply to s

Mr. D. Knickerbacker Boyd,
The Octagon,
W&Shington, D. O o .......f ................................................................

...........................

Dear Siri-
Replying to your request of Auvgust 318t stat- i
ing that the Executive Committee wish & more detailed report
of the case of Wallis Polk of San Francisco, I submit the fol=
lowing:
Under date of June 27th, 1914, the Committee

on Practice received a letter from the Acting Secretary of the

Institute enclosing correspondence from Mr, Wilcox with news-
paper oclippings suggesting an article for the Journal in regard
to the matter, and stating that at a meeting of the Committee
on Publications it was agreed before adding anything in the
Journal, the matter should go to the Committee on Practice for
the benefit of the opinion as to how far the Canon of Ethics
applied to the case of Mr, Polk.

The newspaper clippings in question were fronm
San Francisco papers on Friday, May lst, Saturday, May £nd,
Sunday, May 3rd and Tuesday May bth, 1914, They were & series
of articles written iﬁ a very breezy style with illugtrations
describing a controversy between Mr. Polk and the Mayor of San

Francisco. From the articles, it seems that the Building De-
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/ , 1 he Committées of MDEXHJ
The American Institute of Architects

Officers of the Institute: Committee on Practice:

R. Clipston Sturgis, President

Thomas R. Kimball, 75t Vice-President Art}'\ur Wallace :Rice, Chairman, Boston
Frank C. Baldwin, 2d Vice-President Wainwright P_a”Shr. New York City
D. Knickerbacker Boyd, Secretary Charles H. Prindeville, . Chicago
J. Lawrence Mauran, Treasurer Emlyn L. Stewardson, Philadelphia

Office of the Chairman,
110 State St., Boston, Mass.

Sept. 23, 1914,

partment requested that Polk as architect of the Hobart Build-~
ing, should fireproof the steel beams with cement instead of
plaster and Mr, Polk had erected upon the-bullding a large
sign about 18 x 20 feet with about 420ﬂwords on it stating his
side of the case, a large part of it being a personal attack
upon the Mayor rather than the technical side of the question.

On the second day the newspaper alippings went
further into the controversy giving an elabdrate account of Mr.
Polk's visit to the Building Department and to the Mayor and
in a very breezy style stated what took place in these inter-
views,

On the third day the article in‘the paper was much

shorter but still told of the progress of the dispute between Mr.

Polk and the Mayor.
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On the fourth day a small article in the paper an-
nounced that the Wallis Polk Company hed filed revised plans
and specifications with the Building Department and that the
controversy was & closed incident.

The whole thing seems to have been nothing more than

a tempest in a teapot and simply consisted of a very cleverly

E— __ ___ |
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The Committees of
The American Institute of Architects &t

Officers of the Institute: Committee on Practice:

R. Clipston Sturgis, President

s X R Arthur Wallace Rice, Chairman, Boston
Thomas R, Kimball, 75t Vice-President Wainwright Parish New York City
Frank C. Baldwin, 24 Vice- President Charles H. Prind ev’ille Chicago
D. Knickerbacker Boyd, Secretary Emlyn L. Stewardson, Philadelphia
J. Lawrence Mauran, Treasurer
8 .
sMr, D, K. BOydmemaauna 3 Sept. 23, 1214,

—_ 'Office of the Chairman,
l 110 State St., Boston, Mass.

gotten up series of newspaper clippings.

The Committee on Practice carefully reviewed the

case and by majority vote are of the opinion under the Canon of
Ethics, that this could not be called adventising,and&% gerious
minded person, it must tend to do more ﬁarm than good to Mr.
Polk, |
Mention was made in a letter from Mr. Wilcox to
President Sturgis that Polk employs a regularipublicity agent
who constantly exploits Polk architecturally or otherwise, but
as there was no evidence submitted‘in proof of this statement,
it was not considered in connection with the articles in ques-
tion by the Committee, and as stated in my letter of July 24th
my Committee seems to be of the opinion that it is unfortunate
that Mr. Polk has acted in this manner but that we would not be

Justified in reporting him to the Judiclary Committee as i
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having violated the Canon of Ethics as to advertising.,

I return all the papers in the case.

