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. Francis A. Nelson
| Tne Moniclair of 1934 is not -the

soncelair tnat Franels™ A. Nelsom |

came to in 1913—that much is cer~
\tain. And i is also certainm that the
Francis A. Nelson.who came to Mont-
| claic:in 1913 has not teen - sitiing

back with folded handsy watching i
the town grow. He has, rather, lent’}
an artistic and capable hand to-its

| growta, and among the architectural
achievement of a long and success~
ful career he lists-such lecal public
buildings as the .Upper Montclair

{Voman’s Club, the -Montclalr Free|

Public Library, the Upper Montclalr
Post Qfice, St- James Church, and &
> ilarivai:e' residence on Park Street, a
Georgian brick house, of whichze is
espacially proud. ' .
Mr. Nelson was born In Honotulu,
ihe son of a navy medical “diresctor:
He came to the United States (Mary-
land) when he was one rmontd old.
He was sducated at St. Pauls Scheol
in Concord, New Hampshire, and
Columpia University- After his-grad-
uation from the School of Architee-
ture of Columbia University, he wené
.to Paris, where he attended the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts. While thére he was
awarded
McXim  Feilowship upon whica he
| (raveizd extensively: through, - Eags
‘land. Francs, Spain.and Italy, mak-
ing drawings and studies ol various
types of architecture. "z - " -

. In 1305 he returned to New York
{City with the “Architect Diplome
lpar le Gouvernement Francaise?

itucizad away in his steamer trunk

‘alonz wiih some exquisitely executed

“water colpr sketches of architectural

sudjects waich today hadg in nis liv~

ing roam, a iell-tale-date, 1300, neai-
¥ pencitiad in their lower right hand

_ cornars. Of these, Mr. Nelson. mur-
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ot Rightly, ! With. charactesistios
fnodessy,: “a -few: small. things:-done
“qurifig my- student: days-ig’ Paris
_TheColumbi&Plam
- Directly -after - he- returned from.
Parts - M/ Nelson.. formed: the part-
mnership- of Nelson.and Van Wagonen,
and opened Ollices W1 New ~YSTE OLoy -
He- wag. instructor in- design: at thel
Schoo¥: of Architectures of Columbia}
University” from 1906 tor 1915. Two|
yearg-ago the -Alumnb. Federation of!
Columbia - requested.. him to aclk as
chairman of a commitiee to design
| & plate for exclusive sale by the fed-

ratiom. . - )

“We want back to the old: Stafiord-
“shire plate for inspiration,” said Mr.|
| Nelson, s“dasigning twelve plates and

using a diiferent view of ‘the univer-
sity for the ceanter of each. The or-
dars, however, were all alike, despict—
ing the three sites of Columbia—
! King's College, Columbia Colleg and
the prasent university. The plates
wera manulacturéd by Wedgewood
and I was 521t (0 Basland to super-)
1
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lvise the work We sold over - 3,000
‘dezen and the plates of the first
edition were signed by Nicholas Mur-
ray Butler.” - - -
And it is the conclusiorr of one
who has many times served. as com-
‘mittee chairman that the plate. was
designed actually by Mt Nelson,
_without benefit of . committee, and
that the “we” of his statement is-bul
furtner; -evidence of the: aforemen=
; tioned Nelson,modesty. PR
i Building for the Future. ..
As chairman of the Citizen’s Com-
mitteé of the- Town Planning Board
of Montelair, Mr: Nelson has-this to
say about town planning: - o
‘I believe distinctiy m the value
of town planning. It works .out for
economy and will be of real advanti-
age in the future. It is hard, per-
haps, to appreciate its value as it is
going along, but the benefit'to future
generations is incaleulabler It is a
poard that every town should have.!
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At present there-is- a:.zreat interest. !
throughous- thes counry: i that. sorb
of thing andeE amrhappy ta:see 167
~ Spare‘Mjan':ents.»," .

