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[see transcript on following pages]
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[transcribed by archivist January 2021] 
 
     December 31, 1963 
 
Mr. Harry D. Payne F.A.I.A. 
P. O. Box 22311 
Houston 27, Texas 
 
Dear Harry: 
 
Having always been in tune with your wave length I can hopefully 
sense your paternal pride in having efficiently developed your 
heir apparent to the leadership of the Committee on Insurances 
and Sureties --- from the status of a humble corresponding appren- 
tice, to a trusted and responsible vice-chairman, and thence to 
the chairmanship.  As an axiom of engineering and physics “for 
every action there is an equal and opposite resultant”. 
 
Still attune with your wave length, I also sense for you a 
potential initial and lingering disappointment, because of 
succession, at not regularly being with your boys in your most 
familiar, logical, and cherished position of leadership. Truly,  
I wish that status quo might have prevailed --- but others have 
deemed differently. 
 
You can proudly lay aside your gavel on your organizational and 
Insurances and Sureties accomplishments with an enviable success- 
ful ledger of Protective Programs for 15,000 previously vulnerable 
professionals, their staffs, and their families. 
 
The first word of my appointment was a shocking reality that at 
the moment seemed incredulous.  Reasoning and reassurance con- 
vinced me that this was also of your will and with your future 
blessing and that I therefore was obligated and privileged to 
carry on your missions already nigh realization. 
 
With your understanding wisdom with assurances of your advisory 
cooperation, and with the knowledge of the enviable Insurances 
and Sureties foundation and structure you have enviably achieved, 
my task will be less burdensome and I pray our profession will, 
through team committee action in the next year, be even more 
adequately protected. 
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Mr. Harry D. Payne F.A.I.A. 
 
 
All inter-committee and staff correspondence will, unlike those of 
“correspondents” status, by directive, be submitted to you for your 
voluntary advice and consideration.  A standing invitation beckons 
your able participation in our meetings and also in our precious 
post-session rendezvous with our insurers’ representatives. May 
your health permit such early participation and resumption of 
Committee assembly, discussions, and refreshment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Fritz von Grossman A.I.A. 
 
FvG:da 
 
cc:  Mr. George M. White 
       Mr. J. Winfield Rankin 
       Mr. Raymond S. Kastendieck 
       Mr. Albert B. Thomas 
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