Yours very truly
(A on Meathoe P,

Chairman Committee on Practice.

AWR/D
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Sopt. 28, 1914,

-

My dear Sir: S TN
Permit ma to ml:mlup ths racqipt of your 1;1;1:.;&

of Stpto;mber 23, addreuod to ¥r. B -exd trmmﬂ%iug & doh 3

tw in the mu nf Mr. ¥iliis Polk nf San F‘mn(:iwu.

Reenipt is also aek:mrhdgoﬁ of the returs LY thn\’?

comnym“cn in the cuc, which will be hreught bcfau the

Board of Diregtors at ih am:t meeting.

Very iruly yours,

. B&( “For A¢ting Fxeeutive Seaeretary.
Mr. Arthur V. Ries, ' | o f

110 State Street,
Bﬂﬂtﬂn} lhll.

K:B‘"
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American Institute of Architects

b}

A
Inter-Office Communication
Date Subject From  To

Oct, 39/14 Case of Willis oK ) BLE,
Polk .

Mr, Rice has boen advised of the sotion
of tho Exeoutive Cormittes and a copy of the report of the Comm
wittee on Practice was sent bo Mr. Willcox with = sultable lettor,

: As the Comraittes did not find a prim freie
cagae o:f unprofessionsl conduct; tho propsr nrocecdure Seme Conw
ploeted by the letters indiuvnted mbova,

T do not £ind in the Muesor the Constitution
:md By-Laws, any reqiremont that s mamber should he notified when
o primo facle caseo is not fHund ag-inet kim by the Corvittes on
Practice; The seoond noavasroph of the Standing Order of the
39% Convention provides thot 21loged unprofessionsl condust may he -
oallod to the nttention of the Judiolnry miﬂmut the sume bolng
daernad o form of domplaint,

It sppears therofors that no notice is
necassary to Mr. rolk or to tho marbers of the Institute,

Plosse advise mo 12 T om not sorroct in this,

o/
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- American Institute of Architects

g
Inter-Office Communication HF

Date. Subject From ; JTo

Hovember 2, 1914, CB.SG of B.LJF, E.C.Ke.

Willis Polk,

‘ - Replying to your memorandum of October 29, with reference to re=
porte frem the Gommittee on Practimo.wwmre-no prima facie case is found, you are
correct in your underst’anding. that in these cases no further action is necessary
than the communication to the chairman of the Committee on Practice of the action
of the Executive Committeo in accepting its report. Tﬁe;efore,lno notice need

be sent to Mr, Polk,

T
/ N AP
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7 , { o be
_/?///_2/%%7&6/4760/ Ans, by ,z“ S
Copy !
i O“'g_ fo}z ........................................

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO IS, HOBART BUILDING ‘
THE comPigy i TS ANGRRANGISCO i
COpy R

! RJP’y to f

Nove. 19th, 1914.; )

Burt L. Fenner, Secretary Pro tem, In SUspense, 's

American Institute of Architects, e .

The Octagon, Washington, D. C. 7 ' "’ﬁ

Dear Sir:

Your valued favor of the 12th inst., is at hand,

Among the 1list of names that may ”come before your
Board of lirectors for admission to the Institute, Mr. Polk
desires me ‘to inform you that he heartilly endorses the
candidacy of Mr. Thomas E. Tallmadge, of Chicago, 1lll.

Mr. Polk further directs me to inform you that he

considers that his membership in the San Frandisco Chapter

terminated April 25th, 1913, and that as under the Consti-

tution and By—LaWs of the institute, the termihation of

membership in a chapter automatically terminates such
members membership in the Institute, he would like a

ruling on the question in point.