When he is not’bent intently over
o Tosguers SwWith ' COmpasses | Ani-
sharply pointed: pencils-at: his. finger ji
tips, r. Nelson goes in for “lght
reading,”. boating. .golf and tenniss.
{He has. reconstructed - twor: early.
. ! Americam: houses at Saybrook,” Con=

| necticut, where he- and Mrs: Nelson:

‘a2 son and a. daughter, .do mueh of

‘their vacationing. o 7 S

Mr. Nelson -is"a member-of the-
* smerican, Institute, itscts, the:
" Reaux-Arts. Society.. the: Society. of:
: Columbia:;:Universitys Architects, the
Century Club of New . Tork and was{]
sormer president of the Alumni As-:l!
sociation of: the Scnool of Architec~
ture of Columbia University. He is
also a recently appointed member of
tha Board of Adjustment of Mont- |
clair. : : 4
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To Head Board

Adjustment Unit
—¥Tour Appeals |

Approval.

i

32 '\uaday nig ni:.]

of usiment elected

Ne &5 chairman !o .

rg2. B. Bzach, granfed |- .. - R : I
racommanded to tae il R N |
mission thal three others & ﬂ w fv\ “/\"""/"'" ~ o
and approved an applica-i i) .
PY0-w e‘::s adjournmens oi ¥ {f". QA:-J' )KL./ /-M r“\ !
v per Es ‘oa to construct P > '
S E,_.-. ‘l. Y\nT l}"’{//? S/Q I

h el_son, formerly vice chgir=
man, kad teen aciing chairman since v J Named Chalrman

"C:n_*:fr_'ed o Dc:gsl\lmay

jex

w2RXS 220. Pe:‘_n ra.“ey wa;
i3 chaizman fo succeed M.

Tha beard gave Robert W. Nevizms,

owmars, permission fo bulld a onz-cac
z an existing porch with
a 10 feet along a side
st of the 13 feet required
)

: ? ded Commission ap-
p;v:e_’z Kimberley School,
-d XKaiharine Gibbs School
12:1 for use of Ply-

aw such pe mission is neces-
ths =cnool is to havae thirteen
udants .

Also chm.handﬂc fo* appmval was
the zppzal of Dr. Anthony P. Cag
giano and Mrs. Cagzgiano, owners, 10T 3 .
psrmission o con inue use of a por-| I<
tign of fne first .ficor of 137 Grover .. - FRANCIS A. NELSON -
Sirest 25 2 physicians office.. The: . - - - T
third Tecommendaiion - was on the | m o A s eme e e e

2

bargar, o.vka*s, and Cities- Service
Oii Co. lsssses, for permission to
ail . zad additional .2,000-gallon |
ca3acity vaaohme ":m at a - service

ot
s
3

Ag3 ozrnmem of the appeal Eor par-
n fo erect the: ﬂa.raan apari~
‘on the DaForest-Cole Estate
ox ihe north sidz of Gordonhurst
Averue, batwezn Valley Road and
Pr'—' S:raet, was made on motion of

P, Keer Jr., counsel for thz

aciive purchaser.

Wh lives abt 303 High-[
3 nzs b2en a member of
ihe :Ja.‘d. of AaJua-.ment since April
Previous to his appoiniment,
rman of the Citizens Ad-|
mizige Lo the Town an-

nitect and graduate of Col-
he is a formeri

the Alumni Associabion
290! of Architecturs of Col-
He holds -nemow-
arcm sctural organi-i
ot helped to de-,
uildings in Mont-;

awnerd

mud;es ab Col-\
abroad .and for,
rratar in dagion at
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Francis'A. Nelson
EW Montclair men will be remembered as

long as F?«.‘crs A. NELsox, noted archi-
tect, who died suddenly last week. As standmvf
t.r,\_bu_ep to Mr. NELSON’S memory are the Li-

“prary. Woman's Club of Upper. ’\/Iontclalr
and St. James’ Church.

In nhis work, however, Mr. NELSON sought to
serve rathar than to acquire fame. His houses
were . designed for comfortable living, his
buildings for public service. No man to lay
down the tools of his trade simply because he
had passed an arbitrary retirement age, Mr.
Nzisox remained active until the end of his

life and on the day he died some of his naweat

aeawns weare on view at a local bank.