L ’ very truly yours,
G 75y

L ar 7

‘ R A

Secretary to Mr. Polk
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December 17,1914,
Dear Folk-
—
With the plans that sre now under way for the reorgani-
zation of chapter membership [ believe that the chapter in

dan ¥rancieco will be one of the strongest and most influential

chapters of the Institute. I am told that- you have reesigned from

the San ¥rancisco chapter,which resign&%ion.if actuaily taking
effect,wonld necessarily carfy with it resignation from the
Institute. I am sure'you are not intending tcm;eaign your
Institute membership, and =8 the letter that ;peke offyour
resignation from the San Franciseo chapter contained alse an answer
to a privileged cbmﬁunication of the Institute it seemed evident to
me that you did wish to exercise your rights as . a member of the
Institute. I trust therefore that you will not rosign from the
chapter, but that instead you will lend your influence io
strengthen snd improve the work of the Institute on the coast.

i amllooking forward to the possibility of getting ocut next
apring ,w#hen it will be a pleasure to meet you againai am,
with kind regards,

dincerely yours,

Willis Falk,3sg= | President,

1325 &egrchanta Zxchange bldg,
Jan Trancilscow-
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO HOBART BUILDING

THE COMPANY SAN FRANCISCO

January 6, 1916.

American Institute of Architects,
Attention Mr. D. Everett Waid, Treasurer,
‘ The Octagon, Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

Referring to your enclosed bill of annual dues,
$#20.00 for current year, due in January 1916, which is returned
you herewith.

ilr. Polk is not a member of the local chapter
and understands therefore, much to his regret, that he is not

8 member of the institute.
Very truly . lynf




S Ay
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February 12, 1916.

Dear Sir:=
A letter received from the Secretary of the San Francisco
Chapter states that you are mow a member of-ﬁha; Chapter.
Thsréfcre, we have retained your name on ths records here
as an Institute member in good standing, and it will so

appsar in the 1916 Annuary. ]

Very truly yours,

Executive Sacretary.

Mr. Willis Polk,
Hobert Building,
San Francisco, California.

KM,
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO HOBART BUIL
ILDING
THE COMPANY SAN FRANCISCO

February 17, 1916.

The American Institute of Architects,
Attention Mr. E. C. Kempe, Executive Secretary,
The Octagon, Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

Replying to your favor of the 12th inst. to
Mr. Polk, we have no information that coincides with the
advice you have received from the San Francisco Chapter
that Mr. Polk is a member of the chapter.

Very tmlg-youts, 7
/%r/’ b./,/ // : - P ,fo e ~
Pt Y //”/// s K . “‘2 & Tt N
A




quoted, or published without written permission from the AIA Archives, 1735 New York Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20006

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ARCHIVES For information or study purposes only. Not to be recopied,

B Mey 5, 1%16.

My deaé Sir:

\At?tha recent mesting of the Executive Committee of the

. i
Institwte, comsideration was given to the etatus of Willis
Polﬁjof ths San Francisco Chapter.
\—"'r . .
On behalf of the Secratary, I am writing to ask 1f you
’ . ’
“will not adviss me if he is or is not at the prasent -time, a

S ,

member of the San Prancisse Chapter.

’ 4

If you advise that hie is not a member his name will be

fremdﬁad from the Institute rolls here.

Vary truly yours,

Executiva Secretary.

. Mr, Sylvasin Schnalttacher, Sscretary
SanFrancisco Chapter, A.I.A.
‘San Francisco, (allf.

:\ K:C
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ARCHITECT
233 POST STREET

SAN FRANCISCO
ASSOCIATE
AM.INST.OF ARCHITECTS TEL.KEARNY 744

SYLVAIN SCHNAITTACHER f,"n/
o

May 23d
19186. )
Amerloan Inst, of Architeots
RECEIVED |
Mr. Burt L. Fenner |
The Octagon MAY 29 1916 |
Washington, D.C. REFERRED

Dear Mr. Fenner:

I have your inquiry, also that of Mr. Kemper as to
the status of Mr. Willis Polk as a member of the San Francisco Chapter.