In public life, Mr. NELsON served faltnfullv
and diligen.ly on the Board of Adjustment,
the local zoning commission, for sixteen years.
Only five wezks before he died he had become
its chzirman. Montclair owes Mr. .NELSON a
long-term debt of cratvtude

Francis Nelson,

Architect, Dies

Designed Library, Woman’s

Club and Other Buildings
in Monteclair.

Francis A. Nelson, architect, Board
of Adjustment chairman and designer
of many Montclalr public buildings,
diead suddanly yesterday morning at
Lis home, 303 Highland Avenue, Up-
per Montclair, Funeral services will
e hald at 11 o'clock tomorrow morn-
inz 2t his home and will bhe con-

ducted by the Rev, Orrin ‘F. Judd,.

rector of St, James Episcopal Churen,
Upper Montelair, of which Mr. Nel-
son was a member, Interment will
bz in Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn.

A rasident of Montclair for thirty-
eight years, Mr. Nelson was the ar-
chifect for many public buildings, in-
ciuding churches, banks, lioraries and

private reatdences Among the buid-
" tinzs he designed in Montclair and

VUoper Montelair are fthe Woman's
Ciub of Upper Montelair, the Monk-

_—clzir Free Public Library, the Upper

Montclair Post Office, and Ss. James
Church. He had reconstructed tw?
early. American houses at SaybrooXx,
Conn., where the Nelson family main-
tained a Summer home for many

years. Mr, Nelson served as chairman’

of the Ciiizens’ Advisory Commiitee
to the Town Planning Board, before
his appointment to the Board of Ad-
justment on which he served 16 years.
Ha succzaded George R. Beachh as

nnnnn -~ - o~
chalrman of the Adjustment Board.

. Mr. Nelson was born in Honoluiu
T2 vears ago, the son of Henry Clay
Nelson and Adelaide Margaretia
Thompson Nzlson, and was broughs
to this country when a month old.

He was educated at St Paul’s
School in Concord, N_ H,, and Col-
umibia University where he received
a Bachslor of Science degree from
the School of Archifecture in 1509.
Following "his graduation from Col-
umbia, Mr, Nelson went to Paris
where he. attended L’ecole des Beaux
Arts,

While there he was awarded ihe

Prominent Architect ;

FRANCIS A. NELSOX

1906 with the Architect Diplome par
le Gouvernment Francaise, Mr. Nei-
son organized the firm of Neslson and
Van - Wagonen, with offices in-New

ork City, which he malntained unti]
1929%; .Since then he Rhas carried on
the business from his home. He was
instructor in design at the School of
Architecture of Columbia Unne;:xty
from 1906 until 1915,

In 1932 the Alumni Federation. of
Columbia requasted him to. ach a:
chairman of a committez to desizn
a3 plate for exclusive salz by the Fed-
eration. This resulted in the design-
ing of a ‘dozen plates each with a
differnet view of i{ne University.
More than 3,000 dozen of the plates
were soid, The plaies were manufac-
tured by Wedgwood and Mr. Nelson
was sant to England to supervise tha
work,

Mr. Nelson was a member of th2
American Institute of Architeets, thn

eaux Arts Society, the Society of
Columbia University Architscts, tho
Century Club of New York, and wa:
twicea president of the Alumni As-
sociation of the School of Archi-
tecture of Columbia. Ha was a mem-
ker of Alpha Delta Phi fraternity.

As a form of relaxation, Mr. Nelson
enjoyed “light reading,” boating ans
geliing. Mr. Nelson is survived. by s

AcXim Fellowship from Columbia in
1503, upon which he traveled exten-
siyal through -England, France,
Spzain and Italy, making sketches
and siuaies of various types of ar-
chitecture, Returning from Zurope in

daughter, Mrs. Donald M. Clan,O'}
I Providence, R. T.;~ a?dﬁ Francts
&, Nelson Jr. of the Upper Montclais
acdress; ‘four grandecnildsen and a
sister, Mrs. Laura W. Menoca! of New
York City. -