At the time of the trial of Messrs. Howard, Meyer and
Reid, Mr. Polk started in to interrupt the proceedings and was asked
by the Chair to take his seat. He thereupon said "I resign from this
Chapter" and left the room. Subsequently he paid his dues for the
then current year. At this time he made a statement that he had re-
signed from the Chapter to several of the officers, myself included,
and'that the payment of his dues was a mistake!of his Secretary. He
had been told that his resignation to be considered must be in writing
in accordance with the By-laws of the Chapter. This has never been
done. He frequently appeared at Chapter meetings, but always said
that he was not a member of the Chapter but wished to be considered
as a guest. This continued until at a joint meeting of the San Fran-
cisco Architectural €lub and the San Francisco Chapter, held on
December 18th, 1915, which was in the nature of a "Jinks" and enter-
tainment, when Mr. Polk appeared at this meeting and toward the con-
clusion , stated that he withdrew his resignation from the Chapter and
henceforth wished to be considered as a Chapter member.

He is carried on our books as a Chapter member, but
is in arrears for his dues for 1915 and 1916.

With kindest regards, I am

1
H

g\Yours very ifuly,
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO HBOBART BUILDING
THE COMPANY SAN FRANCISCO

June 26, 1916.

American Institute of Architects,
Treasurer's 0ffice,
The Octagon, Washington, D. C.

Gentlemsn:

We have received in to-day's mail your bill of
Mr. Polk's annual dues for 1916, second notice.

As we advised you some time ago, it is with
regret that Mr. Polk is aware of the faet that he is not
o member of the Institute, not being & menber of the
local chapter.

Very truly yours,
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7., Poth ittt

ﬁ};{/iiAw(&h\
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Pl August 4, 1916.

My deer Sir: , ‘ |
At the July negting of the Board of Dirsctors of the
Americ#n Institutefbt prchitscts, a ietier of June 26th
" from your office was read in which 1t was statod "it le with
regret that MNr. Polk is aware of the fsct that ‘he is not a
mezber of ths Instituto, not being & member of the local Chap-~
tern, , /
It As'tbsreupon resblved thzt in view of this mtatémant
your name ba atricken from tbe rolls of the Institute and the

San Franciseo Chapter notified accordingly.

A o o Very truly yours,

! Exeoutive SOGrotafy.

Mr. Willis §ﬂlk- : )
Robert Bullding, : : \
San Francisco, Calif. \
. 'Copy %0 nr. Schnalttsehor ' . \

i “KC : : ) : . ; i
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SAN FRANCISCO
MEMBER
AM.INST.OF ARCHITECTS TEL KEARNY 744

Septenber 26th
1924,

Journal of the American Institute of Architects
Washington D.C.

Attention Mr. Rogers Whitaker.

Dear Sir:

Yours of the 15th reaquesting material concerning the
death of Willils Polk was duly received and I have delayed in
answering in order to procure suitable material; however, I am
sending this by air mail so that there shall bs no delay in its
reaching your office.

It is rather a difficult task to write an ouituary
or appraisal of the work of Willis Polk. "He was not at the
time of his death, a member of the San‘Francisco Chapter of
the American Institute of Architects, but at a meeting held
on Tuesday, Sepiember 234, Messrs, Arthur Brow, Jr. and
Ernest Coxhead wers appointed a committee 40 draft sultable
resolutions on the loss the architectural profession has sus
tained by his death. These rssolutions have not as yet been
drawn up. I am enclosing a copy of a resolution passed by the
Board of Directors of the San Francisco Art Agsociation. I
am also enclosing an obituary prepared by Mr, Arthur Brown, Jr,
and clippings from the San Francisco "Examiner", one of which
gives a sketch of his career. The latter part of the article
in the"Examiner" giving 2 list of Polk's activitles is to quite
some degree, inaccurate. If I were {c revise the same from wy
knowlsdge of Mr. A. Page Brown's office, in which I was eumployed
for a lon~ period and from familiarity with the work of Mr. Polk,
I would say that he was employed in Mr. Brown's office at the
time the Crocker Building, The Towne House, the Crocker Cld
People's Howe amd several other notable buildings wers delng
designed (1382.1891) and that after leaving Mr. Brown's office
he had varied association with a number of San Francisco archl-
tects in the desizn of important builldings, all of which bore
the stamp and impress of his skill. Awong these may Dbe men?ioned
the Kehl Building, the Merchants Exchange and the First National
Bank Building. [His usssociation with D.H. Burnham & Coupany Ie-
sulted in the prodicticn of a nuwber of buildings in many of the
large cities of the Unltsd States. The work of his firm - Willls
Polk snd Company - included the Hobart Building, Pacific Union
lub, Water Teuple at Sunol and the Insurance Exchange. Residencas
for Charles Templeton Crocker, Mrs. Francis Carolan, Mrs. Andrew
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SYLVAIN SCHNAITTACHER
ARCHITECT
233 POST STREET

SAN FRANCISCO
MEMBER
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Welch and many others, all of which were of unusual dis-
tinction. I believe the impress of his genius one of the
contributing factors in establishing the excellence of
California domestic architecture.

Bot knowing how much space you wish to devote,
I am leaving 1t to your judgment to use such of the data
a8 has heen sent you.

Yours very truly,

Enclosure:
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Impelled to ¢ ive expression to the sentimente aroused by the
death of thelr late assoclate
Mr, Willis Polk
the Board of Directors of the San Francimco Art Association have
by unanimous vote adopted the following memorisly

In the paassing of Mr. Willle Polk the San
RPrancisco Art Assocliation has sustained a
loga which must in simple truth be deemed
lrreparable. His aervices snd insplration
in hie agsoc iation with the artistic
fratexrnity of San francisco extended over
a long period of youars. He was &lways
ready at all times to encoursnge hudding
talent and quick to recopnige the inherent
qualities of art in everyone who was
gincersly striving for the best, and his
help and encouragement will be lovingly
remembered by many & practic lsing artist
and srchitect in our country

Standing ae he 4id in the i’orefron-t' of hie
profegsion, his life and idenls were the
inspiration of both srchitects and artiste,
and his intimate knowledge of the found-
ations that lie at the root of al)l asathetic
expresaion in art made him one to'vwhom
everyone looked s an authority,

He cared 1little for his own advancement and
gought no undue recognition for himgelf,

but preferred that the ideals for which he
stood should spesk in his worke He leaves
behind a memory which will be revered by all
who knew him,

BE IT REBQOLVED, therefore, thet the Boerd of Directors of the

Ban Francisco Art Association deeply deplore t’h'-a loes of one for
whom they felt the greatest admirstion and reamest, and thet they,
in coamon with the comwmunity of San Francisco w ill ever cherish
his memory.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this memor ial be entered in full in the
minutes of the Boerd, and the Secretary be instructed to have it

typed and sent to lrss Tolk,
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he country died v
Pard Sanitarium, .
£ little more tha,n a

of influenza
n followed confi .

spital, but during the last|
ayvs he appea,led to be im-

0’ and looked forward to re-|
turmng to his firm, Willis Polk &
Co., in the Hobart Building. But a
sudden attack of heart failure, as
he was walking about the room,
brought on the end early vesterday
morning.

His passins was not alone a shock . ‘
to his immediate family, but to| Willis Polk noted San rancisco
friends apd admirers of his art architect, aesthete and art author-
throughout this country and Hurope.

C%INDOLENCES ity, who died at Park Samtarmm
essages  of condolence  from| ye
many cities, among them early ﬁsterday after a rclapse from m-
tribute from Mayor Rolph, were re-| uenza and a heart attack. ( l
ceived at the k home in Sanl =~ N -
Mateo by the widow. the former
Christine Barada, ; er of an old
family of Seville, Spam. In Paris
the mews of Polk's death brought
ief 1o his sister, the Countess
de Buyer, widow of the
cavalry genera,l. Here in
ancisco he leaves a cousin,
. Polkk. brokey, and a stepson,
Moare. - Two ather halﬁ
reside in St Tonis.
'mary schoohn o,r

sion from the AlA Archives. 1735 New York Ave. NW. Washington DC 20006
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" THE WILLIS POLK MEMORIAL TRUSTEES

FOR THE MEMORIAL VOLUME ENTITLED
WILLIS POLK: HIS WORK AS AN ARCHITECT & ARTIST

AusTIN MoORE, Trustee
46 KeArRNY STREET, RooMm 314,
SAN FRANCISCO

December 19, 1930,
Mr. E, C. Kemper,
The Octagon,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Kemper:-

It seems to me that the en-
.closed information ought to be on file at the
Octagon, Willis Polk was our greatest West-
ern architect, and for a long time was a mem-
ber of the Institute, In one of his tempera-
mental spells, he resigned; and the Chapter
was never the same afterward. There was no
dullness when he was around ] -

With the compliments of the season, I am

(- (...
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WILLIS POLK

A MEMORIAL VOLUME

DESIGNED & PRINTED BY

THE GRABHORN PRESS
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\| THE PURPOSE OF THIS VOLUME IS TO §
PROVIDE A PERMANENT RECORD OF THE
! LIFE AND THE WORK OF WILLIS POLK §
il AND SO CREATE A MEMORIAL WHICH WILL §
| WORTHILY HONOR THE MEMORY OF A §

GREAT ARCHITECT & ARTIST

% ¢
24

THE CONTENTS OF THIS'VOLUME WILL BE
\ SELECTED WITH A VIEW TO PRESENTING |

\ A COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF ALL [§
{| PHASES OF WILLIS POLK’S WORK, REVEALING |
TO THE LAYMAN THE SCOPE AND DEPTH OF
: HIS TALENT, AND PRESERVING FOR THE ART
| STUDENT AND ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER VARIED
. EXAMPLES OF A PERIOD IN AMERICAN ARCHITECT-
URE OF WHICH WILLIS POLK WAS A BRILLIANT |

AND VERSATILE EXPONENT.
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WILLIS POLK
HIS WORK AS AN ARCHITECT & ARTIST

A 2

WILL BE ISSUED

I 13
i

IN A DE LUXE EDITION OF
1oo COPIES

PRINTED BY THE GRABHORN PRESS
OF SAN FRANCISCO

SPONSORS

e
1
51!
) HARRIS C.ALLEN  TEMPLETON CROCKER
!
!
!
i

A 4

ALBERT M. BENDER WILLIAM H.CROCKgER
MR.& MRS. W.B.BOURN JULES GUERIN
. DANIEL H.BURNHAM ATHOLL McBEAN
JOHN BAKEWELL, JR. AUSTIN MOORE
|

ARTHUR BROWN, JR. FRANCIS McCOMAS
< EDWARD H.BENNETT BERNARD R. MAYBECK
|§ BRUCE PORTER '

i @

I AUSTIN MOORE, TRUSTEE
) 46 KEARNY STREET,ROOM 314
SAN FRANCISCO
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE OCTAGON, WASHINGTON, D. C. : CQPY

Jarmary 13th, 1981.

/'/f ﬂen:r My, Allen: }

N //

o ‘ Thank you for zwm of Desember 19, whish sems to
hﬁfn& yosterduy eand the :lmxb of the Willis Polk Memorial
V‘#XWd
/- | mtimhly I hope that the Instituts oan purehass one
‘af these volumss for the 11§rary whieh 1t plens to have in the new

ttlding .
/ !

‘ Binaerely yours,

/
i
't

i

Expoutive Sesratary.

Rplpu au.
48 Kearmy Street,
Spn Franeiso, Callf.

Eﬁxzm{
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